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News in brief
Squash queen ‘thrilled’ 

KUALA LUMPUR: Nicol David, the most suc-
cessful female squash player of all time, said she is
“thrilled and overwhelmed” that her life story will
be immortalized in an upcoming biopic. The
Malaysian is an eight-time world champion and
spent an unprecedented nine years as world num-
ber one between 2006-2015. “I always dreamt of
one day telling my story, to be able to inspire
everyone to work hard for what they want to
achieve,” she wrote on Facebook earlier this week.
The 37-year-old retired from the sport just two
years ago after a glittering career spanning two
decades. The film, “I am Nicol David”, will be pro-
duced by Malaysia’s Ace Pictures. It will be in
English, and producers are going to search for an
actress in Malaysia to play David. - AFP

Vietnam postpones Games 

HANOI: Vietnam plans to postpone this year’s
Southeast Asian Games, state media said yester-
day, as the country grapples with a new virus out-
break. The regional Olympics are due to be held in
Hanoi and 11 other locations-some of them at the
epicenter of the fresh COVID-19 wave-from
November 21 to December 2. But Vietnam report-
edly wants to move the 31st SEA Games to next
year. The SEA Games are expected to attract near-
ly 20,000 participants, including about 7,000 ath-
letes, from 11 countries, according to state media.
As well as Olympic disciplines, sports are likely to
include billiards and snooker, bodybuilding, chess,
bowling and kurash, an ancient form of Uzbek
wrestling. - AFP

Trampolinist to Olympics

SHANGHAI: Legendary Chinese trampolinist
Dong Dong will compete at the Tokyo Olympics,
state media said yesterday, making a record fourth
appearance at the Games. The 12-time former
world champion will be the first male trampolinist
to participate in four Olympics and will be desper-
ate to go out on a high — he has said that he will
retire after Tokyo. The 32-year-old, who has won a
medal at each of the last three Olympics, will take
part in the men’s individual event. Dong qualified
second for the Chinese team behind the 2019
world champion Gao Lei, Xinhua news agency
said, citing a notice from China’s gymnastics
authorities. Dong has reached the podium in all
three of his previous Olympic appearances: bronze
at the age of 19 in Beijing in 2008, gold in London
four years later and silver in Rio in 2016. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Donovan Mitchell scored 45 points
and Rudy Gobert made a clutch block at the buzzer as
the Utah Jazz rallied to beat the Los Angeles Clippers
112-109 in the opening game of their NBA playoff
series on Tuesday.

Mitchell scored 32 of his game high 45 in the sec-
ond half, carrying the Jazz on his back offensively after
the team got off to a sluggish start in the best-of-sev-
en Western Conference second round series. “I let my
team down in the first half,” Mitchell said. “They were
kicking my butt. I said, ‘It is on me’. I had to set the
tone and I did.” Game two is tonight in Utah.

Mitchell got help on the defensive end from
France’s Gobert, who is in the running to win his third
defensive player of the year award. Gobert helped
sealed the win when he denied Clippers forward
Marcus Morris’s three-point attempt at the final
buzzer in front of the crowd of 18,007 at the Vivint
Smart Home Arena. The Jazz defense smothered
attempts by Kawhi Leonard and Paul George before
the ball ended up in the hands of Morris.

Despite coming off a short rest after beating the
Dallas Mavericks in seven games, the banged-up
Clippers stormed out the gate and took a big lead by
going on a 22-2 run in the first quarter. Los Angeles
led 25-18 at the end of the first and by 13, 60-47, at
the half. The Jazz had six days of rest between series
and it took them half the game to shake off the rust,
but when they finally got going in the third quarter
they outscored the Clippers 32-19 to level the score
79-79 heading into the fourth.

“We scrambled on the fly,” said Mitchell, who
missed a month of the regular season with an ankle
injury. “We did some things wrong and we are going
to have to make some adjustments. We have to come
to play every single day.”

Bojan Bogdanovic and Jordan Clarkson chipped in
18 points each while Joe Ingles added eight points
with seven assists in the win. The Jazz, who are missing
all-star guard Mike Conley with an injury, have never
lost to the Clippers in the postseason, having earned
wins in 1992, 1997 and 2017. Conley’s availability for
game two is uncertain.

Leonard scored a team high 23 points and George
added 20 for the Clippers, who didn’t have much time
to celebrate a hard-earned and strange series win over
the Mavericks in which neither home team won a game
until game seven. 

Embiid stars
Elsewhere, Joel Embiid scored a playoff career

high 40 points and added 13 rebounds as the top-
seeded Philadelphia 76ers toppled the Atlanta Hawks
118-102 to level their Eastern Conference series at
one game each.

Tobias Harris tallied 22 points, Seth Curry finished
with 21 and five threes, and Shake Milton came off the
bench to score 14 points as the Sixers reserves scored
26 points in the second half in front of a crowd of
18,600 at Wells Fargo Center. Game three in the best-
of-seven series will be played tomorrow in Atlanta.

Embiid is playing despite being diagnosed with a
lateral meniscus tear in his knee. After eliminating the
Washington Wizards in five games, Philadelphia came
into the series knowing that all-star Embiid would be
playing with a small tear in his right knee.

