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LIMA: Right-wing populist Keiko Fujimori held a
narrow lead over radical leftist Pedro Castillo follow-
ing a partial vote count in Peru’s presidential election
on Sunday. With 52.9 percent of the vote counted
after 42 percent of polling stations were tallied,
Fujimori edged ahead in a seesaw battle for the
presidency after Ipsos pollsters declared a “statisti-
cal draw” following an earlier exit poll and quick
count.

Peru’s new leader will need to tackle a country in
crisis, suffering from recession and with the worst
coronavirus fatality rate in the world after record-
ing over 184,000 deaths among its 33 million popu-
lation. Peruvians will also look to the winner to end
years of political turbulence after four presidents in
the last three years, and with seven of the last 10 of
the country’s leaders either having been convicted
of or investigated for corruption.

Piero Corvetto, head of Peru’s top electoral body
(ONPE) warned that many polling stations from
rural areas-Castillo’s stronghold-had yet to be tal-
lied. “They haven’t counted our votes yet,” Castillo
told supporters in Tacabamba, in the northern
Cajamarca region where he lives. An exit poll by
Ipsos after voting ended at 7:00 pm (0000 GMT)
showed Fujimori just ahead with 50.3 percent,
sparking protests from Castillo supporters outside
the ONPE offices in the capital Lima.

But three hours later the pollsters released a
quick count that showed Castillo in front with 50.2
percent, bringing scenes of joy and celebrations to
the northern Cajamarca region. Castillo, 51, had ear-
lier urged his supporters to “stay calm.”

“Seeing how small the gap is, it is essential to
maintain prudence and I say that for all Peruvians,”
added Fujimori, who had earlier been seen hugging
family and campaign staff following the exit poll.
Both candidates promised to respect the results
when voting earlier in the day.

‘Too tight’ 
“We’re not going to know (the winner) until the last

vote” is counted, political scientist Jessica Smith told
AFP. “It’s still very unsure, the difference is too tight
and we have to wait for the official result.” Castillo, 51,
had topped the first round of voting in April, when the
pair both caused a surprise by reaching the second
round, and he was also narrowly ahead in the latest
opinion polls before Sunday’s vote.

At the height of the political storm in November last
year, Peru had three different presidents in just five
days. Two million Peruvians have lost their jobs during
the pandemic and nearly a third of the country now live
in poverty, according to official figures. For voters, this
was a choice between polar opposites. Fujimori, 46,
represents the neoliberal economic model of tax cuts
and boosting private activity to generate jobs.

Fujimori’s bastion is the capital Lima, while Castillo’s
bulwark is the rural deep interior. Trade unionist school-
teacher Castillo has pledged to nationalize vital indus-
tries, raise taxes, eliminate tax exemptions and increase
state regulation. He voted in Tacabamba following a
breakfast with his family. Favored by the business sector
and middle classes, Fujimori tried to portray Castillo as a
communist threat, warning that Peru would become a
new Venezuela or North Korea should he win. Castillo
pointed to the Fujimori family’s history of corruption
scandals. Keiko Fujimori is under investigation over
campaign funding in her 2011 and 2016 presidential bids
and has already spent 16 months in pre-trial detention.
Her father is serving a 25-year sentence for crimes
against humanity and corruption.

‘It won’t be easy’ 
“If Keiko is eventually elected, you can’t forget that

this 50 percent is not her real support but rather a
reaction from an electorate that is afraid of what her
opponent represents,” Smith told AFP. Whoever wins
will have a hard time governing as Congress is frag-

mented. Castillo’s Free Peru is the largest single party,
just ahead of Fujimori’s Popular Force, but without a
majority. “It won’t be easy (for Fujimori) given the mis-
trust her name and that of her family generates in many
sectors. She’ll have to quickly calm the markets and
generate ways to reactivate them,” added Smith. If
Castillo triumphs, he’ll have to “consolidate a parlia-
mentary majority that will allow him to deliver his ambi-
tious program.”

But in either case “it will take time to calm the waters
because there’s fierce polarization and an atmosphere of
social conflict,” analyst Luis Pasaraindico told AFP. Some
160,000 police and soldiers were deployed to guarantee
peace on election day as 25 million people were due to
vote, plus another one million from the Peruvian diaspora
living in 75 countries around the world. The new presi-
dent will take office on July 28, replacing centrist interim
leader Francisco Sagasti. —AFP

Peru’s new leader will need to tackle a country in crisis

Fujimori edges ahead of Castillo 
in tight Peru presidential vote

LIMA: Peruvian right-wing presidential candidate Keiko Fujimori (C) and her vice-presidential co-candidates
former congressman Luis Galarreta (L) and lawyer Patricia Juarez (R) make a statement to the press calling
for unity, invoking for prudence, calm and peace while waiting for official results in the vote count. —AFP

Suu Kyi to go on 
trial next week
NAYPYIDAW:  Ousted Myanmar leader Aung San Suu
Kyi will go on trial next week, her lawyer said yesterday,
with the Nobel laureate facing an eclectic raft of
charges, from possessing unlicensed walkie-talkies to
flouting coronavirus restrictions during elections last
year. Myanmar has been in uproar since Suu Kyi and her
National League for Democracy (NLD) government
were ousted in a February 1 coup, with near-daily
protests and a nationwide civil disobedience movement.

