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Amir receives Kuwait’s new 
Int’l Swimming Federation chief

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received yesterday at Bayan 
Palace His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. His Highness the Amir also 
received the Speaker of the National 
Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. 
Furthermore, His Highness the Amir 
received His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. In the meantime, His 
Highness the Crown Prince received 
Ghanem and His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled at Bayan Palace. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir 
received the Minister of Information 
and Culture, Minister of State for 
Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Badah Al-
Muairi, Kuwait Olympic Committee 

President Sheikh Fahad Nasser Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and Kuwait 
Olympic Committee Secretary 
General and Executive Director of the 
Olympic Council of Asia Hussain Ali 
Al-Musallam on the occasion of the 
latter’s election as President of the 
International Swimming Federation 
(FINA). His Highness the Amir wished 
Musallam success and progress to 
serve Kuwait in regional and interna-
tional sports arenas. His Highness the 
Crown Prince and His Highness the 
Prime Minister also separately 
received Muairi, Sheikh Fahad and 
Musallam; where His Highness Sheikh 
Mishal and His Highness Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled wished the newly-appoint-
ed FINA chief luck and success in his 
new role. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets 
Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Minister of State for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Badah Al-Muairi, 
Kuwait Olympic Committee President Sheikh Fahad Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and Kuwait Olympic Committee Secretary General and 
Executive Director of the Olympic Council of Asia Hussain Ali Al-Musallam.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Minister of State for Youth 
Affairs Abdulrahman Badah Al-Muairi, Kuwait Olympic Committee President Sheikh Fahad Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, and Kuwait Olympic Committee Secretary General and Executive Director of the Olympic 
Council of Asia Hussain Ali Al-Musallam.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Minister of State for Youth 
Affairs Abdulrahman Badah Al-Muairi, Kuwait Olympic Committee President Sheikh Fahad Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, and Kuwait Olympic Committee Secretary General and Executive Director of the Olympic 
Council of Asia Hussain Ali Al-Musallam.
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 against COVID-19 to undergo a PCR swab test 

free of charge at Jaber Hospital tomorrow ahead of 
their final exams next week. Students will be able to 
undergo a swab test at the hospital from 8:00 am 
until 9:30 pm in order to attend their examinations, 
the ministry said in a statement. 

The Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) sent 
volunteers to schools to help implement preventive 
health measures against COVID-19, where they dis-
tributed masks and sanitizers to students and teach-
ers entering schools. Salem Faisal, a student in the 
science section, said the maths exam yesterday was 
easier than he imagined. “I think because we took 
our classes online, they were easy on us where we 
had written and multiple-choice questions,” he said. 

Faisal praised the health measures taken inside the 
school, where students were required to follow all 
health requirements such as social distancing, wear-
ing a mask, sanitizing hands and measuring body 
temperature before entering the test room. Another 
student, Noor Al-Mulla, agreed with Faisal, saying 
teachers kept obligating students to wear masks dur-
ing the exam. “The social distancing was huge 

between each desk. The exam was easy even though 
I didn’t study hard enough,” she said. 

However, for students in the literary section, the 
French exam was hard for many of them. “The French 
language is a new topic for most of us. We learned a 
bit before the pandemic and practiced it only online. 
It is not fair to force us to take paper exams,” said 
Eman Al-Hasan.  

Ali Al-Omar, one of the students who had a hard 
time answering the French exam, said the French lan-
guage exam is beyond the level a student depending 
on e-learning is able to reach. For Omar’s father, 
Amjad Al-Omar, the main concerns were about 
health procedures. “I’m concerned if a student is 
infected but has no symptoms - he would be able to 
infect more than 600 others, and then these students 
can infect their parents,” he said.  

Ahmad Al-Zufairi, father of another student, noted 
that a paper exam will determine the student’s ability 
to learn, whether in class or behind screens. “Some 
students did not put any effort into online classes. 
They were sleeping all year long,” he said. Um Fahad, 
mother of a third student, complained that her son 
has asthma and he had a hard time answering the 
questions while wearing a mask. 

Students taking the exams need to present a vacci-
nation certificate issued by the health ministry or a 
negative result of the PCR test. According to the edu-
cation ministry, the exams will be held in schools with 
a commitment to achieving the utmost health precau-
tions before, during, and after the exams. — Agencies 

Grade 12 students 
appear for...
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 Lokmanya Tilak Municipal General Hospital, 

better known as Sion. “It was non-stop,” the 27-
year-old anesthesiologist told AFP. 

Patients’ relatives described distressing scenes 
inside packed wards, with one man telling AFP he 
had to change his sick mother’s diapers himself 
because staff were too overworked. A video shot 
inside Sion and widely shared on social media 
showed corpses wrapped in black plastic left on 
beds in a ward where patients were being treated. 
Every night, the city helpline fielded thousands of 
calls from desperate citizens, many with no chance 
of getting admitted to a publicly-funded hospital: 
Mumbai had just 80 ambulances and 425 intensive 
care units for a population of 20 million.  

