
TAIPEI: A leading Taiwanese chip testing and packaging
company said yesterday that all its migrant employees
have been suspended from working for around two
weeks to contain a coronavirus outbreak. —AFP

PARIS: France’s competition regulator fined
Google 220 million euros ($267 million) yester-
day after finding it had favored its own services
for placing online ads at the expense of rivals, as
US tech giants face growing pressure in Europe.

The penalty is part of a settlement reached
after three media groups-News Corp, French
daily Le Figaro and Belgium’s Groupe Rossel-
accused Google in 2019 of abusing a dominant
market position over ad sales for their websites
and apps. The competition authority determined
that Google gave preferential treatment to its
own ad inventory auction service AdX and to
Doubleclick Ad Exchange, its real-time platform
for letting clients choose and buy ads.

“It is the first decision in the world to look
into complex algorithmic auctions processes
through which online display advertising works,”
the authority’s president Isabelle de Silva said.
Media groups looking to sell ad space on their
internet sites or mobile apps using rival plat-
forms often found that Google’s services were
unfairly competing against rivals, using a variety
of methods.

For example, regulators  found that
Doubleclick would vary the commission it took
when making a sale based on prices offered by
other so-called ad servers. At the same time,
Google arranged for AdX, its own supply-side
platform (SSP), to give preferential treatment to
offers emanating from Doubleclick-effectively
squeezing out rivals such as Xandr or Index
Exchange.

“These very serious practices penalized com-
petition in the emerging online advertising market,
and allowed Google not only to maintain but also
to increase its dominant position,” De Silva said.

‘First in the world’ 
Media groups saw their online ad revenues

crimped “even though their economic model is also
strongly weakened by the decline in sales of print
subscriptions and the decline in associated adver-
tising revenue” in the shift to online news, it said.
Le Figaro eventually dropped its complaint last
November, but News Corp, owner of The Wall
Street Journal, and Rossel pressed ahead.

“We need regulation because today we are not
defending ourselves with the same weapons,”
Rossel’s commercial and marketing director
Thierry Hugot told AFP last week. Google did not
contest the findings, and the regulator said the
company has committed to operational changes
including improved interoperability with third-par-
ty ad placement providers.

“As part of these commitments, we are reaffirm-
ing our promise not to use data from other SSPs to
optimize bids in our exchange in a way that other
SSPs can’t reproduce,” Maria Gomri, legal director
at Google France, said in a statement. “We will be
testing and developing these changes over the
coming months before rolling them out more
broadly, including some globally,” she added.

The fine represents just a tiny fraction of the
$55.3 billion in revenue booked by Google in the
first quarter of this year alone, mainly from online ad
sales. The ruling comes as American technology
firms are drawing closer scrutiny from European
authorities, which are giving themselves new
resources to better understand the complex work-
ings of fast-evolving markets. Last week, Germany’s
competition regulator said it was expanding an
antitrust investigation into Google and its parent
company Alphabet to include Google News
Showcase, a service aimed at increasing revenue for

media publishers. Facebook also found itself target-
ed last week by parallel competition inquiries from
the European Union and Britain, into whether the
social media giant uses data from advertisers to
unfairly dominate the online classifieds market.

Google had already been fined 150 million
euros by the French regulator in December 2019

over “opaque” operating rules for its advertising
platform, which were deemed to be applied in “an
unfair and random manner.” And in December last
year, Google as well as Amazon were fined a total
of 135 million euros by France’s privacy watchdog
for placing advertising cookies on users’ comput-
ers without consent. —AFP

Biden likely to drop
corporate tax hike 
to fund jobs plan
WASHINGTON: In an effort to win Republican sup-
port for President Joe Biden’s infrastructure and jobs
plan, the White House signaled it was willing to
negotiate over his pledge to increase the corporate
tax rate. The Washington Post reported Biden offered
to drop his proposal to return the top corporate tax
rate to 28 percent-where it had been before a
Republican-backed tax cut in 2017 — from its cur-
rent 21 percent level, something the opposition party
strenuously opposes. Citing sources familiar with the
discussions, the newspaper said the offer was made
in a private White House meeting on Wednesday
with Republican Senator Shelley Moore Capito, as
the president looks for opposition support for his
spending plans.

White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki however
said Biden has not entirely give up on the corporate
tax increase which he sees as “a viable pay-for.” 

