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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has addressed a 
cable to Pakistani President Arif Alvi expressing 
deep condolences on victims of the two trains’ 
accident in Sindh southern Pakistan. His Highness 
the Amir prayed for His Almighty’s mercy for the 
victims, wished their next of kin patience and the 
injured speedy recovery. His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent a cable of identical content to the 
Pakistani president. A similar cable was 
addressed to the Pakistani president by His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 
In other news, His Highness the Amir Sheikh 

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at 
Seif Palace yesterday the Minister of Education 
Dr Ali Fahad Al-Mudhaf who presented the min-
istry’s new Undersecretary Ali Mohammad Al-
Yaqoub on the occasion of taking office. 
Minister Mudhaf also presented the new under-
secretary to His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and 
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah in separate 
meetings yesterday.  — AFP

Kuwait Amir, top leaders condole 
with Pakistan on trains’ accident

Kuwait Amir receives Minister of Education

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Minister of Education Dr Ali 
Al-Mudhaf and the ministry’s new Undersecretary Ali Al-Yaqoub. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Minister of Education Dr Ali 
Al-Mudhaf and the ministry’s new Undersecretary Ali Al-Yaqoub.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Minister of Education Dr 
Ali Al-Mudhaf and the ministry’s new Undersecretary Ali Al-Yaqoub. 

KUWAIT: Kuwaitis wishing to travel to EU coun-
tries this summer need to contact embassy of coun-
try of destination to inquire about procedures, fol-
lowing EU recommendations on easing some travel 
restrictions, an EU diplomat said yesterday. Acting 
Charge d’Affaires of the European Union Mission to 
Kuwait Gediminas Varanavicius said the European 
Commission recommended last month that EU 
member ease some travel restrictions for tourists 
coming outside EU. 

The recommendations include allowing tourists 
coming from countries with a low-risk epidemiolog-
ical situation and people fully vaccinated with 
approved vaccinations by the European Medicines 
Agency: Pfizer-BioNtech, Moderna, Oxford-
AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson, at least 14 

days before arrival, he said. The information 
required at the vaccination certificates for non-EU 
countries should include personal information, vac-
cine type and doses dates, he said, pointing out that 
children are exempted from vaccination certificates, 
but must conduct COVID-19 swab test. 

Easing does not necessarily mean lifting some 
measures such as tests and quarantine, as 
Varanavicius advise Kuwaitis to inquire about 
measures regarding easing travel restrictions from 
embassy directly. Regarding EU Digital COVID 
Certificate, Varanavicius said that it will be imple-
mented on July 1st, 2021, noting that some European 
countries have already started using it, as it facili-
tates movement within European countries for EU 
members only. — AFP

Kuwaitis should contact EU embassies 
for travel procedures: Diplomat 
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KUWAIT: India’s External 
Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar is scheduled to 
arrive in Kuwait tomorrow 
on an official visit. The vis-
iting minister is expected to 
deliver a message to His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah from India’s 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on ways to bolster 
deep-rooted bilateral relations between the two coun-
tries, according to sources in Delhi. Kuwait’s Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-
Sabah had visited India in March. 

Jaishankar’s visit will be the first by a top Indian 
official to Kuwait since HH Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah became the Amir of Kuwait last September 
following the passing of the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. During Sheikh Nasser’s vis-
it to India, the two sides constituted a joint commission 
chaired by the foreign ministers of both countries. Both 
sides have agreed to establish joint working groups 
under the joint commission to strengthen cooperation 
in several fields such as trade, investment, oil and 
petrochemicals, defense and culture. 

As India battles a second wave of the coronavirus 
pandemic, Kuwait has reaffirmed the country’s com-
mitment to stand with India and has extended critical 
support by providing relief materials, especially oxy-
gen. Jaishankar has expressed India’s appreciation for 
the support extended by Kuwaiti authorities by pro-
viding relief materials and medical oxygen through 
ships.   

India is among the largest trading partners of 
Kuwait and bilateral trade was worth $10.86 billion 
during 2019-20. India’s imports, mainly oil, were worth 
$9.6 billion during this period. Kuwait was the 10th 
largest oil supplier to India during 2019-20 and met 
3.8 percent of the country’s energy needs. Kuwait is 
also home to more than 900,000 Indian expatriates. 

India’s foreign 
minister due 
tomorrow

India’s External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar.

