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News in brief

Super League ‘settlement’

LONDON: The six rebel English clubs that signed up
to the European Super League have reached a finan-
cial settlement with the Premier League worth a
combined £22 million ($31 million), reports said yes-
terday. Arsenal, Chelsea, Liverpool, Manchester City,
Manchester United and Tottenham announced them-
selves as founder members of the competition in April
but the project quickly collapsed after widespread
opposition. Sky News reported the settlement yes-
terday and sources at one of the clubs told Britain’s
Press Association that agreement had been reached,
with clubs facing a £25 million fine and 30-point
deduction if there are further attempts to break away.
It is understood the money will go to grassroots and
community projects.  —AFP

Rodez sign Enzo Zidane

TOULOUSE: Enzo Zidane, the oldest of Zinedine
Zidane’s four sons, has signed for Rodez, the French
Ligue 2 club said yesterday. Enzo Zidane, a 26-year-
old midfielder, came through the youth system at Real
Madrid where he made his debut for the B team in
2014.  Since leaving Real in 2017 he has been at sev-
eral clubs without ever succeeding in establishing
himself: Alaves in the Spanish second division,
Lausanne in Switzerland and most recently CD Aves
in the Portuguese second division. The club has links
with the Zidane family. Zinedine has been a share-
holder since 2012 and his wife Veronique, Enzo’s
mother, is originally from the town.  —AFP

Wolves appoint Lage

LONDON: Wolves yesterday announced the
appointment of former Benfica boss Bruno Lage
as the new manager of the Premier League club
to replace Nuno Espirito Santo. The Portuguese
led Benfica to the Primeira Liga title in his first
season in management in 2019 but left the club
the following year after failing to defend the
crown. The 45-year-old has previous experience
of working in Britain in coaching roles with
Sheffield Wednesday and Swansea City under
Carlos Carvalhal. Nuno, who left at the end of
the season, secured successive seventh-place
finishes in the Premier League after promotion
from the Championship in 2018 but Wolves
could only manage 13th place in the 2020/21
campaign.  —AFP

PARIS: Karim Benzema was forced to leave the
pitch with a dead leg on Tuesday as world champi-
ons France beat Bulgaria 3-0 in their final friendly
one week before beginning their Euro 2020 cam-
paign. Benzema was taken off in the 39th minute at
the Stade De France in what is France’s last match
before they take on Germany in their opening
Group F match of the European Championship
against Germany on June 15.

France also face reigning European champions
Portugal and Hungary, who will play two of their
group matches in front of big crowds at the
Puskas Arena in Budapest. The 33-year-old
Benzema had been recalled with great fanfare to
the national team following a near six-year exile,
but his replacement Olivier Giroud showed why
Les Bleus are considered among the favorites for
the tournament with a late brace which took his
France total to 46.

Giroud, 34, is now just f ive goals behind
France’s all-time top scorer Thierry Henry but will
likely be sidelined when Benzema returns. “When
people call on me, the most important thing is to
do the job,” Giroud told broadcaster M6. “I had
good service from my teammates. They know
where I’m going to be in the box so I just tried to
finish well.”

Antoine Griezmann scored the opening goal in
front of 5,000 joyous supporters who were also
celebrating their return to live football in the stadi-
um. Charlene Lecuir was one of those fans lucky
enough to get a ticket for Tuesday’s match, and
told AFP she let out a “scream of joy” when she
learned she would be attending. Fans were allowed
in if they had a negative test for COVID-19 within
the previous 48 hours or proof they had been
completely inoculated for the virus. 

Benzema’s ‘dead leg’
The supporters were worried when, with

France already ahead thanks to Griezmann,
Benzema sat down in the middle of the pitch and
was checked over by team doctors after having
fallen heavily when attempting a header a few
minutes earlier. He then left the field, but France
coach Did ier  Deschamps p layed down the
injury, saying it was a “dead leg”. 

“He took a good hit on the muscle above the
knee,” Deschamps told M6. “He stopped playing
because he felt it hardening... the medical staff
are at his side.” Benzema had been sidelined by
Les Bleus since 2015 over his alleged role in a
blackmail plot involving his former international
teammate Mathieu Valbuena. He missed out on
France’s 2018 World Cup win and their run to
the Euro 2016 final on home soil.

Benzema has scored 27 goals for France and
was last month named as this season’s best
French foreign-based player by the country’s
players’ association. He scored 29 goals last
season for Real Madrid, passing 20 league goals
in all three seasons since Cristiano Ronaldo left
for Juventus in 2018.

Elsewhere a Spain side made up of young
players due to captain Sergio Busquets’ positive
COVID-19 test, which led to the entire first
team squad being put in isolation, thumped
Lithuania 4-0. Hugo Guillamon began the rout
in the fourth minute before AC Milan forward
Brahim Diaz doubled their lead 20 minutes later.

Abel Ruiz missed a penalty on the half-hour
mark but nine minutes after the break Juan
Miranda made it three with a perfectly placed
free-kick. Javi Puado rounded off the scoring in
the 73rd minute. Spain, whose first team squad

will be vaccinated on Wednesday according to
the country’s health ministry, open their Euro
campaign in Group E against Sweden in Seville
on Monday.