But she said “those pay-fors can be moved
around,” signaling there could be some flexibility in
the current negotiations. “We have a range of means
for moving the president’s ideas and proposals for-
ward,” she said, noting that Biden is scheduled to talk
to Capito again Friday. “The President remains com-
mitted to his goal of signing a bill into law... by the
summer.” The Washington Post however said Biden
would instead focus on a 15 percent minimum tax
that would target corporations which are profitable
but pay little in taxes to the federal government.

Biden has long stressed that corporations need to
“pay their fair share” and vowed not to raise taxes on
Americans making less than $400,000 a year. Both
corporate tax measures were included in his budget
blueprint presented last week, which showed
increasing the top tax rate would bring in at least $86
billion starting in 2023, while a minimum tax would
raise $10 to 15 billion a year.  The US leader, who
campaigned on his ability to work with Republicans,
has proposed a more than $2 trillion plan to create
jobs through investments in roads and bridges while
also funding green technology, expanding broadband
internet access and daycare, and fixing household
water supplies.

However, Republicans are pushing for a smaller
and more narrowly-focused bill limited to traditional
public works projects. Psaki rejected the counterof-
fer to pay for some of the spending through
increased fees. “We’re not going to go down the
road of user fees or other areas that would raise tax-
es on the American people.” Capito’s staff did not
respond to a request for comment from AFP. —AFP
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PARIS: In this file photograph, a man takes a picture with his mobile phone of the logo of the US multina-
tional technology and Internet-related services company Google. France’s competition regulator fined
Google 220 million euros ($267 million) yesterday. —AFP

US official warns 
cyberattacks are 
‘here to stay’
WASHINGTON: The US commerce secretary
appealed Sunday for vigilance from the private sec-
tor in the face of increasingly serious cyberattacks,
saying the threat is “here to stay” and may even
worsen.

“I think the first thing we have to recognize is
this is the reality, and we should assume-and busi-
nesses should assume-that these attacks are here to
stay and if anything will intensify,” Gina Raimondo
said on ABC’s “This Week.”

Analysts say the hackers behind a series of
recent cyberattacks-targeting a major US oil
pipeline, a global meatpacking giant and even the
Irish health service-are likely based in Russia. Aides
say President Joe Biden will raise the issue during
an upcoming European trip, first at a G7 meeting of
leading democracies beginning Friday in Britain,
then with Russian President Vladimir Putin in
Geneva on June 16.

Raimondo, asked whether the US should be tak-
ing a more aggressive stance on cyberattacks-even
perhaps contemplate military action-replied that
“all options are on the table.” “This is a top priority
and all of us in the cabinet and the National
Security Council are focused on it and considering
all possible consequences.”

She added that “we won’t stand for a nation sup-
porting or turning a blind eye to a criminal enter-
prise.” The recent cyberattacks on major targets like
the Colonial Pipeline, which brings gasoline to much
of the US East Coast, have sharply focused atten-
tion on the problem, long bubbling below the sur-
face as companies and government entities have
suffered so-called ransomware attacks, often pay-
ing ransoms without reporting them. Mark Warner,
a Democrat who chairs the Senate intelligence com-
mittee, called Sunday on NBC for greater trans-
parency-requiring companies to report cyberat-
tacks-and for the establishment of international
norms. 

He urged debate on possibly making it illegal for
companies to pay ransoms to cyberattackers. FBI
director Christopher Wray recently underscored
the severity of the problem, saying there were par-
allels with the September 11, 2001 attacks on the US
by Al-Qaeda, which killed 2,977 people.  Energy

Secretary Jennifer Granholm, asked on Sunday if US
adversaries had the ability to shut down its power
grid, told CNN: “Yes, they do. I mean, I think that
there are very malign actors who are trying.

“Even as we speak, there are thousands of
attacks on all aspects of the energy sector and the
private sector generally.” —AFP

Nigeria directs 
broadcasters to 
delete Twitter
ABUJA: Nigeria has directed all TV and
radio stations to “suspend the patronage
of Twitter immediately,” describing its
use as unpatriotic, the country’s
National Broadcasting Commission
(NBC) said yesterday.

The government of Africa’s most
populous country said it was suspending
the platform on Friday, two days after
the US social media giant deleted a
tweet from the president’s account for
violating its rules.