Trae Young, who was the star of game one, finished
with 21 points and 11 assists. He came into the game
averaging 30.2 points in the postseason. Danilo
Gallinari had 21 points and nine rebounds, and Kevin
Huerter added a playoff-career-high 20 for the fifth-
seeded Hawks. 

Bogdan Bogdanovic scored 14 points while Clint
Capela had 10. “Whenever we got close we just
turned the ball over or gave up a basket,” coach Nate
McMillan said. “We didn’t really do a good job of
controlling or establishing our defense all night long.”
The Hawks had a 14-20 record when coach Lloyd
Pierce was fired and McMillan took over on an inter-
im basis. Including the playoffs, the Hawks are 32-13
since then. — AFP

SALT LAKE CITY: Rudy Gobert #27 of the Utah Jazz blocks the ball to win the game against the LA Clippers during Round 2,
Game 1 of the 2021 NBA Playoffs on Tuesday at vivint.SmartHome Arena in Salt Lake City, Utah. — AFP

RALEIGH: Alex Nedeljkovic #39 of the Carolina Hurricanes makes a save against Pat Maroon #14 of the Tampa Bay
Lightning during the third period in Game Five of the Second Round of the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs at PNC Arena on
Tuesday in Raleigh, North Carolina. — AFP

Jazz overcome slow start to beat
Clippers, Embiid shines for Sixers

Nuggets ace
Jokic named
2021 NBA MVP
LOS ANGELES: Denver Nuggets star Nikola Jokic
was named the NBA’s Most Valuable Player on
Tuesday, completing a remarkable rise to the pinnacle
of basketball after entering the league in 2014 as a
lowly 41st draft pick. The 6ft 11in (2.10m) Serbian cen-
ter scooped the season MVP honors after a
2020/2021 campaign that has seen him average a
career-best 26.4 points per game with 8.3 assists and
10.8 rebounds. “Stat wise, you know, I think this was
my the best season of my life,” Jokic said shortly after
the award was announced. “Kind of the cherry on the
top is probably the trophy — so I think this is my the
best season of my life.”

The 26-year-old Jokic is the lowest draft pick ever
to win the MVP, and the first player in Denver history
to take the accolade. “To be honest, I didn’t even think
of being in the NBA when I started to play basketball
back home,” Jokic said. “It was playing Euro League,
because that was kind of the closest top league to my
country...But then the Denver Nuggets drafted me it
was an opportunity for me to become an NBA player,
and I think I did a good job of using that opportunity.”

Jokic is the fifth international player to win the
award after Hakeem Olajuwon (1994), Steve Nash
(2005, 2006), Dirk Nowitzki (2007) and Giannis
Antetokounmpo (2019, 2020). Jokic beat out competi-
tion from the Golden State Warriors’ Steph Curry and
Philadelphia 76ers ace Joel Embiid who were both
finalists for the award. Jokic was instrumental in guid-
ing Denver into the second round of the playoffs this
season, finishing the regular season 47-25 despite
injuries to key personnel including Jamal Murray, P.J.
Dozier and Will Barton.

Nuggets coach Michael Malone earlier this year
praised Jokic for hitting the ground running in the new
campaign despite a short off-season following last
year’s pandemic disruption. “He stayed in great shape
and he came back ready to go,” Malone said. “He
didn’t ease himself into the season. He came back play-
ing at a high level, and he’s done that for every game
we’ve played this year.” Jokic agreed with his coach’s
assessment. “We had a really good season last year
and we had like two months rest. I started the season
really well and I played kind of the whole season really
well.” —AFP

Defending champion
Lightning oust 
’Canes to reach 
NHL semi-finals
LOS ANGELES: Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 29 shots
for the shutout and Brayden Point scored a powerplay
goal as the Tampa Bay Lightning blanked the Carolina
Hurricanes 2-0 Tuesday to reach the semi-finals of the
NHL playoffs. The Lightning used Vasilevskiy’s superb
goaltending, timely scoring and a stingy defense to
win the second round best-of-seven series in five
games.

“We’ve got a lot of confidence in our group,” Point
said. “I thought we had a pretty good regular season
where we were kind of building to this. We just feel
confident.” Tampa Bay will play either the New York
Islanders or the Boston Bruins in the final four. The
Islanders lead that series 3-2.

Point scored a nifty goal to open the scoring four
minutes into the second as he took a pass from Alex
Killorn and then deked goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic
and backhanded the puck into the top half of the net in
front of a crowd of 16,200 in Raleigh, North Carolina.

It was another example of the Lightning’s offensive
stars finishing off plays around the net, especially on
the power play which has been one of their strengths
in the postseason. “They’re both two big-time players
that made big-time plays,” Lightning coach Jon
Cooper said of the passing play.

Forward Ross Colton added the insurance goal with
his third of the playoffs at 9:04 of the third. “Today
was one of our best games of the playoffs,” said
Colton. “We have good confidence in each other and
we feed off each other.”

It was a disappointing second round exit for the
Hurricanes, who won the Central Division regular-sea-
son title, finishing ahead of the defending Stanley Cup
champ Lightning. Carolina went 20-3-5 at home dur-
ing the regular season (including 3-1 against Tampa
Bay) and won all three home games in the first round
against the Nashville Predators. The 25-year-old
rookie Nedeljkovic made 23 saves as he appears to be
on the way to becoming the Hurricanes goaltender of
the future. — AFP


