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THE HAGUE: War crimes judges yesterday upheld 
the genocide conviction of former Bosnian Serb 
military chief Ratko Mladic over the 1995 
Srebrenica massacre, Europe’s worst act of blood-
shed since World War II. The UN tribunal in The 
Hague rejected Mladic’s appeal against his 2017 life 
sentence for genocide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity over the 1992-5 Bosnian war. 
Dubbed the “Butcher of Bosnia”, the once burly 
general who is now in his late 70s sat impassively 
and listened to the judgement through headphones 
as it was read out by presiding judge Prisca 
Nyambe. 

“The appeals chamber affirmed the sentence of 
life imprisonment imposed on Mr Mladic by the trial 
chamber,” the tribunal in The Hague said in a state-
ment. The verdict by five judges at the UN 
International Residual Mechanism for Criminal 
Tribunals — which deals with cases from the now-
closed Yugoslavia war crimes tribunal — is final and 
cannot be appealed any further. Mothers of some of 
the 8,000 mostly Muslim men and boys killed in 
cold blood when Bosnian Serb troops overran 
Srebrenica were outside the court where they have 
long campaigned for justice.  

“Today is a historic day, not only for us moth-
ers, but also for the whole Balkans, Europe and 
the world,” Munira Subasic, president of one of 
the “Mothers of Srebrenica” associations, told 

AFP outside court. 
“He’s a monster who did not repent for what he 

has done, even after 26 years. Wherever their army 
came, wherever their boot stepped in, they commit-
ted genocide,” she added. 

 
‘I have come to cry’  

At the genocide memorial near Srebrenica, a 
giant screen broadcast witness testimony ahead of 
the verdict, near the lines of white headstones 
where the bodies of some 6,600 identified victims 
are laid to rest. “Instead of rejoicing with grandchil-
dren, I have come to cry here,” said Munevera 
Kabeljic, 69, resting on the graves of her husband 
and her sons aged 17 and 20, neither of whom were 
married. Kabeljic hit out at members of the Serbian 
community in Bosnia who have denied that any 
massacre took place. 

“What hurts is the most is that they deny geno-
cide,” she added. “They say it didn’t happen, but 
these tombstones prove it. They didn’t come to 
sleep here, they were killed.” Mladic was the mili-
tary face of a brutal trio led on the political side by 
ex-Yugoslav president Slobodan Milosevic and for-
mer Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic. 
Captured in 2011 after a decade on the run, Mladic 
was found guilty in 2017 of genocide for personally 
overseeing the massacre at the supposedly UN-
protected enclave of Srebrenica. 

Footage from the time showed him handing out 
sweets to children before they and the women of 
Srebrenica were taken away by bus, while the 
men of the town were marched into a forest and 
executed. 

 
‘Target of NATO’  

Mladic was also found guilty of orchestrating a 
wider campaign of “ethnic cleansing” to drive 
Muslims and Bosnians out of key areas to create a 
Greater Serbia as Yugoslavia tore itself apart after 
the fall  of communism. The war left around 
100,000 people dead and 2.2 million displaced. 
Mladic, who gives his age as 78 but it is 79 accord-
ing to the court, insisted throughout the trial and 
appeal process that he was guilty of genocide or 
war crimes. 

In one of a series of tirades to the court, he 
painted himself last August as a “target of the 
NATO alliance” and derided the court as a “child of 
western powers”. 

His lawyers argued that he was far from the 
scene at the time of the actual killings in Srebrenica, 
and that he could not be held responsible for the 
crimes of his subordinates. The appeal hearing was 
delayed repeatedly after Mladic needed surgery to 
remove a polyp, and then because of the Covid-19 
pandemic. Access to the court yesterday was also 
limited because of coronavirus measures. —AFP

Court upholds life sentence for Mladic 
‘He’s a monster who did not repent for what he has done’ 

THE HAGUE: Ex-Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic looks on as he drinks from the defendant box during the hearing of the final verdict on appeal against his 
genocide conviction over the 1995 Srebrenica massacre, Europe’s worst act of bloodshed since World War II, yesterday at the International Residual Mechanism for 
Criminal Tribunals (IRMCT) in The Hague. — AFP

US wants to work  
with Guatemala  
to limit migration 

 
GUATEMALA CITY: US Vice President 
Kamala Harris said Monday the United States 
hopes to work with Guatemala to address the 
root causes of illegal migration by creating “a 
sense of hope” in the poverty- and violence-
plagued country, on her first trip abroad since 
taking office. Meeting President Alejandro 
Giammattei in Guatemala City, Harris said 
reducing undocumented migration from 
Central to North America was a priority for 
US President Joe Biden’s administration. 

“Most people do not want to leave the 
place where they grew up,” loved ones, and 
people with whom they share a language and 
culture, Harris said. But they often do so 
“either because they are fleeing some harm or 
because they simply cannot satisfy their basic 
needs by staying at home,” she added. 
Regardless of their reasons for leaving, Harris 
urged would-be migrants not to make the 
journey: “Do not come” to the United States, 
she told them. 

