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LOS ANGELES: Kevin Durant had 29 points and
10 rebounds as the Brooklyn Nets withstood
Giannis Antetokounmpo’s 34-point performance to
beat the Milwaukee Bucks 115-107 in the opening
game of their second round series.

The Nets won the battle between two of the NBA’s
most potent offences on Saturday night despite losing
James Harden to a nagging hamstring injury in the
first minute of the game. Harden was forced out just
43 seconds in, pulling up and grabbing the back of his
leg after a drive. He did not return.

Kyrie Irving had 25 points and eight assists,
Blake Griffin tallied 18 points and a team-high 14
rebounds for the Nets, who beat the Bucks in six
games in 2003, the last time they met in the playoffs.
Journeyman Mike James came off the bench to
score 12 points in the win.

“You never want to lose a guy like James but we
have been in this situation before,” said Griffin. “I
trust these guys. Everyone had to step up. We
played like that most of the season. We got guys
that step up and Kevin and Kyrie do what they do.”

Game two is today in Brooklyn. “Our defense
was good, we didn’t give them too many wide open
looks. We cleaned up some things as the game went
on,” said head coach Steve Nash.

Antetokounmpo, the two time reigning NBA
Most Valuable Player, played 35 minutes, shooting
16 of 24 from the floor and grabbing 11 rebounds for
the underdog Bucks, who led the league by averag-
ing 120.1 points per game in the regular season.

“It was a little bit of everything. Shots didn’t go
in. We did not compete as hard as we wanted to
defensively,” said Antetokounmpo. Both clubs came
into the second round of the postseason after cruis-
ing through their opening series.

Milwaukee completed a four-game sweep of
Miami last Saturday to reach the second round for
the third straight season.  Brooklyn, who averaged
118.6 points during the regular season, needed five
games to get past the Boston Celtics thanks in large
part to the trio of Durant, Irving and Harden.

Due to injuries and rest, the trio had played just
eight games together during the regular season.

Brooklyn had hoped to have the big three healthy
for the playoffs but have hit another injury snag
with Harden going down in front of a crowd of
15,700 at Barclays Center arena.

The Nets announced later in the first half that
Harden would undergo an MRI to determine the
extent of the injury. “It has happened to us all year
that someone goes down,” said Nash. “We made a
few plays. We hustled. It was great to see guys who
hadn’t been in the rotation step up.”

The 31-year-old Harden has had hamstring prob-
lems before, missing 21 games in April and May. The
Nets are 20-17 without Harden and 29-7 with him
in the lineup. Harden averaged 27.8 points and 10.6

assists in the first round against the Celtics.
Antetokounmpo scored 10 points in the first

quarter as the Bucks led 32-30 at the end of 12 min-
utes. Antetokounmpo said it didn’t change things
when Harden got hurt. “We still had our game plan.
We still had a game plan for Kyrie and KD and Joe
(Harris),” he said.

In the second quarter the teams exchanged runs
as Brooklyn went on a 20-8 blitz to take a 59-48
lead but the Bucks clawed their way back with a 13-
4 run of their own to get within two, 63-61, at the
half. The Nets went on another 12-4 run to end the
third to take a commanding 98-84 lead into the
fourth quarter. — AFP

Durant scores 29 as Nets roll
over Bucks in NBA series opener

McLaren ‘devastated’
by death of Saudi
stakeholder Ojjeh
BAKU: Saudi billionaire Mansour Ojjeh, a major
force behind the McLaren team’s success in Formula
One, has died aged 68, the British team announced
yesterday. Born in Paris, Ojjeh bought into McLaren
in 1984 and with former partner Ron Dennis estab-
lished it as one of the major forces in F1.

“It is with deep sadness that McLaren Racing
announces the death of Mansour Ojjeh, shareholder
of McLaren since 1984,” McLaren announced
ahead of yesterday’s Azerbaijan Grand Prix. “Mr
Ojjeh passed away peacefully this morning in
Geneva, aged 68, surrounded by his family, to whom
the team sends its most heartfelt condolences.”

McLaren chief executive Zak Brown said his
death “had devastated everyone” at the team.
“Mansour has been etched into the heart and soul of
this team for nearly 40 years and was intrinsic to its
success,” Brown added. “He was a true racer in
every sense. Ultra-competitive, determined, pas-
sionate and, above all, perhaps his defining charac-
teristic: sporting. No matter the intensity of the bat-
tle, Mansour always put sport first.”

With Mansour on board McLaren won seven of
their eight constructors world titles since 1984 and
10 of their 12 drivers’ crowns. Lewis Hamilton, who
won the first of his seven world titles at McLaren,
said before the start of Sunday’s grand prix in Baku:
“I carry a heavy heart into the race after the loss of
a close friend, Mansour Ojjeh. “He had the biggest
heart and always carried the biggest smile. I am so
grateful to have known such a man. This man loved
unconditionally. Rest in peace brother, love you
always.” — AFP

Oliveira holds
off Zarco to 
win Catalonia
MotoGP
MONTMELO: Portuguese rider
Miguel Oliveira  held off a late surge
from Frenchman Johann Zarco to win
the Catalonia MotoGP yesterday.
Australian Jack Miller took third after
championship leader Fabio Quartararo
was hit with a three-second penalty
for straying off the track a few laps
from the end.