Something had to change fast, said Iqbal Chahal, 
a no-nonsense bureaucrat who took over as 
Mumbai’s municipal commissioner last May. New 
field hospitals added thousands of beds, private 
facilities handed over their COVID-19 wards to the 
government and 800 vehicles were turned into 
ambulances. But these efforts could not combat the 
swift rise in infections. “We needed to chase the 
virus,” Chahal told AFP.  

A proactive approach focused on 55 slums 
including India’s largest, Dharavi, where a strict 
lockdown was accompanied by aggressive sanitiza-

tion of public toilets, mass coronavirus screening 
and a huge volunteer effort to ensure that nobody 
went hungry. All positive test reports in Mumbai 
were routed through “war rooms” manned by doc-
tors who would triage cases and decide where to 
send the patient, irrespective of “whether he is a 
minister, a big shot or a slum dweller”, Chahal said.  

As 2020 wore on, it looked like India might have 
miraculously beaten the pandemic and lockdown 
restrictions were eased. But in Mumbai, authorities 
didn’t dismantle a single bed in the now-deserted 
field hospitals. This meant that when cases surged in 
March, the metropolis was much better prepared 
than many other Indian cities, where the health care 
system came close to collapse. 

In the capital Delhi and elsewhere, patients died 
outside hospitals and crematoriums were over-
whelmed. But not in Mumbai. Despite having a 
much higher population density than many other 
cities, Mumbai has seen significantly lower mortality 
rates. The city still suffered close calls, Chahal said, 
recalling one night in April when six hospitals faced 
dire oxygen shortages, putting 168 patients at seri-
ous risk unless they were shifted to other facilities. 
Everyone survived. “We always expected a second 
wave,” Chahal said. 

Patra recalls getting calls from colleagues in Delhi 
desperately searching for medical equipment. “As 
doctors, there is very little we can do in the absence 
of infrastructure,” she said. Ruben Mascarenhas, co-
founder of Mumbai-based non-profit Khaana 
Chahiye, said he would get dozens of messages 
every morning from people begging for oxygen and 
drugs - but as the pandemic wore on, the requests 
mostly came from outside the city.  — AFP 

How Mumbai 
beat the odds...
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After Iran’s revolution, laws gave women a lower 

legal status than men. Unless expressly mentioned 
in marriage contracts, Iranian women must obtain 
authorization from their husbands in order to leave 
the country. Women are considered to have half the 
value of men in various legal aspects, such as inher-
itance and testimony in court. 

Headscarves are mandatory in public, and 
women are subject to various types of discrimina-
tion, from not being allowed to attend men’s foot-

ball matches in stadiums, to being banned from 
singing solo in front of male or mixed audiences. 
But the Islamic republic has also encouraged edu-
cation for women, who for years now have outnum-
bered men at universities - a development that has 
transformed expectations and overturned cen-
turies-old traditions. 

Young women’s access to higher education has 
opened up job prospects, particularly in business. 
“Women have shone everywhere in Iran when they 
have no obstacles blocking them - namely in educa-
tion, philanthropy and entrepreneurship,” Shojaei 
said. Former lawmaker Koulaei told AFP that 
“Iranian women have proved they can bring down 
barriers”. “We need continuity, stability and the 
pursuit of efforts that are of course directly linked 
to the country’s political situation and the process 
of democratizing society,” she added. — AFP 

Long, difficult 
path to political...
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The attack, in this city of 500,000 some 200 km 

southwest of Toronto, sparked anger and disbelief 
over another senseless attack on ordinary Canadian 
Muslims. “Everyone who knew Salman and the rest 
of the Afzaal family knew the model family they were, 
as Muslims, Canadians and Pakistanis,” said a state-
ment from their relatives. “They were always there 
giving and participating in spreading goodness.” All 
were hard workers, and the children were “top stu-
dents,” it said. 

Madiha Salman was finishing her doctorate at 
Western University in London. She had arrived in 
Canada in 2007 after completing studies in civil 
engineering and the environment in Pakistan. She was 

“a brilliant scholar and a caring mother and friend,” 
her friends wrote on a GoFundMe page that has so 
far raised Can$470,000 to support Fayez and the 
broader Pakistani community in London. 

The London mosque and the National Council of 
Canadian Muslims have separately raised more than 
Can$785,000 on the LaunchGood platform, while a 
fund-raising effort by a Muslim association at 
Western University has taken in Can$700,000. 
Madiha Salman’s Facebook page features pictures of 
her smiling children and of gifts they had made her 
for Mother’s Day. 

Husband Salman Afzaal was a “beloved member of 
the London community. Whether at his local cricket 
matches or at the Masjid (mosque) the first thing to 
greet you would be his gentle and welcoming smile,” 
the GoFundMe post said. Daughter Yumna, a ninth 
grader, was “a loving friend to many”. And Salman’s 
mother, whose name has not been released, was “a 
pillar of their family” - someone who “cherished their 
daily walks”. — AFP 

‘Model family’  
cut down on...