DAHARKI, Pakistan: Security personnel gather at the site of a train accident in northern Sindh province yesterday. — AFP 
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If the violation is repeated, the penalty will be 

doubled,” Eyada said.  
Kuwait Society for Human Rights (KSHR) has 

already recorded 117 violations of outdoor work 
since the ban came into effect on June 1, including 
53 violations of deliverymen on motorcycles, 27 of 
street cleaners and 16 of construction workers - 
all of them working during the banned hours in 
direct sunlight. The KSHR observation team visit-
ed 30 construction sites and found 21 guards liv-

ing in tents not equipped with air conditioners or 
even fans.  

KSHR is observing violations since the decree 
was issued in 2015, which are posted on their 
Twitter account. “If we find that the same violation 
is repeated, we will contact PAM. Unfortunately, we 
only have a few members so we can’t cover all 
areas. But photos and complaints are also sent by 
the public and we publish them on our social media 
accounts,” KSHR member Abdulrazzaq Al-Azazi 
told Kuwait Times. 

KSHR members have also observed ice cream 
vendors working under the hot sun. “The ice cream 
vendor is considered as self-employed, so nobody 
is forcing him to work during the ban period. The 
vendors told our team that they only work in the 
summer, so they have to work during this time,” 
Azazi said. 

Motorbike delivery  
drivers in outdoor...
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Eight grillings are on the agenda of the session, 

including four against HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah. The Assembly 
decided on March 30 to postpone grillings against 
the prime minister until the end of 2022, but 
opposition lawmakers say the decision is illegal 
and against the constitution. 

Leading opposition MP Hasan Jowhar said in a 
statement yesterday that the opposition lawmak-
ers have reached a deadlock in dealing with the 
prime minister and the speaker. He said the solu-
tion to the dilemma is for the government to 
resign or dissolving the Assembly and holding 
snap polls. 

MP Abdulaziz Al-Saqabi yesterday asked 
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah on why 
the Kuwait Health Office in London signed a con-
tract with a company that deals with the Zionist 
entity. He said the office signed a contract with 
AXA insurance company, which has investments in  
a Zionist arms company and in banks financing 
Jewish settlements.

MP wants details  
about decision on...
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“We tumbled upon each other, but that was not 

so fatal,” Akhtar Rajput, a passenger on the train 
that derailed, told AFP. 

“Then another train hit us from nowhere, and that 
hit us harder. When I regained my senses, I saw 
passengers lying around me, some were trying to 
get out of the coach. “I was disoriented and trying 
to figure out what happened to us when the other 
train hit,” Shahid, another passenger, told AFP. 

The Millat Express was heading from Karachi to 
Lala Musa when it derailed, its carriages strewn 
over the tracks as the Sir Syed Express from 
Rawalpindi arrived minutes later in the opposite 
direction, smashing into it. Most of the dead were 
pulled from the derailed train, officials said. Umar 
Tufail, a senior Daharki police officer, said 43 peo-
ple were killed and dozens injured. 

A spokesman for Pakistan Railways put the toll at 
33, but communications with the crash site were dif-
ficult because its remote location. One rescue work-
er described having to stand on top of his vehicle to 
get a phone signal. Local farmers and villagers were 
the first to join passengers in trying to pull survivors 
from the crumpled carriages, reaching into broken 
windows and roof hatches. 

A clip aired on a local channel showed medics 
giving an intravenous drip to a conscious passen-

ger whose lower torso was trapped between 
crushed carriage benches. The dead were laid out 
in rows on train seat benches and covered in tradi-
tional scarves. 

The accident happened on a raised section of 
track surrounded by lush farmlands. Interior 
Minister Sheikh Rashid, a former railways minister, 
said the track where the accident occurred was 
built in the 1880s and described it as “a shambles”. 
Current minister Azam Swati described the section 
of railway as “really dangerous”, but said authorities 
had been waiting to upgrade the network with 
funding from the multibillion-dollar China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor project. “In case there is a delay 
(with funding), we will rebuild this track with our 
own money,” he said. 

The Pakistan army and paramilitary rangers 
from nearby bases were at the site to help. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan said he was “shocked” by 
the accident and promised a full inquiry. Gul 
Mohammad, who works with the Edhi Foundation 
ambulance service, said communication problems 
were hindering the coordination of the rescue 
efforts. “I am talking to you as I stand on the 
rooftop of my ambulance for better signal,” he 
told AFP. 

Train accidents are common in Pakistan, where 
the network has seen decades of decline due to cor-
ruption, mismanagement and lack of investment. The 
majority of train passengers in Pakistan are working-
class people who cannot afford the quicker bus jour-
neys. More than 300 people were killed and 700 
injured in 1990 when an overloaded 16-carriage 
inter-city train crashed into a stationary freight train 
near the city of Sukkur in Sindh. —  AFP   

43 killed as  
Pak express...


