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KUWAIT: Kuwait has contracted with US 
pharmaceutical companies Moderna and 
Johnson & Johnson to supply it with their coro-
navirus vaccines, Minister of Health Sheikh Dr 
Basel Al-Sabah said on Sunday. In an interview 
with Kuwait TV, Sheikh Basel expected delivery 
of Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines in 
the last quarter of this year. Commenting on the 
delay in the delivery of vaccine doses from cer-
tain producers, the minister argued that around 
75 percent of vaccines produced are given to 
only 10 countries, while the remaining go to 
countries around the world.  

Sheikh Basel said the delay in receiving vac-
cines is not a problem faced only by Kuwait, but 
also all Gulf states and many other countries. He 

assured those waiting for the second jab of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine that the vaccine doses 
have arrived and are stored in the country. The 
producer, however, recommended pre-usage 
tests, he said, noting AstraZeneca is expected to 
deliver the test results on June 8.  

If the results are positive, vaccination will 
start directly, Sheikh Basel stressed, pointing 
out that the ministry has a plan to vaccinate the 
200,000 people who are waiting for the sec-
ond dose in 10 days. But if AstraZeneca 
demands more time to send the results, benefi-
ciaries will have the choice of getting a second 
dose of the Pfizer vaccine, he said.  

“We are approaching herd immunity, but 
there are challenges, including the lack of vac-

cines,” Sheikh Basel said. Controlling this pan-
demic needs a fair distribution of vaccines to all 
countries to stop the mutation of the virus, he 
explained. The minister affirmed that the coun-
try’s pandemic situation is stable, despite regis-
tering new infections on a daily basis, like in 
other countries. He noted that the ministry 
records all positive cases with or without symp-
toms, unlike many other countries, which regis-
ter only those who have symptoms.  

Sheikh Basel lauded the implementation of 
preventive measures across the country, hoping 
for continued abidance by these measures until 
the end of the pandemic. Cooperation by citi-
zens and expats helped the ministry implement 
preventive and precautionary measures and 

protected the medical system over the past 16 
months, he said.  

Meanwhile, the Cabinet decided yesterday 
to operate direct flights to the United 
Kingdom from Sunday, June 13, with adher-
ence to health precautions against  COVID-19. 
The Cabinet tasked the Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation to organize the direct flights to 
the UK (Kuwait-London-Kuwait) at a frequen-
cy of one flight per week for each airline, 
according to a statement posted by the gov-
ernment communications center on Twitter. 
The Cabinet also decided to reopen museums 
and cultural institutions and facilities from 
Sunday, provided visitors and staff adhere to 
anti-COVID measures. — KUNA 
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KUWAIT: Handout photo provided by Kuwait Human Rights Society show motorcycle delivery drivers working 
outside during the outdoor ban hours. (More pics on Page 4)

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait imposes an outdoor work ban 
every year from June 1 until August 31, which pro-
hibits anyone from working outdoors in direct sun-
light between 11 am and 4 pm. The ban, based on min-
isterial decree 535/2015, is however often ignored by 
employers. Traditionally, construction workers bore 
the brunt of the 11 am-4 pm exposure, while street 
cleaners are also often outdoors after 11 am.  

But a new class of workers in Kuwait is now fac-
ing one of the hottest, hardest summers yet, operat-
ing in direct sunlight during the banned hours - 
delivery drivers on motorcycles. The Public 
Authority for Manpower (PAM) does not list specif-

ic professions that are prohibited to work during 
the banned hours. Instead, it refers to the decree, 
which specifically notes that no one should work 
outdoors in direct sunlight during these hours.  

PAM announced it will inspect various locations 
where work is typically performed outdoors, most 
often at construction sites. But what about delivery 
drivers on motorbikes who are on the move? They 
may be indoors while waiting to pick up and deliver 
food, but they also spend considerable time on the 
road in direct sunlight. When asked specifically 
about motorcycle delivery drivers, PAM authorities 
declined to answer. 