Almost 850 people have been killed by the military,
according to a local monitoring group. Suu Kyi, 75, will
go on trial on Monday in Naypyidaw, where she is
charged with violating restrictions during last year’s
election campaign and possessing unlicensed walkie-
talkies. Proceedings will start on June 14 and are
expected to wrap up by July 26, according to her legal
team. Suu Kyi’s lawyers have been allowed to meet with
her just twice since she was placed under house arrest,
with weeks of delays to her legal case.

“We will get testimonies from plaintiffs and witness-
es starting from next hearing,” yesterday, lawyer Min
Min Soe said after meeting her in the capital
Naypyidaw. Suu Kyi will also appear in a separate trial
slated to begin on June 15, where she is charged with
sedition alongside ousted president Win Myint and sen-
ior NLD leader Dr Myo Aung, the lawyer said.

There was a heavy police presence around the
Naypyidaw council compound, close to where the court
is located, with roadblocks along streets leading to the
area, an AFP reporter said. Suu Kyi “asked all (people)
to stay in good health,” Min Min Soe added. The ousted
leader faces a separate charge of violating a colonial-
era secrecy law-a case that is pending in a court in the
commercial hub Yangon.

‘Show trial’ 
“Groundhog day again,” Myanmar analyst David

Mathieson told AFP, adding that proceedings in the jun-

ta-backed court would be little more than “a show trial.”
“It’s all about an illegal regime discrediting a democrati-
cally elected leader on trumped up charges that would
embarrass a tin pot dictatorship anywhere else.” Suu
Kyi spent more than 15 years under house arrest during
the previous military rule before her 2010 release.

Her international stature diminished following a wave
of military violence targeting Buddhist-majority
Myanmar’s marginalised Muslim Rohingya community
that displaced more than a million people, but the coup
has returned Suu Kyi to the role of cloistered democra-
cy icon.

Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing has justified his power
grab by citing alleged electoral fraud in the November
poll, which Suu Kyi’s NLD won in a landslide. The junta
has previously said it would hold fresh elections within
two years, but has also threatened to dissolve the NLD.

The continuing violence in Myanmar has pushed
some in the anti-junta movement to form a so-called
“People’s Defence Force” (PDF) in their townships-
made up of civilians who fight back against security
forces with homemade weapons. —AFP

On 28th May 2021, an article titled “Republic of
Azerbaijan marks this year 103rd anniversary of its
Republic” was published in Kuwait Times. 

One would normally assume such articles are
about the celebration of a festive day for a country.
It did not, however, serve the purpose of the writers.
Their main goal, apparently, turned to be attacking
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh with baseless
allegations, as well as hidden and unacceptable ter-
ritorial claims towards Armenia.

We are not going to comment on the obvious fal-
sifications of history in the article, but it is mandato-
ry to present the readers with the true picture and
the reality about the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,
particularly the recent war and its aftermath.

From 27th September to 9th November 2020,
Azerbaijan launched a 44-day-longfull-scalewar of
aggression against Nagorno-Karabakh with full
support of Turkey and the involvement of foreign
terrorist fighters relocated from Syria and else-
where. For many years, Azerbaijan did not even hide
that its strategic goal was to resolve the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict by force. On the highest official
levels, they constantly kept on making statements
full of hatred and clear manifestations of genocidal
intent against the Armenian people. Moreover, they
would cynically claim that “international law does
not work in the world today, and international
treaties are just a piece of paper, having no value.” 

During the 44-day war, Azerbaijan, in clear defi-

ance of their international obligations and commit-
ments and despite three ceasefire agreements bro-
kered by Russia, France and the United States, con-
tinued the offensive using prohibited cluster and
white phosphorus munitions.

Amnesty International’s crisis response experts
identified M095 DPICM cluster munitions, used by
the Azerbaijani armed forces. The Cultural Centre
of Shushi, as well as several cultural, religious, and
numerous civilian infrastructures were reportedly
destroyed by LORA long-range quasi-ballistic
missiles.

On 9th November 2020, the Prime Minister of
Armenia joined the statement of the Presidents of
the Russian Federation and Azerbaijan on the cessa-
tion of hostilities and the deployment of Russian
peacekeeping forces in Nagorno-Karabakh. The
document was aimed at establishing a ceasefire and
ensuring security. 

The above-mentioned article, however, has a
totally distorted picture and comments of the points
of the statement, which expose the subsequent
steps of Azerbaijan in blatant violation of the provi-
sions of the trilateral statement.

Despite the fact that article 9 of the trilateral
statement clearly stipulates that all prisoners of war
should have been released immediately after the
cessation of hostilities and despite numerous calls
from the international community, Azerbaijan con-
tinues to use Armenian prisoners of war as a tool

against Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh.
Moreover, Azerbaijan initiated against them fabri-
cated criminal cases thereby openly violating both
the norms of international humanitarian law and its
obligations under the trilateral statement of 9th
November 2020. 

