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White tiger cub Yanek plays with her mother at the National Zoo in Havana. — AFP photos

Veterinarians treat a white tiger cub at the National Zoo in Havana.

In this file photo US rapper Lil Nas X poses with the Song of the Year Award in the press room dur-
ing the 2019 MTV Video Music Awards at the Prudential Center in Newark, New Jersey. — AFP 

White tiger cub Yanek plays with her mother and siblings.

White tiger cub Yanek plays with a sibling at the National Zoo in Havana.

White tiger cub Yanek plays with her mother.

AHavana zoo has introduced the
country’s first-ever white Bengal
tiger, a rare type not known to exist

in the wild.  Mother Fiona gave birth to
four cubs — including white tiger Yanek
— at the National Zoo of Cuba in March;
but only now, it said, are the cubs inde-
pendent enough to be presented to the
public as they play and swim in their spe-
cial zoo pool. “We are very happy that a
white tiger has been born in Cuba; it is the
first time that this has happened,” said the
animals’ caretaker Angel Cordero. They
were also the first tiger cubs born on
Cuban soil in more than 20 years.  

Along with Yanek, Fiona and fellow
Bengal tiger Garfield are the proud par-
ents of sisters Melissa and Gaby, and

brother Miguel. Conservation group
WWF describes white tigers as “a genetic
anomaly,” with none known to exist in the
wild. There are several dozen in captivity.
White tigers are Bengal tigers whose par-
ents carry a recessive gene, according to
the nonprofit Wildcat Sanctuary in
Minnesota, which helps and studies
felines. They are not albinos or a sepa-
rate species.

Some parks and zoos inbreed white
tigers, as the rarity draws more visitors,
though this is often at the cost of malfor-
mations and other genetic problems,
according to the sanctuary website. The
Asian big cats are classified as endan-
gered by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature. The WWF says

about 3,900 tigers remain in the wild, “but
much more work is needed to protect this
species if we are to secure its future in
the wild.” 

“In some areas, including much of
Southeast Asia, tigers are still in crisis
and declining in number,” the WWF web-
site says. Cordero said the cubs were
displaying typical “aggressive” behavior,
mimicking their mother as they mock-
attack one another. At the zoo, Fiona
receives 10 kilograms (22 pounds) of
meat per day, while the cubs, already
weighing in at between eight and 11 kilo-
grams each, get two kilograms of meat
each. — AFP

‘Lupin’ back to
steal the show
on Netflix

Five months after it became the first
major streaming hit of 2021, “Lupin”
will return Friday with fans desper-

ate to see how Omar Sy’s gentleman-
burglar escapes the latest cliffhanger.
Netflix delivered only the first five
episodes of the show in January,
inspired by the cat-and-mouse novels of
Maurice Leblanc from the early 20th cen-
tury, because the pandemic interrupted
filming last year.  Sy plays Assane Diop,
a fan of the novels who uses the charac-
ter of Lupin as he seeks vengeance for
his wrongly-accused father. The combi-
nation of a charismatic lead, Parisian
backdrops and an undercurrent of race
relations made it the first bona fide
made-in-France hit for Netflix, which is
investing heavily in the country.

But despite the winning ingredients,
Sy himself seemed rather perplexed
when asked why it was so popular. “I
really don’t know!” he told reporters at a
Netflix round-table, laughing.  “When
something like that happens the thing is
just to embrace it and don’t try to under-
stand. It’s just beautiful, I’m very happy
and thrilled.” Writer George Kay, who
also helped pen recent TV hits “Criminal”
and “Killing Eve”, said the season takes
a tense turn in the second half.   Assane
finds himself “in a conflicted situation: do
I keep pushing to get revenge for my
father or do I focus on being a good
dad,” he said at the round-table. 

But Kay, who worked alongside
French writer Francois Uzan, said
“Lupin” remained a family-friendly show
and “the central thing is to make it as fun
as possible”. Paris retains its starring
role in the new season, with the Musee
d’Orsay, catacombs and Chatelet
Theatre making for sumptuous back-
drops to the action.

Netflix France boost 
Dubbed into some 15 languages, and

subtitled into 30, “Lupin” topped the
Netflix charts in a dozen countries in
January, including the first time a French
show had done so in the United States.
The company said 76 million households
watched the first installment in the first
28 days after its release, beating its main
non-anglophone rival, the Spanish crime
drama “La Casa de Papel” (which
clocked 65 million household views for
its fourth series). It was a much-needed
boost for Netflix after its first foray into
the French market, 2016’s “Marseille”,
was panned by critics. 

The streaming giant had a rocky start
to its relations in France, where it has
sometimes been viewed as a threat to
the country’s beloved cinemas. But hav-
ing opened a swanky new Paris head-
quarters last year, Netflix has made sig-
nificant in-roads, partnering with creative
associations and schools, and announc-
ing a major production boost for 2021,
with 27 films, series and documentaries
in the pipeline.  “Lupin” has also been a
boost for French bookshops, with new
editions of Maurice Leblanc’s classics
racking up more than 100,000 sales
since January, according to publisher
Hachette. A smart social media cam-
paign has also helped the show, with
one ad featuring Sy in disguise putting
up a poster on the Paris metro.  A recent
post snuck a web address (assane-
diop.com) into a trailer. The website
revealed that a third instalment of “Lupin”
is already on the way. — AFP

The MTV Video Music Awards will
take place on September 12 in New
York, the channel announced

Tuesday — the latest news that live
entertainment is coming back in the city
as it emerges from the pandemic. MTV
has yet to announce which artists will
perform at the event, to be staged in front
of an audience at the Barclays Center in
Brooklyn. Last year, MTV initially
announced that the 2020 edition would
be held at the same arena before cancel-
ing that plan and hosting a scattered,
behind-closed-doors ceremony with pre-
recorded musical performances in sever-
al New York locations.

