
KUWAIT: Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah briefed ministers on the latest developments
of the spread of the coronavirus on the global and
regional levels. During the Cabinet’s weekly meeting
on Monday, Sheikh Dr Basel said that the number of
infections has reached 173 million so far all over the
world, the death toll hit 3,730,000 and the number
of vaccine doses distributed across the globe is
about 2.99 billion.

He also spoke about the country’s latest health
situation, based on the statistics that show the insta-
bility of the epidemiological situation in recent days
due to a remarkable rise in infections and beds’
occupancy at hospitals. At a time when the country
is moving to normal life, the Cabinet called on the
public to continue abiding by health and preventive
requirements, noting that the successful plan to
return to normal life is the responsibility of all. It
called for cooperation of all individuals and institu-
tions of society in order to preserve the health of
society and everyone who lives on this good land.

The Cabinet had discussed recommendations
issued by the ministerial coronavirus committee and
assigned the Directorate General for Civil Aviation
to resume direct flights with the United Kingdom as
of June 13 to be one flight per week. The Cabinet
also agreed on re-opening all museums and cultural
centers as of June 13, with implementing all health
requirements.

Crown Prince’s visit
At the beginning of the meeting held at the Seif

Palace under chairmanship of His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, the Cabinet listened to a presentation
made by His Highness the Prime Minister on the

successful visit of His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to
Saudi Arabia where he met Prince Mohammad bin
Salman, Saudi Crown Prince, Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister. His Highness the
Crown Prince handed Prince Mohammad a letter
from His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to King Salman bin
Abdulaziz.

The two sides discussed the historical ties, and
reviewed regional and international developments
and efforts made to enhance stability and security
as well as other topics of common concern, Foreign
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad
Al-Sabah said in a statement after the Cabinet
meeting. The Cabinet noted that the visit reflects
keenness of the two countries’ leaderships on con-
tinued consultations on varied developments and
current matters.

Furthermore, His Highness the Prime Minister
briefed the Cabinet on the outcome of Palestinian
Premier Mohammad Shtayyeh’s visit to Kuwait and
the gist of his meeting with His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
Afterwards, Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah made
a presentation on his meeting with Yemen’s
President Abdrabbu Mansour Hadi in Riyadh
where he delivered him a letter from His Highness
the Amir on the relations between the two coun-
tries, and means of developing them in all fields as
well as the latest developments on both regional
and international arenas.

Sheikh Ahmad Nasser also briefed the Cabinet
on preparations for his participation, as His
Highness the Amir’s representative, in the virtual
global vaccine summit, hosted by Japan today. He

also appraised the ministers of the results of the
first meeting of the Kuwait-Saudi coordinative
council held in Riyadh that ended with signing some
agreements and memoranda that mirror the sincere
desire of the two countries’ leaderships to develop
cooperative relations in all domains to serve their
common interest. The deals and memoranda cover
some fields like education, and higher education
and scientific research, quality, sports and direct
investment.

Academy for arts
Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and Justice

Minister and Minister of State for Nazaha
Enhancement Abdullah Al-Roumi presented a
guideline of complaints submitted from the govern-
ment institutions to the public prosecution or to the
anti-corruption body. The Cabinet approved a

decree on establishing Kuwait academy for arts and
referred it to His Highness the Amir.

Then the Cabinet discussed the affairs of the
National Assembly and approved a draft law linking
the budget of ministries and government depart-
ments for the 2020-2021 fiscal year with an addi-
tional appropriation worth KD 600 million to the
budget of the Ministry of Finance to cover the cost
of rewarding the frontliners assigned to confront
the spread of the coronavirus in appreciation of
their sacrifices. The Cabinet decided to submit the
draft law to His Highness the Amir.

It discussed the political affairs in light of the latest
developments on the political arena on Arab and
international levels. It expressed heartfelt sorrow on
the train collision in Pakistan that killed tens of people,
voicing sincere condolences to Pakistan and wishing
a speedy recovery to those injured. — KUNA
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Health Minister warns of COVID
situation’s ‘instability’ in Kuwait

KUWAIT: His Highness the Premier Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s weekly
meeting. — KUNA

Kuwait post offices
to undergo $3.9m
facelift: Minister
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s
Communications Minister
Dr Rana Al-Fares has
signed a pair of deals
worth KD 1.2 million ($3.9
million) to renovate post
offices nationwide, in a
major refurbishment drive
aiming to transform the
dilapidated buildings. The
first deal will equip Kuwaiti
post offices with an inte-
grated services digital net-
work at an individual cost of KD 270,000
($898,000), the Kuwaiti communications ministry
said in a statement, putting a three-year timeframe
on the project. The second contract, worth nearly
KD 933,000 ($3.1 million), comprises major reno-
vation work on post offices across most gover-
norates, added the ministry statement. The renova-
tions include various remodeling and upgrading
services across numerous facilities, said Manea
Al-Ajmi, the ministry’s assistant undersecretary for
communication and support. — KUNA

Remarkable rise in infections, hospital beds’ occupancy in recent days

Dr Rana Al-Fares

Kuwait scrap yard
blaze controlled
KUWAIT: Teams of fire crews have put out a
massive fire that broke out at a scrap yard in
Amghara north of Kuwait City, with no imme-
diate reports of casualties, the fire department
said yesterday. More than 180 firefighters
were involved in suppressing the inferno late
Tuesday morning, which burned over 60,000
square meters, the Kuwait Fire Force said in a
statement. The flames, fanned by strong winds,
gutted a construction facility in the area,
added the statement, underlining the
“Herculean effort” it took to put out the blaze
amid an ongoing operation. A probe into the
circumstances behind the incident has started,
it added. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Firemen battle the blaze in Amghara yesterday.