Lawyer Mishari Al-Eyada confirmed that the 
work ban applies to motorcycle deliverymen too. 
“The decree states that no employee should work in 
outdoor areas in weather conditions that make work 
very difficult. Driving a motorcycle under direct 
sunlight is considered a violation,” he told Kuwait 
Times. Sanctions apply on the employer and not the 
employee. “If such a violation is observed by PAM, 
the employer will pay a KD 100 penalty.  
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KUWAIT: The Central Statistical Bureau announced 
in a report released yesterday that Kuwait’s gross 
domestic product declined by 8.9 percent in 2020 
compared to 2019, where the estimated value with 
constant prices amounted to KD 36 billion ($118.8 bil-
lion). In comparison, the value in 2019 was estimated 
at KD 39.5 billion ($130 billion).  

The Kuwaiti economy shrank by 11.2 percent in Q4 
2020 compared to Q3 with constant rates, while 
decline in current prices amounted to 20.2 percent in 
Q4 2020 compared to the same quarter of the previ-
ous year. Contribution of the oil sector to the GDP 
with current prices in Q4 amounted to KD 2.8 billion 
($9 billion) or 33.4 percent, while this value increased 
to KD 4.6 billion ($15 billion), with a contribution pro-
portion amounting to 51.1 percent with fixed prices.  

Value of the oil sector in Q4 2020 with current 
prices rose by 3.4 percent compared to Q3, while the 
contribution value reached 2.1 percent with constant 
prices compared to Q3. GDP of the non-oil sector 
with current prices in the last quarter of 2020 showed 
a decline of 2.5 percent compared to the same quarter 
of the previous year, and growth by 13.2 percent for 
Q3 2020.  

Meanwhile, oil companies’ budgets and explo-
ration and production activities shrank by 30 per-
cent in 2020 compared to 2019 due to repercus-
sions of the pandemic. Turki Hamash, a petroleum, 
exploration and production expert at the 
Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OAPEC), said during a virtual seminar 
organized by the oil ministry yesterday that the val-
ue of investments, exploration and production was 
estimated at $382 billion in 2020.  — KUNA 

Kuwait’s GDP  
shrank 8.9%  
last year: CSB By B Izzak 

 
KUWAIT: MP Adnan Abdulsamad yesterday asked 
the minister of commerce and head of the Public 
Authority for Manpower about reported amend-
ments to a decision that bans the renewal of work 
permits of expats who have reached 60 years of age 

and do not have a university degree. Abdulsamad 
asked the minister if the decision has been amended 
and the categories covered by the amended deci-
sion. He also inquired if the reported amendments 
stipulate imposing any fee and its value. 

The lawmaker asked if the amendments require 
elderly expats to have a mandatory health insurance 
at private hospitals, and if the new rules will apply 
to all expats aged 60 years and above. He also 
asked if the new amendments have been carefully 
studied to assess their impact on rising prices and 
the cost of manpower. 

Abdulsamad’s query comes at a time when media 
reports indicate that the manpower authority is cur-
rently studying the decision, which affects over 

50,000 expats who have lived most of their lives in 
Kuwait. The authority has reportedly formed a com-
mittee of experts to review the decision and is expect-
ed to impose fees that could be as high as KD 1,000 a 
year to renew the work permits of such workers. 

Meanwhile, the National Assembly is scheduled 
to hold its regular session today amid continued 
tensions between opposition lawmakers on one 
hand and the government and Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem on the other. Opposition 
lawmakers prevented the previous two sessions 
from taking place by occupying the seats reserved 
for Cabinet ministers, prompting Ghanem to cancel 
the sessions. 
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DAHARKI, Pakistan: At least 43 people were 
killed and dozens injured yesterday when a packed 
Pakistani inter-city train ploughed into another 
express that had derailed just minutes earlier, offi-
cials said. Several people were trapped for hours in 
the mangled wreckage left by the collision near 
Daharki, in a remote part of rural Sindh province, 
before rescue workers with specialist equipment 
could reach them. 

Huge crowds from nearby villages gathered 
around the carnage of the overturned Pakistan 
Railways carriages, with twisted and shredded met-
al scattered across the ground, along with piles of 
luggage. The double accident happened around 
3.30am (2230 GMT) when most of the 1,200 pas-
sengers aboard the two trains would have been 
dozing.  

Continued on Page 2 
DAHARKI, Pakistan: Security personnel carry out rescue operations at the site of a train accident in northern 
Sindh province yesterday. — AFP 

43 killed as  
Pak express  
trains collide