The Swedes have also been affected by the
virus, announcing on Tuesday positive tests for

De jan  Ku lusevsk i  and  Mat t i as  Svanberg .
Robert Lewandowski drew a blank as Poland
drew 2-2  a t  home wi th  Ice land , Karo l
Swiderski replacing the Bayern Munich for-
ward and saving the Poles’ blushes with two
minutes remaining. —AFP

Benzema exits early as France beat
Bulgaria in final pre-Euro friendly

SAINT-DENIS: France’s forward Antoine Griezmann (left) and France’s midfielder Paul Pogba (right) talk to
France’s forward Karim Benzema, injured, during the friendly football match France vs Bulgaria ahead of
the Euro 2020 tournament, at Stade De France in Saint-Denis, on the outskirts of Paris on Tuesday. —AFP

England boss Southgate
speaks of ‘pride’ on
eve of Euro 2020
LONDON: England manager Gareth Southgate has
spoken of how his grandfather’s service in World War
II shaped his own identity and values, expressing his
pride in representing his country on the eve of Euro
2020. Southgate’s side launch their campaign against
Croatia at Wembley on Sunday, with the manager
aiming to build on their run to the World Cup semi-
finals in 2018. All three of England’s group matches
are at home and Wembley is hosting some of the
knockout matches at the delayed tournament, includ-
ing both semi-finals and the final. Former England
international Southgate, writing in the Players’
Tribune, said different people had different ideas of
what it “means to be English”. 

“For me, personally, my sense of identity and val-
ues is closely tied to my family and particularly my
granddad,” he wrote. “He was a fierce patriot and a
proud military man, who served during World War II.
The idea of representing ‘queen and country’ has
always been important to me. We do pageantry so
well in Britain, and, growing up, things like the

queen’s Silver Jubilee (in 1977) and royal weddings
had an impact on me.”

Southgate, early in his tenure as England boss,
took his players to train with the Royal Marines.
“Because of my granddad, I’ve always had an affinity
for the military and service in the name of your coun-
try — though the consequence of my failure in rep-
resenting England will never be as high as his,” he
said. “My granddad’s values were instilled in me from
a young age and I couldn’t help but think of him
when I lined up to sing the national anthem before
my first international caps. My belief is that everyone
has that pride. And that includes the players.”

Southgate, who missed a penalty in England’s
semi-final shootout defeat by Germany at Euro 96 on
home soil, also spoke of how he felt “parental
instincts” kick in as manager. “I can’t help it,” he said.
“After all, I’m old enough to be a father to most of my
players. I see players scrolling on their phones
straight after the final whistle and I think... hmmm, is
that a particularly good idea? Reading abusive com-
ments on Twitter or Instagram is never going to help
performance.”

The England boss said he understood the coron-
avirus pandemic had “put added pressure on every-
one” but did not understand abusive messages. A
number of players in his Euro 2020 squad including
Marcus Rashford and Raheem Sterling have suffered

racist abuse online.
“Why would you tag someone in on a conversa-

tion that is abusive?” said Southgate. “Why would
you choose to insult somebody for something as
ridiculous as the color of their skin? Why?
Unfortunately, for those people that engage in that
kind of behavior, I have some bad news — you’re on
the losing side.” —AFP

BURTON-ON-TRENT: England’s manager Gareth
Southgate gestures during a training session at the
St George’s Park stadium in Burton-upon-Trent
yesterday, ahead of the UEFA EURO 2020 football
competition. —AFP

Neymar helps Brazil
to perfect six in
WC qualifying
MONTEVIDEO: Neymar scored one goal and created the
other as Brazil maintained their perfect start to World Cup
qualifying with a 2-0 win over Paraguay on Tuesday.
Substitute Lucas Paqueta sealed the win deep into injury
time in Asuncion as Brazil opened up a six point lead at the
top of South America’s single qualifying group after a sixth
win out of six.

Paraguay’s first defeat saw them drop out of the auto-
matic qualification places. Brazil got off to a quick start with
less than four minutes on the clock. Gabriel Jesus, recalled to
the starting line-up, crossed from the right and although
Richarlison missed his attempted volley, Neymar was
unmarked at the back post to bobble the ball past goalkeep-
er Antony Silva.

Paraguay did not crumble, though, and center-back Omar
Alderete forced an incredible save out of goalkeeper
Ederson with a blockbuster drive from 30 yards. Miguel
Almiron also found space in the box but his shot was
deflected behind by Eder Militao.

In between, Silva was out quickly to smother a chance for
Richarlison. The Everton forward thought he’d extended the
lead just before halftime with a brilliant dipping volley, but he
was denied by an offside flag.

Paraguay had a strong start to the second half as Ederson
saved a Gustavo Gomez header but Marquinhos should have
doubled the visitors’ advantage when he somehow headed

Neymar’s cross wide from four yards out.
Brazil had chances to kill the game off on the counter but

Neymar screwed an effort wide and Gomez did brilliantly to
block Richarlison’s shot. But in injury time, Neymar played in
Paqueta on the right to send a precise left-foot finish just
inside the far post.