Furthermore, the armed forces of Azerbaijan
have violated the state border of the Republic of
Armenia in the Syunik province on 12th May 2021
under the pretext of “demarcation and delimitation”,
thus infiltrating in to the sovereign territory of
Armenia up to 3.5 kilometres. Similar incursions
took place into the Gegharkunik province of
Armenia.

To this date, the Azerbaijani troops continue
their il legal presence in the Syunik and
Gegharkunik provinces of the Republic of Armenia
in violation of the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Armenia. This encroachment of the
Azerbaijani armed forces into the sovereign territo-
ry of Armenia, in flagrant violation of international
law, poses a serious threat to security and stability
in the region and beyond. The Armenian
Government is trying to resolve the situation peace-
fully to avoid further escalation and casualties.
However, the restraint of the Armenian side should
not be seen as a sign of tolerance towards attempts
to seize its sovereign territory. The Azerbaijani
troops must unconditionally withdraw from the ter-
ritory of Armenia to their initial positions.

Any action, with the use or threat of force can-
not lead to sustainable peace and security. The
current situation in Nagorno-Karabakh is the
result of a flagrant violation by Azerbaijan of sev-
eral core principles of International law, namely,
refraining from the threat or use of force, peaceful
settlement of disputes, equal rights and self-
determination of peoples, and respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms. Being refused of
their basic rights to equality, dignity, self-determi-
nation and peaceful life in their homeland, the
people of Nagorno-Karabakh are subjected to
similar sufferings as the people of Palestine. It is
therefore lawful for both peoples to count on the
support of international community in ending this
oppression.

There should be no illusion that the results of the
use of force, accompanied by war crimes and viola-
tions of international humanitarian law, can ever
become the basis for a lasting and sustainable
peace in any region. Durable and sustainable peace
can only be achieved through a comprehensive set-
tlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, which
must include defining the status of Nagorno-
Karabakh based on the realization of the inalienable
right of its people to self-determination; ensuring
the safe and dignified return of the displaced popu-
lation to their homes; and preservation of the
region’s cultural and religious heritage.

—From the Armenian Embassy in Kuwait

Change of status quo by use of force in Nagorno-Karabakh 
cannot bring lasting peace in the region

NAYPYIDAW: File photo taken on May 24, 2021 and
released by Myanmar’s Ministry of Information on
May 26, detained civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi (L)
and detained president Win Myint (R) during their first
court appearance in Naypyidaw, since the military
detained them in a coup on February 1. —AFP

Mexico president 
suffers setback in 
legislative elections
MEXICO CITY: Mexican President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador’s party lost its absolute majority in the
lower house in elections Sunday, initial results indicated,
marking a setback to his promised “transformation” of
the country. The vote was seen as a referendum on his
more than two years in office overshadowed by the
coronavirus pandemic and cartel-related violence.

Dozens of politicians have been murdered in the
months leading up to the polls for the lower house of
Congress, 15 of 32 state governors and thousands of
local politicians. On the eve of the elections, gunmen
killed five people helping to organize voting in southern
Mexico, while two human heads were left at polling sta-
tions in the border city of Tijuana on election day.

Early results suggested Lopez Obrador’s Morena
party was set to take between 190 and 203 of the 500
seats, the National Electoral Institute said, though it
could still secure an absolute majority with its allies. The
ruling coalition has had a two-thirds supermajority in
the lower house of Congress that enabled Lopez
Obrador to amend the constitution without negotiating
with his opponents. Without it, he faces a tougher time
pushing through his planned reforms, including seeking
greater energy independence for Mexico. “It’s a defeat
for Lopez Obrador-not overwhelming-but it does weak-
en him and his project because it requires constitutional
reforms,” said political analyst Jose Antonio Crespo. “It’s
an important victory for the opposition because it was
able to capitalize on the discontent, although the reality
is that people voted against Lopez Obrador, not for his
opponents,” he told AFP.

Opposition gains 
A coalition of three opposition parties was set to

increase its number of lower house seats to between

181 and 213, the National Electoral Institute said.
That would still be behind Morena and its allies,
which were projected to control 265-298 seats.
Lopez Obrador was elected in 2018 for a term of six
years, vowing to overhaul Mexico’s “neoliberal” eco-
nomic model, root out corruption and end profligacy
by a privileged elite.

But his presidency has been largely dominated by
the coronavirus pandemic, which has left more than a
quarter of a million people dead in Mexico and dev-
astated the economy. While the 67-year-old presi-
dent himself continues to enjoy public approval rat-
ings above 60 percent, Mexican voters often use
midterm elections to punish the ruling party.

“They never had a plan and they still don’t,” said
Claudia Cervantes, a hospital worker, said of the
government’s handling of the crisis. But some other
voters such as Tania Calderon were willing to give
Morena more time. “Without the pandemic, the gov-
ernment would have done better,” the 37-year-old
said. Mexico’s economy, the second-largest in Latin
America, plunged by 8.5 percent in 2020 in the worst
slump in decades, although the government predicts
a rebound this year. —AFP

MEXICO CITY: Mexican President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador shows the results of Sunday’s
midterm elections at the National Palace in Mexico
City yesterday. —AFP