“Broadcasting stations are hereby
advised to de-install twitter handles and
desist from using Twitter as a source... of
information gathering for news,” NBC’s
director Armstrong Idachaba wrote in a
statement. “It would be unpatriotic for
any broadcaster in Nigeria to continue
to patronize the suspended Twitter as a
source of its information.”

More than 39 million Nigerians have
a Twitter account, according to NOI
polls, a public opinion and research
organization. Minister of Foreign Affairs
Geoffrey Onyeama summoned diplomats

for a meeting Monday in the capital
Abuja, after the EU and several coun-
tries issued a joint statement voicing
concerns with the Twitter ban.

“Banning systems of expression is
not the answer,” the EU, US, Britain,
Canada and Ireland said in the statement
late on Saturday. The statement added it
was “precisely the moment when
Nigeria needs to foster inclusive dia-
logue and expression of opinions, as well
as share vital information in this time of
the COVID-19 pandemic.”

President’s tweet deleted 
The government’s suspension came

after Twitter on Wednesday deleted a
remark on President Muhammadu Buhari’s
account in which he referred to the coun-
try’s civil war five decades ago in a warn-
ing about recent unrest. The presidency
denied that the Twitter suspension was a
response to the removal of that post. 

“There has been a litany of problems
with the social media platform in
Nigeria, where misinformation and fake
news spread through it have had real
world violent consequences,” a presi-
dency spokesman Garba Shehu said in a
statement.  Shehu said the removal of
Buhari’s tweet was “disappointing” and
that “major tech companies must be alive
to their responsibilities.”

Twitter said it was “deeply concerned

by the blocking of Twitter in Nigeria”
and that it would work “to restore
access for all”. International human
rights groups have also condemned the
move, which followed previous attempts
by the government to regulate social
media.

“VPN app” was the second most
searched trend Saturday on Google in
Nigeria, as virtual private networks can
enable Twitter users to bypass the ban.
Nigeria warned however that it would
prosecute violators.

“Attorney General of the Federation
and Minister of Justice, Abubakar
Malami, has directed for immediate
prosecution of offenders of the federal
government ban on Twitter operations in
Nigeria,” spokesman Umar Jibrilu
Gwandu said. The platform has played
an important role in public discourse in
the country, with hashtags
#BringBackOurGirls after Boko Haram
kidnapped 276 schoolgirls in 2014, and
#EndSARS during anti-police brutality
protests last year. —AFP
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WASHINGTON: In this file photo US Commerce Secretary
Gina Raimondo speaks at an event on high-speed inter-
net. The US commerce secretary appealed Sunday for
vigilance from the private sector in the face of increas-
ingly serious cyberattacks, saying the threat is “here to
stay” and may even worsen. —AFP

Taiwan tech 
sector hit by 
virus outbreak
TAIPEI: A leading Taiwanese chip testing and
packaging company said yesterday that all its
migrant employees have been suspended from
working for around two weeks to contain a
coronavirus outbreak. At least 206 employees,
mostly migrant workers, at facilities run by King
Yuan Electronics Company (KYEC) in northern
Miaoli county have tested positive, according to

the government.
The cluster is the first major outbreak in

Taiwan’s semiconductor industry, which is operat-
ing at full capacity to meet a worldwide shortage.
KYEC employs more than 7,000 people, including
around 2,100 migrants, and counts some top inter-
national tech firms as cl ients, such as Intel ,
Qualcomm and Nvidia. KYEC said in a filing to
the Taiwan Stock Exchange that its June output
and revenue are expected to drop 30-35 percent
due to the suspension of work.

Local media raised concerns that the suspen-
sion could impact the global chip shortage as
KYEC’s business is a key final step in the semi-
conductor supply chain. Two other tech firms in
Miaoli have also reported infection clusters and

suspended migrant workers.
Taiwan’s semiconductor factories have been

struggling to plug a pandemic-driven shortage of
chips that power essential electronic devices. The
water-intensive facilities are running at full capac-
ity, even as Taiwan suffers its worst drought in
decades, although recent heavy rains have
brought some temporary relief. Taiwan emerged
largely unscathed from the pandemic last year
with just a few hundred cases and single-digit
deaths thanks to one of the world’s best coron-
avirus responses.

But it  is now battl ing a sudden outbreak.
Infections have jumped to more than 11,000 with
286 deaths in over a month after a cluster initially
detected among airline pilots spread. —AFP