Kuwait Airways
releases its social
media activity report
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways
Corporation (KAC) released its
report on its role on social media
during a year of the pandemic. As
social media became more impor-
tant during the lockdowns and
curfews imposed last year, public
and private institutions started
participating in COVID-19
awareness campaigns.

KAC, as part of its social
responsibility, participated in
social awareness through its official accounts on
social media. KAC ranked among the top institutional
accounts on social media publishing awareness on
COVID-19, according to the statistics of the Center
for Government Communication.

Acting CEO Eisa Al-Haddad said KAC is widely
followed on social media. “KAC has thousands of fol-
lowers on our accounts on Twitter and Instagram. So
our posts were very important, especially during the
evacuation flights that brought over 22,000 citizens
on 122 flights back home. It also provided important
information about the Kuwait Mosafer app,” he said.

“KAC is systematically improving its content on
social media to be more creative and useful to meet
the needs of its clients, whether on services provided
onboard or travel procedures and others. Social media
is very important for KAC to keep in touch with the
public, who can share their opinion and suggestions,
as well as promoting new aircraft and new destina-
tions,” added Haddad.

Public Relations and Media Manager Fayez Al-
Anezi noted that KAC’s accounts on social media
gained a large number of followers. “During 2020, the
number of followers of our Instagram account grew by
21 percent to reach over 455,000. Over 725,000 users
interacted with comments and likes with our posts on
Instagram. Also, views of KAC’s videos of evacuation
flights exceeded 405,000 views in 2020,” he said. 

KUWAIT: The Directorate General
for Civil Aviation signed yesterday a
KD 9.2 million ($30 million) contract
with Spain’s Indra company to provide
communication equipment for the new
tower at Kuwait International Airport.
According to the contract, Indra will
also transfer standby navigation
devices at the airport. Saad Al-Otaibi,
DGCA’s Deputy Director General for
Planning and Projects, said that the
contract, which would be implemented
in 18 months, was part of a government

plan to upgrade infrastructure of
Kuwait International Airport by pro-
viding state-of-art navigation devices
for the new tower. This upgrade, he
said, was within operation of a new
runway as well as providing training of
Kuwaiti nationals on operations and
maintenance of the new communica-
tion system. The contract, signed by
DGCA President Sheikh Abdullah Ali
Al-Sabah and Indra representative in
Kuwait Yahya Al-Shaibani, stipulated a
48-month guarantee. — KUNA

GCC dedicates 
special attention
for environment:
Kuwaiti official
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Oil and Minister of
Higher Education Dr Mohammad Al-Fares yester-
day affirmed that Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries have dedicated special attention to envi-
ronmental issues. This came in a statement during a
meeting with environment ministers in GCC mem-
ber states, held via videoconference. GCC countries
are keen on supporting joint work in various fields

since the establishment of the council (in 1981), he
added, indicating that the common action has cov-
ered care for the environment. Stability and distin-
guished development witnessed in the GCC coun-
tries have been achieved due to instructions by the
leaders, whose guidelines have envisaged protect-
ing the environment and attaining sustainable
development, he said.

Moreover, GCC Supreme Council’s decisions
related to the environment have boosted joint
efforts at this level, greatly contributing to econom-
ic and social stability as well as prosperity of peo-
ples of the region, he affirmed. The meeting tackled
key joint projects between Kuwait and the other
GCC countries, including climatic change and ozone
issues, Chairman of the Board and Director General
of the Environment Public Authority (EPA) Sheikh
Abdullah Ahmad Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said. The

conferees also discussed GCC participation in the
negotiations of the UN Climate Change Conference,
due to be held in Glasgow, Scotland, he added.

The participating officials are also addressing
dust storms, natural reserves and some environmen-
tal projects in the Gulf. Moreover, Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Ahmad affirmed the ongoing cooperation at the
environmental level between the GCC with
Morocco and Jordan. This coordination features
exchanging expertise, studying the Moroccan proj-
ect of desert greening and other relevant topics.
The 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the
Parties (COP26) will be hosted by the UK at the
Scottish Event Campus in Glasgow on 1-12
November, 2021. The COP26 summit will bring par-
ties together to accelerate execution of the Paris
Agreement objectives and the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change. — KUNA

Eisa Al-Haddad

Kuwait signs deal to provide
communication devices for 
new airport tower

KUWAIT: DGCA President Sheikh Abdullah Ali Al-Sabah (right) and Indra represen-
tative in Kuwait Yahya Al-Shaibani sign the contract. —KUNA