“The United States will continue to enforce 
our laws and secure our borders... If you come 
to our border, you will be turned back,” she 
said. Instead, she proposed that the United 
States and Guatemala “work together” to find 
solutions to “long-standing problems.” 
Critically, people must be given “a sense of 
hope that help is on the way,” said Harris. 

“It must be coupled with relationships of 
trust. It must be coupled with tangible out-
comes, in terms of what we do as leaders to 
convince people that there is a reason to be 
hopeful about their future and the future of 
their children.” 

Giammattei said Guatemala wanted to 
cooperate “to create conditions in Guatemala 
so that they (young people) can find here the 
hope they do not have today.” Harris 
announced a joint task force on smuggling and 
human trafficking, a women’s empowerment 
program, and an anti-corruption task force to 
help Central American law enforcement prose-
cute cases. She rejected Republican criticism 
of the fact that neither she nor Biden had visit-
ed the US southern border, saying she had 
come to Central America to discuss matters in 
a “way that is significant and has real results” 
rather than making “grand gestures.” Harris, 
who later flew to Mexico to meet President 
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, said she had 
told Giammattei the United States would send 
500,000 coronavirus vaccines. — AFP 

Zionists free 
Jordanian  
bus bomber 
after 20 years 

 
SHEIKH HUSSEIN BRIDGE:  A 
Palestinian-Jordanian man jailed in 
Zionist state after planting a bomb on 
a bus that wounded 13 civilians in 
2000 was released yesterday after 
serving his 20-year sentence. 
Abdullah Abu Jaber, 46, was wel-
comed with flowers and shouts of joy 
by his family after he entered Jordan 
across the Sheikh Hussein Bridge. 

Jaber, originally from Jordan’s 
Baqaa refugee camp, hid a bomb on a 
bus in Tel Aviv on December 28, 
2000, detonating it remotely and 
wounding 13 people. He was arrested 
the following day. “Twenty years ago, 
I made a journey not for tourism, but 

of resistance,” Jaber said, draped in 
Jordanian and Palestinian keffiyeh 
headscarves. “I have done my duty as 
a Palestinian, because it is the land of 
Palestine and we must liberate it as 
quickly as possible.” 

According to Zionist charge sheet, 
Jaber was recruited by the armed 
wing of Fatah in Nablus, in the occu-
pied West Bank, and had entered 
Zionist entity illegally. He called for 
rival Palestinian factions Fatah and the 
Hamas to end their long division and 
form a common front against Zionist 
entity. “I hope that the Palestinians 
will be united again,” he said, adding 
the differences extended to 
Palestinians inside Jewish prisons. 

Yunis Abu Sil, a member of the 
Palestinian National Council, the 
PLO’s legislative arm, said he was 
“very happy” and called Jaber a 
“hero”. Around half of Jordan’s 10 mil-
lion-strong population is of 
Palestinian origin, including some 2.2 
million refugees registered with the 
United Nations. — AFP

SHEIKH HUSSEIN CROSSING: Palestinian-Jordanian Abdullah Abu Jaber, who was 
jailed in the Jewish state after planting a bomb on a bus that wounded 13 civilians 
in 2000, is welcomed by his family upon his release at the Sheikh Hussein Crossing 
between Jordan and the Zionist entity yesterday. — AFP

Pakistani engineers  
re-open track after   
deadly train crash 

  
DAHARI: Pakistani engineers re-opened the 
nation’s main north-south railway line yester-
day after clearing the mangled wreckage of 
two trains that collided in a remote farming 
region, killing dozens and highlighting huge 
safety problems on the dilapidated network. 
At least 63 people died early Monday when a 
high-speed passenger train knifed through 
carriages of another express that had derailed 
minutes earlier near Daharki in Sindh 
province. 

It took army and civil engineers a day and 
a half to clear the wreckage of carriages that 
were crushed or sliced open like tin cans. 

A heavy stench of diesel, sweat and blood 
hung over the scene, with workers saying 
bodies were still being pulled overnight from 
mangled carriages. “This is the most colossal 
accident I have seen in about 10 years of 
service,” railway engineer Jahan Zeb told AFP, 
his eyes puffy from sleeplessness. 

The Millat Express was heading from 
Karachi to Sargodha when it derailed, its car-
riages strewn over the tracks as the Sir Syed 
Express from Rawalpindi arrived minutes lat-
er in the opposite direction, smashing into it. 

The accident has reignited debate about 
the parlous state of Pakistan’s public transport 
system-particularly a rail network that has 
seen little investment in decades. It is not 
known what caused the Millat Express to 
jump its tracks, but Interior Minister Sheikh 
Rashid-a former railways minister-described 
that section of the line as “a shambles”, while 
current minister Azam Swati called it “really 
dangerous”. — AFP 


