
PARIS: Novak Djokovic survived a five-set scare
while Rafael Nadal shone in the Paris sun as the
two Grand Slam heavyweights reached the French
Open quarter-finals for the 15th time, stalling the
advance of tennis’s next generation. World number
one Djokovic stayed on course to become the first
man in over 50 years to win all four Slams twice
but only after fighting back from two sets down to
see off 19-year-old Lorenzo Musetti.

Nadal, the 13-time champion and bidding for a
record 21st major, claimed his 104th win in Paris
by beating another Italian 19-year-old, Jannik
Sinner in straight sets. Musetti, ranked 76 and
making his Grand Slam debut, was poised to con-
demn Djokovic to his earliest exit in Paris since
2009 when he captured the first two sets, 7-6
(9/7), 7-6 (7/2).

But Djokovic levelled by taking the next two, 6-
1, 6-0 before Musetti, who had needed a medical
time-out, retired at 4-0 down in the decider suf-
fering from cramps and a back injury. “I like to
play young guys in the best of five because even at
two sets down, I feel I still have my chances,” said
18-time major winner Djokovic. “I feel physically
fit, I have won most of my five-setters and that
experience helps.”

Fifth time
It was the fifth time in his Grand Slam career

that 34-year-old Djokovic has come back from two
sets down. Djokovic, the 2016 champion and chas-
ing a 19th major, reeled off 53 of the last 61 points
as he made a quarter-final at the majors for the
49th time. “I was not able anymore to win a point,
and so I decided to retire,” said Musetti. “But it
was a fantastic experience for me. I was playing
my best tennis.”

Third seed Nadal downed 18th-seeded Sinner
7-5, 6-3, 6-0 and goes on to face Diego
Schwartzman of Argentina who he defeated in the
semi-finals in 2020. Nadal has now won 104
matches at  Roland Garros against  just  two
defeats since his 2005 debut while Monday’s vic-
tory extended his run of consecutive sets won in
Paris to 35.

The 35-year-old Spanish world number three is
seeded to face Djokovic in the semi-finals. “I start-
ed well but was a little too defensive. I gave him
the chance to come inside the court and play his
best shots. That was a mistake,” said Nadal after
reaching a 44th Slam last-eight. “I broke back at
5-4 in the first set and the match changed after

that. I played at a great level.”
Nadal hit 31 winners while the Italian claimed

just 10 points in the third set. Schwartzman, the
10th seed, reached his third French Open quarter-
final with a 7-6 (11/9), 6-4, 7-5 win over
Germany’s Jan-Lennard Struff.

Meanwhile, in the women’s draw, Coco Gauff,
Barbora Krejcikova and Maria Sakkari all reached
the quarter-finals of a Slam for the first time while
defending champion Iga Swiatek cruised through.
Gauff swept to an impressive 53-minute, 6-3, 6-1
win over Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur. At just 17, she is the
youngest woman to reach the last eight of a Slam
since Nicole Vaidisova at the 2016 French Open.

Kenin out
Gauff, who famously raced to the Wimbledon

fourth round in 2019 as a 15-year-old qualifier,
faces Krejcikova for a place in the semi-finals.
The 33rd-ranked Czech also reached her first

Grand Slam quarter-final with a 6-2, 6-0 win over
2018 runner-up and former US Open champion
Sloane Stephens.

But Krejcikova admitted she almost didn’t
make it to the court. “Half an hour before the
match, I didn’t even want to step on the court,”
said the 25-year-old. “I had to lock myself in the
physio room and I had to talk to my psychologist.
I was actually crying.”

Last year’s runner-up Sofia Kenin, the fourth
seed, was knocked out by Sakkari 6-1, 6-3 as the
Greek reached her maiden Slam last-eight. The
world number 18 will face next reigning champion
Swiatek who clinched a 6-3, 6-4 victory over
Ukrainian teenager Marta Kostyuk.

The eighth seed from Poland has won 22
straight sets at Roland Garros. Swiatek, 20, is aim-
ing to become the first woman to defend the title
in Paris since Justine Henin won the tournament
three times in a row from 2005 to 2007. — AFP
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Djokovic survives, Nadal
cruises at French Open 

PARIS: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Italy’s Lorenzo Musetti during their men’s singles fourth round
tennis match on Day 9 of The Roland Garros 2021 French Open tennis tournament in Paris on Monday. —AFP

Zidansek reaches
French Open
semi-finals
PARIS: World number 85 Tamara Zidansek became
the first Slovenian woman to reach the semi-finals of
a Grand Slam yesterday when she beat Spain’s
Paula Badosa at the French Open. Zidansek
advanced 7-5, 4-6, 8-6 and will play Kazakh 21st
seed Elena Rybakina or 31st-seeded Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova of Russia for a place in Saturday’s
final. “I’m really, really happy to be in the semi-
finals,” said Zidansek, who had never gone beyond
the second round of a major before this year’s
Roland Garros.

Zidansek recovered from 3-0 and a double break
down in the first set and then saved three break
points at 6-6 in the decider before taking her sec-
ond match point against the in-form Badosa, the
33rd seed who has won the most clay court matches
(17) on the WTA tour this season. “I knew before
the match it was going to be a tough battle,” added
Zidansek, 23. “In the third set I managed to get into
my groove and I started feeling better and better,
and I was fighting really well.” — AFP

PARIS: Slovenia’s Tamara Zidansek returns the ball to
Spain’s Paula Badosa during their quarter-final match
of the 2021 French Open in Paris yesterday. —AFP

England face ‘difficult
time’ as Robinson
Twitter row rumbles,
says Anderson
LONDON: James Anderson said yesterday
England’s cricketers were trying to learn lessons
during a “difficult time” after paceman Ollie
Robinson was suspended over historical racist and
sexist tweets. Robinson’s international career is on
hold after last week’s successful Test debut against
New Zealand pending an England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) investigation into social media
messages he posted in 2012 and 2013.

