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Parking lots: Car
space sells for
$1.3m in Hong Kong

Asingle car parking space has been
sold for a whopping HK$10 million
($1.3 million) at a luxury Hong

Kong apartment complex, local media
reported on Friday. The 12.5 square-
meter (135 square-foot) spot is part of a
development on The Peak, a swanky
area that has attracted some of the city’s
richest residents since colonial times.
Boasting breath-taking views over
Victoria Harbour, the hilltop has eye-
watering property prices-including some
of the world’s most expensive real
estate.

While Hong Kong’s wealthy think
nothing of dropping millions of dollars for
their homes, millions of the city’s resi-
dents struggle to afford the rent on shoe-

box apartments-many smaller than the
parking space. A 2019 report by UBS
said a “skilled worker” needed 22 years
of income to afford a 60-square-metre
flat, up from 12 years a decade ago, with
salaries staying largely the same since
2008. Another study from the same year
listed the average property price in Hong
Kong at $1.2 million. 

The luxury property market has
rebounded following a period of uncer-
tainty around growing political unrest in
the city, and appears to have weathered
the economic impact of COVID-19.  This
year, a 3,378-square-foot penthouse
sold for US$59 million, setting a new
benchmark for price per square foot at
$17,500. — AFP

Long before his mega smash-hit
“Hamilton,” Lin-Manuel Miranda
dazzled Broadway with “In The

Heights,” a Latin pop and salsa-inspired
musical celebrating the New York immi-
grant community that raised him. Warner
Bros.’ big-screen version of Miranda’s
debut work finally arrives in US theaters
Thursday-a rare foray by a major
Hollywood studio into a lavish production
that puts Latino stories, stars and film-
makers front and center. “It’s a big deal,
and I think it’s the beginning of a Latin
wave that I hope opens a lot more doors
for more movies like this,” Mexican actor
Melissa Barrera told AFP.

“From the moment they started cast-
ing in the movie, I was like ‘oh my gosh,
because there aren’t many movies that
give us this platform, I know everyone is
going to audition for this.’” Barrera-who
rose to fame in Mexico’s “telenovela”
soap operas-landed the key role of
Vanessa, an aspiring designer hoping to
trade the Washington Heights “barrio” at

Manhattan’s northern tip for the chic
fashion world of downtown. Her love
interest Usnavi (Anthony Ramos), a
bodega owner, dreams of rebuilding his
father’s beach bar in the Dominican
Republic, while their Puerto Rican friend
Nina (Leslie Grace) has “escaped” to

Stanford University but pines for home.
Miranda-who is of Puerto Rican

descent, and has long advocated for his
community in the entertainment world
and beyond-wrote the first version of “In
The Heights” as a young student at
Wesleyan University. It reached
Broadway in 2008, where it earned 13
Tony nominations, and set its creator on
the path to “Hamilton”-the wildly popular
story of the first US treasury secretary
Alexander Hamilton and his fellow found-
ing fathers, itself told through the lens of
modern, multiethnic America.

In the film, Miranda takes the small
role of neighborhood “piraguero”-a ven-
dor of traditional ice desserts-and hands
directing duties to Jon M. Chu (“Crazy
Rich Asians.”) But Barrera admitted it
was “intimidating” to collaborate with the
“Hamilton” creator on the follow-up of
sorts to a global smash hit. “The pres-
sure comes along with ‘I want to do this
right, I want to do the best that I can to
do good by Jon and Lin... and the entire

community.” While 18.5 percent of the
US population is Hispanic, Latino actors
accounted for just 5.4 percent of lead
roles in Hollywood last year, according to
UCLA’s “Hollywood Diversity Report.”

‘Struggle’ 
The film version of the tale is largely

shot on the colorful streets of
Washington Heights, blocks from where
Miranda grew up. In keeping with its
recurrent theme of encroaching gentrifi-
cation, location scouts had to studiously
ignore the area’s Chipotle and Target
chains, “recasting” several blocks with
hand-painted signs and awnings to
evoke a nostalgic, mom-and-pop shop
feel. Along with highlighting the food,
music and traditions of Miranda’s youth,
the film diverges from its stage predeces-
sor by following Nina to protests support-
ing immigrant rights for the so-called
“Dreamers.” 

The film was shot and intended for
release during Donald Trump’s presiden-

cy, at a time when the citizenship path-
way for undocumented young people
brought to the United States as children
was under attack. The pandemic forced
a postponement to the movie’s release.
Today, the passage of two immigration
bills approved by the US House of
Representatives remains uncertain in the
evenly divided Senate. “It’s a rarely told
story-it’s a rarely told struggle,” said
Grace, whose character Nina fails to fit in
at her elite West Coast school.

That feeling of self-doubt is “a univer-
sal feeling that we all feel, both in terms
of representation and in terms of
‘Dreamers,’” she told AFP. “They’re told
that they’re the worst... that they reflect a
lot of things that they’re not here to
reflect. “They come with an aspiration... a
dream.” “In The Heights” opens in US
theaters and on HBO Max streaming
from June 10. — AFP

Lin-Manuel Miranda

US rocker Bruce Springsteen
announced Monday that his epony-
mous hit Broadway show will

reopen in June, making him the first
megastar to perform for an indoor audi-
ence at a major venue since the city
began reopening. “Springsteen on
Broadway” will admit only vaccinated
audience members, the production said in
a statement, with proof of full inoculation
required. The 71-year-old New Jersey
native put on 236 sold-out performances
of the show between October 2017 and
December 2018, sharing personal stories
and performing acoustic songs to illus-
trate his life journey.