The eligibility period for this year’s
videos is from July 2020 to June 2021.
Cultural activities are returning to New
York as the city reopens in the wake of
the Covid-19 pandemic, boosted by vac-
cinations.  Also on Tuesday, Madison
Square Garden announced that it would
host on June 20 the first event in front of
a capacity crowd since coronavirus
struck in March 2020 — a Foo Fighters
concert. Only spectators that can prove
they have been vaccinated against
Covid-19 will be allowed in, the venue
said. “We’ve been waiting for this day for
over a year. And Madison Square
Garden is going to feel that hard,” said
lead singer Dave Grohl.

On Monday, Bruce Springsteen
announced that his hit Broadway show
will reopen on June 26, also in front of
vaccinated audiences. And Mayor Bill de
Blasio announced that the city is planning
a major concert in Central Park in August
to celebrate the city’s “rebirth” as part of a
week of “homecoming” events. — AFP 

UK composer
vows to defy
government on
theatre reopening

Theatre impresario Andrew Lloyd
Webber said in an interview pub-
lished yesterday he is prepared to

be arrested if the British government
does not lift all coronavirus restrictions.
All measures are due to be eased on
June 21 but there is increasing concern
the move could be delayed because of
rising infection rates in some parts of the
country. Lloyd-Webber, who has had a
string of hits in London’s West End and
on Broadway in New York, said post-
ponement would be another blow for the
hard-hit entertainment industry.

The “Cats” and “Evita” composer has
been among the loudest voices in the
sector calling for theatres to reopen in
full, insisting they are “completely safe”
for the public. Lloyd-Webber is putting
on his first musical in six years,
“Cinderella”, next month, and said what-
ever happens, “we are going to open,
come hell or high water”. Asked by The
Daily Telegraph what he would do if the
government postponed the lifting of
restrictions, he said: “We will say: ‘Come
to the theatre and arrest us’.”

He also promised to either sue the
government or demand compensation if

his new show could not open, outlining
the huge financial burden of closures. It
is costing £1 million ($1.4 million, 1.2
million euros) a month to keep his six
theatres closed and he has remortgaged
his central London house to finance his
business, he added. He also said there
was a “real risk” of having to sell some
of his theatres if reopening was post-
poned. Communities Secretary Robert
Jenrick said he “completely sympa-
thized” with Lloyd-Webber’s plight and
said the government wanted to get the-

atres reopened. “I know that people are
desperate to go to them, tickets are sell-
ing fast for all those productions
because people have been away too
long,” he told Sky News television. “But
you have just got a few more days to
wait until the judgment that the Prime
Minister (Boris Johnson) is going to
make on the basis of the data.” A deci-
sion on lifting all social distancing meas-
ures is expected next week. — AFP

Are the French recapturing their tra-
ditional joie de vivre after a year of
COVID lockdowns robbed the

country of some of its most cherished tra-
ditions? As France yesterday enjoyed the

reopening of indoor restaurant dining and
a relaxation of a curfew, the third phase in
a four-stage lifting of virus restrictions, the
mood was unusually buoyant. In Paris,
where cafe terraces have been thronged
nightly since reopening outside on May
19, the stereotypical surly waiter has all
but vanished, replaced by smiling servers
content to wait tables again.

Customers, too, are still in celebratory
mode, three weeks after entertainment
and cultural venues flung open their doors
after being shuttered for seven months.

Bernard Boutboul, a former restaurant
manager who now advises owners at his
Paris-based consultancy Gira, said diners
were spending more on indulgences, like
dessert, wine and cheese. He also made
another key observation. “Since May 19,
we’ve noticed that they are so happy to
go out to restaurants again they are no
longer in a bad mood!”   The return to a
semblance of normality will see a 9:00
p.m. curfew pushed back to 11:00 p.m.
and restaurants open up indoor dining,
albeit with a maximum capacity of 50 per-

cent. The curfew and capacity limits are
set to be scrapped altogether on June 30
if infections, which have fallen sharply in
the last month, continue to fall.

For Le Monde daily, France is in the
throes of a “covida”-a COVID-era cultural
reawakening reminiscent of the “movida”
that transformed Spain in the 1980s, after
the death of dictator Francisco Franco.
“Since the partial lifting of health restric-
tions on May 19 the country has gone in
record time from a state of depression to
a form of insouciance we had nearly for-

gotten,” the paper noted in an editorial on
May 31.

A sharp fall-off in infections after a third
lockdown in April-the number of patients
in intensive care has more than halved to
under 2,500 — and a spell of good weath-
er have given the French further cause for
what President Emmanuel Macron
described on Tuesday as “a form of lucid
optimism.”The dramatic turnaround in
France’s once-blighted vaccination drive
has also given the country cause for
cheer.—ÅFP

Morose no more: 
The French savor
post-lockdown life
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