Argentina blow two-goal lead
Miguel Borja scored four minutes into stoppage time to

rescue a 2-2 draw for Colombia in a World Cup qualifier
against Argentina in Barranquilla. Argentina were off to a fly-
ing start, helped by woeful home defending, to move 2-0 up
inside eight minutes through goals by Cristian Romero and
Leandro Paredes. But Colombia’s substitutes turned the
game around in the second half as Luis Nuriel netted from
the spot and then Borja snatched a point at the death. “We
went out to press, we scored two goals but unfortunately we
couldn’t hold on, I think we were tired,” said Argentina for-
ward Lautaro Martinez.

Argentina remain unbeaten in second place while
Colombia are just outside the automatic qualification spots
in fifth. The visitors will be kicking themselves, though, after
a fast start and having the better chances throughout.

Three minutes in, Romero rose highest to head home a
Rodrigo De Paul free-kick from wide on the right that made
it all the way to the edge of the six yard box. A few minutes
later, Lionel Messi picked out Marcos Acuna and his rasping
left-footed drive was deflected inches past the corner of
post and crossbar. Colombia failed to fully clear the resulting
corner and following some pinball in the box, Paredes was
able to run past four players, find space and shoot low into
the corner across goalkeeper David Ospina. Argentina were
well on top and Ospina had to save a fierce drive from
Martinez on 27 minutes, with Nicolas Gonzalez putting the
rebound a whisker past the post.

Colombia finally came alive in first half stoppage time
but Muriel’s shot was blocked by Nicolas Otamendi, while
Duvan Zapata blazed over. They were back in it six minutes
into the second period, though, after Otamendi brought
down Mateus Uribe in the box and Muriel slotted in from
the spot. —AFP

ASUNCION: Brazil’s Lucas Paqueta (left) celebrates
with teammate Neymar after scoring against
Paraguay during their South American qualification
football match for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 at
the Defensores del Chaco Stadium in Asuncion on
Tuesday. —AFP

New doubts 
cloud Copa 
America in Brazil
SAO PAULO: New doubts gathered Tuesday over the
Copa America five days from kickoff, as Brazil ’s
Supreme Court agreed to consider blocking the trou-
bled tournament and the Brazilian national team’s play-
ers said they were against holding it.

Organizers are battling the odds to pull off the
South American football championships this year
despite the coronavirus pandemic. It has forced them
into a last-minute search for an emergency host
country that ended with the controversial choice of
Brazil last week.

Brazil’s Supreme Court said it would rule today on

two requests to block the 10-nation tournament, which
is scheduled to open Sunday and run through July 10.
Chief Justice Luiz Fux said given the “exceptional
nature of the case,” he had decided to have the full 11-
member court take up the matter in an extraordinary
virtual session.

Hours later, the Brazilian national team’s players said
they were against holding the tournament, but put to
rest rumors that they were planning a boycott. “We are
against organizing the Copa America, but we will never
say no to the Brazilian national team,” the players said
in a joint statement on social media.

Neymar and team — as well as Brazil’s coach, Tite
— were reportedly caught off guard by news the tour-
nament would be held in Brazil. The players were blunt
in their criticism of South American football confedera-
tion CONMEBOL. “We are dissatisfied with
CONMEBOL’s handling of the Copa America,” they
said. “Recent events lead us to believe the process of
organizing the tournament will be inadequate.”

Political football
Already delayed by 12 months because of the pandemic,

the Copa America — the world’s oldest running interna-
tional football tournament — was originally due to be host-
ed by Colombia and Argentina.

However, the former fell through because of violent anti-
government protests, and the latter because of a surge of
COVID-19. With the clock ticking down to the opening
match, Brazil stepped in last week as replacement hosts.

But the 2014 World Cup host country has also been
battered by COVID-19. And experts warn it is facing a new
surge that a major international sports tournament could
exacerbate. The pandemic has claimed more than 475,000
lives in Brazil, second only to the United States.

The tournament has become a divisive, politically
loaded matter in the country. Far-right President Jair
Bolsonaro, who has regularly defied expert advice on con-
taining the pandemic, gave his blessing to host it. But epi-
demiologists have voiced alarm, as have Bolsonaro critics
and some coaches and players from participating countries.

‘Right to live’
The cases the Supreme Court agreed to hear were

brought by national metalworkers’ union CNTM and by
opposition Congressman Julio Delgado and his Brazilian
Socialist Party (PSB). The union argues that hosting the
tournament “risks causing an increase in COVID-19 infec-
tions and deaths,” the court said in a statement announcing
it had agreed to hear the cases.

Delgado and the PSB argue that hosting “violates the
fundamental rights to life and health,” it said. Several other
requests to block the tournament were also filed in various
courts, including another to the Supreme Court by the left-
wing Workers’ Party (PT) of former president Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva, who is shaping up as Bolsonaro’s likely
opponent in presidential elections next year.

Brazilian officials have said matches will be held with-
out fans, with mandatory COVID-19 testing for teams
every 48 hours, restrictions on their movement and char-
tered flights to carry them to matches in the four host
cities. —AFP