Although able to sell out giant concert
halls and pack stadiums “the Boss” has
chosen St. James Theatre which accom-
modates only approximately 1,700, for his
latest performance, which runs June 26
through September 4. Few theaters have
opened on Broadway, with the first major
productions expected to kick off in
September at earliest. The musical
“Hadestown,” opens its doors on
September 2. “I loved doing ‘Springsteen
on Broadway’ and I’m thrilled to have
been asked to reprise the show as part of
the reopening of Broadway,” Springsteen
said. Tickets go on sale Thursday. — AFP

New York is planning to host a major
concert in Central Park in August as
a way to celebrate the city’s

“rebirth” following the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced
Monday. No program details were
revealed, but De Blasio has asked veter-
an music producer Clive Davis-who often
draws A-listers to his events-to organize
the line-up. “You can see the comeback
happening,” De Blasio told a press confer-

ence, announcing a “Homecoming Week”
of events to celebrate the Big Apple’s
emergence from the pandemic, which hit
the city especially hard in the early days.
“But we want to amplify, we want to make
it bigger.”

The concert will be the culmination of
an “amazing, memorable, once-in-a-life-
time week... to celebrate the rebirth of
New York City,” the mayor said. He did
not offer a specific date, but The New

York Times said August 21 is the tentative
plan. Davis-who has worked with music
legends Bruce Springsteen, Aretha
Franklin and Whitney Houston during his
storied career-told the Times he hopes to
recruit eight “iconic” stars for a three-hour
event that will be broadcast worldwide.
Many of the 60,000 tickets would be dis-
tributed free of charge, Davis said, though
there will be VIP seating as well.

De Blasio told reporters that he expect-

ed the line-up to be “heavy on New York
artists.” The concert would be the latest in
a series of major music events hosted on
Central Park’s Great Lawn, like Simon
and Garfunkel’s classic free concert in
1981 or the Global Citizen concert in
September 2019.  De Blasio’s announce-
ment comes as America’s most populous
city seeks to relaunch its tourism industry.
Vaccination efforts have drastically reined
in coronavirus case numbers. More than

63 percent of adults in New York City
have received at least one dose of vac-
cine, according to official data. Many
restrictions aimed at curbing the spread of
the virus have been lifted, and New York
state governor Andrew Cuomo said
Monday that most of the remaining meas-
ures would be eliminated once 70 percent
vaccination is achieved. — AFP

Nearly 30 celebrities, from singer
Katy Perry to footballer David
Beckham, called on the G7 yester-

day to share COVID-19 vaccines with
poorer countries ahead of a summit in
Britain this weekend. The entertainment
and sports figures urged the seven coun-
tries-France, Italy, the UK, Canada,
Japan, Germany and the United States-to
pledge at least 20 percent of their supply
between June and August, amounting to
150 million doses. “The world has spent a
year and a half battling the COVID-19
pandemic, but the virus is still spreading in
many countries and producing new vari-
ants with the potential to put us all back
where we started,” the missive warned.

“This means more school closures,
more healthcare disruptions, and greater
economic fallout-threating the futures of
families and children everywhere,” it said.
Among the other signatories on the letter,
which included a number of UNICEF good-
will ambassadors, were actors Liam
Neeson, Orlando Bloom, Priyanka Chopra
Jonas, and Whoopi Goldberg. Singers Billie
Eilish and Angelique Kidjo plus football star
Sergio Ramos, Formula One driver
Fernando Alonso and tennis star Andy
Murray also signed the letter. Britain is host-
ing the G7 summit in Cornwall in south-
western England starting Friday. — AFP

Sale of Mona
Lisa replica set
to raise up to
300,000 euros

Areplica of the Mona Lisa which was
passionately defended by its owner
in the 1960s as the original

Leonardo de Vinci canvas is to go on sale
this week in Paris, where it is expected to
raise up to 300,000 euros ($365,000).
The painting is known as the “Mona Lisa
Hekking”, named after Raymond Hekking,
an art dealer based in the south of France
who cast doubt on the authenticity of the
original masterpiece owned by the Louvre
museum in Paris. After buying his version

in the Riviera town of Nice, Hekking suc-
ceeded in drawing art historians and jour-
nalists to his home to examine his pur-
chase while insisting that the Louvre
owned the fake.

Auction house Christie’s is to put the
work on sale on Friday, with the quality of
the reproduction and the unusual back
story setting the replica apart from other
versions of one of the most copied paint-
ings in the world. “This work and its histo-
ry illustrate the fascination that the Mona
Lisa and the aura of Leonardo da Vinci
have always held,” the auction house
says on its website, estimating the price
at 200,000-300,000 euros. The original
Mona Lisa was stolen from the Louvre in
1911 by Italian Vincenzo Perugia, only to
be returned three years later. Hekking
wrongly claimed that the returned canvas
was not the original. Upon his death in
1977, his replica was passed on to his
family who have decided to put it up for
sale.— AFP
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In this file photo Bruce
Springsteen performs at

the 7th annual “Stand
Up For Heroes” event at
Madison Square Garden
in New York City. — AFP 
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