The issue is overshadowing the action on the
pitch, with the ECB becoming aware of a second
unidentified player posting “historic offensive mate-
rial” on social media and even an intervention from
Prime Minister Boris Johnson. Veteran paceman
Anderson, who is set to become England’s most-
capped Test player this week, said players were
“trying to learn” from the situation.

“We’ve realized that it’s important to try and get
educated around these issues, which we’re continu-

ing to do with the ECB and the PCA (Professional
Cricketers’ Association),” he said. “We’ve all been
doing workshops before this series to try and help
improve ourselves as people basically, to try and
make sure that this sort of thing doesn’t happen.”

Prime Minister Johnson on Monday backed com-
ments from his culture and sports secretary that
English cricket’s ruling body had gone “over the
top” by suspending the 27-year-old. Anderson, who
will win a record 162nd cap if he is selected for the
second Test against New Zealand, which starts at
Edgbaston on Thursday, said Robinson had apolo-
gized for the tweets.

“Yes, we do make mistakes, everyone does and
as people we’ve got to try improve and make sure
this sort of stuff doesn’t happen and make sure peo-
ple are aware it’s not acceptable,” said the
Lancashire quick. “(Robinson) stood up in front of
the group and apologized and you can see how sin-
cere he was, and how upset he was. I think as a
group, we’ve appreciated that he’s a different per-
son now. He’s done a lot of maturing and growing
since then and he’s got the full support of the team.”

Anderson, 38, was asked how carefully he had
reviewed his own posts, which date back to 2009.
“For me, it’s 10-11 years ago. I’ve certainly changed
as a person,” he said. “I think that’s the difficulty,
things do change, you do make mistakes. It’s some-
thing that we’re definitely going to have to look at.

But again, if we educate people well enough, if we
get educated enough, the language in those tweets
doesn’t go out in the first place.” The first Test of
the two-match series ended in a draw. — AFP

LONDON: England’s Ollie Robinson fields on the fifth
day of the first Test cricket match between England
and New Zealand at Lord’s Cricket Ground in London
on June 6, 2021. — AFP

Debbie Hewitt
set to be first woman
chair of English FA
LONDON: English football’s governing body, the
Football Association (FA), yesterday said former
RAC chief executive Debbie Hewitt would become
its first chairwoman, replacing Greg Clarke, who
stepped down after his comments on diversity in
the sport.

Hewitt was selected by a seven-member panel
largely due to her successful career in business
including at the RAC, a British automotive services
company where she led all commercial activities,
including roadside and recovery business. 

More recently the 57-year-old has been non-
executive vice-chairman of companies such as Visa
Europe. The Times reported in March there had
been 100 applicants for Clarke’s job, with six people
making the short list. 

Should she have her nomination confirmed by the
FA Council on July 22, she will be a permanent suc-
cessor to Clarke, as the governing body — founded
in 1863 — strives to make football more inclusive.
He resigned last November after apologizing for
using “unacceptable words” while discussing diver-
sity in football at a parliamentary committee.

“The panel were in full agreement that she has
the outstanding chair and governance expertise,
across an extensive range of business sectors, as
well as the proven leadership qualities and charac-
ter required for the role,” said an FA statement.
Hewitt has received an honor from Queen Elizabeth
II for her service to business and said she was look-
ing forward to being part of molding a positive
future for the sport.

“As the events in recent months have shown,
this is a significant moment in time for English
football, with a clear purpose for all stakeholders
to secure the long-term health of the game at all
levels,” she said in a statement. “I’ve been passion-
ate about football from a very young age and I’m
excited by the opportunity to play my part in
shaping the future of something that means so
much to so many.” — AFP

Sri Lanka to tour
England after
pay-row ban threat
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s players have set aside a
pay dispute with national cricket chiefs until the
England tour is over, after being threatened with
bans of up to three years if they did not play. The
cricket board has cut fees for 24 national players by
up to 40 percent in new performance-based con-
tracts, which the players have rejected.

Both sides failed to conclude their talks on the
new scheme — which would mean drastic pay cuts
for some senior players — by a weekend deadline
set by Sri Lanka Cricket. But the 24-member squad
agreed to play against England after the authorities
warned they risked bans of up to three years if they
refused, official sources said.

“Players have agreed to abide by the conditions
of the board for the England tour,” a board official
said, asking not to be named. Both sides agreed to
address the pay issue after the tour, which
includes three one-day internationals and three
Twenty20 games. The official said Sri Lanka
would have had to pay huge penalties to the
England Cricket Board if the tour was cancelled
due to the pay issue. A lawyer representing the
cricketers reiterated at the weekend they did not
agree with the new pay scheme. 

Under the proposed structure, former captain
Angelo Mathews and current Test captain Dimuth
Karunaratne would suffer the biggest cuts.
Mathews’ annual fee would fall from $130,000 a
year to $80,000, while Karunaratne was offered
$70,000, a drop of $30,000. — AFP