“Everything was so hard: tyre
management, keeping cool when
Fabio was putting the pressure on me
for so many laps,” said Oliveira, who
rides for KTM. “I kept it really cool
when he overtook me. I saw my
chance on the straight and overtook
him back. It was the perfect race.”

Both Quartararo and Miller led
briefly, but both had problems on a
warm Catalan afternoon. Frenchman
Quartararo was penalized three sec-

onds for going way off the track on
his Yamaha at the chicane four laps
from the end. The rider from Nice also
finished the race barechested, after
unzipping his jacket, pulling out his
chest protector and discarding it.

Quartararo remains top of the rider
standings but Zarco, of the Ducati
satellite team Pramac, cut the gap to
just 17 points. Miller climbed to third,
overtaking his factor Ducati team-
mate, Italian Francesco Bagnaia, who
was seventh yesterday.  Spanish title
holder Joan Mir (Suzuki), who started
10th on the grid, finished fifth, while
multiple world champions Marc
Marquez (Honda) and Italian
Valentino Rossi (Yamaha-SRT) retired
after crashes.

Zarco, who has still to win in the
MotoGP class, moved through the
pack late in the race but was not
quite able to catch the smooth-riding
Oliveira.  “The last two laps I tried to
catch Miguel,” said Zarco. “But he
just told me was also controlling well.
I was not close enough to try to
attack him.”

The race was the first this season
to allow fans, with a crowd of 24,000,
20 percent of capacity permitted.
After crossing the line, Oliveira raced

to the stands to collect a Portuguese
flag. “Thank you to all the fans here
everything has been amazing this

weekend with the public back in the
grandstand and it feels good to be
back to normal,” said Oliveira. — AFP

MONTMELO: KTM Portuguese rider Miguel Oliveira celebrates on the podium after
winning the MotoGP race of the Moto Grand Prix de Catalunya at the Circuit de
Catalunya yesterday in Montmelo on the outskirts of Barcelona. —AFP

BROOKLYN: Blake Griffin #2 of the Brooklyn Nets high-fives teammate Kevin Durant #7 during the game
against the Milwaukee Bucks during Round 2, Game 1 of the 2021 NBA Playoffs on Saturday at Barclays
Center in Brooklyn, New York. — AFP

Rahm forced out of
Memorial while 
leading by positive
COVID test
WASHINGTON: Defending champion Jon
Rahm was forced to withdraw from the US
PGA Memorial tournament following a posi-
tive COVID-19 test on Saturday after having
seized a six-stroke lead with a stunning third
round at Muirfield Village.

Rahm had tested negative for four consec-
utive days only to return a positive test from a
sample collected Saturday morning, after he
made an ace at the par-3 16th in concluding
his darkness-halted second round with a two-
shot lead.

World number three Rahm fired an impres-
sive eight-under par 64 in Saturday’s third
round, matching all-time records with an 18-
under 198 score for 54 holes and a six-stroke
lead at the famed Dublin, Ohio, layout.

Instead, Rahm was withdrawn and left
Americans Patrick Cantlay, the 2019 Memorial
winner, and Collin Morikawa, the 2020 PGA
Championship winner, sharing the lead on
204. Rahm, ranked second in the world, was
given the news by PGA Tour medical person-
nel as he walked off the 18th green at
Muirfield Village Golf Club, where he is the
defending champion.

“I’m very disappointed in having to with-
draw from the Memorial Tournament,” Rahm
said in a statement posted on Twitter. “This is
one of those things that happens in life, one of
those moments where how we respond to a
setback defines us as people. “I’m very thank-
ful that my family and I are all OK. I will take
all of the necessary precautions to be safe
and healthy, and I look forward to returning
to the golf course as soon as possible.”
Unexpected co-leader Cantlay called it “the
worst situation.”

“He played awesome today and it’s just
really a shame,” Cantlay said. The US PGA
Tour said in a statement it had informed Rahm
last week he had been in close contact with
someone confirmed with COVID-19 and the
26-year-old Spaniard, who was asymptomatic,
chose to compete under tighter virus safety
protocols, including daily testing and restrict-
ed access to facilities.

Rahm’s Saturday test was returned as posi-
tive while Rahm was on the course in his third
round, the tour said, and a second test
requested by a PGA medical advisor also
came back positive just before Rahm finished
the third round. When told of the result just off
the 18th green, Rahm bent forward, his head in
his hands and at his knees, then rose and
yelled, “Not again.”

Rahm had dazzled on the back nine with a
stretch of six birdies in seven holes to stand
on 18-under 198 after 54 holes and six strokes
ahead in Dublin, Ohio. Rahm had matched
Tiger Woods from 2000 for the largest 54-
hole lead in Memorial history. He was hoping
to match Woods as the event’s only back-to-
back winners. His 198 matched Scott Hoch’s
54-hole tournament record from 1987.

American Scottie Scheffler, who played
alongside Rahm and Cantlay in the third
round, and South African Brenden Grace
shared third on 207. “My heart, it just sinks for
him,” Scheffler said. “I just feel awful.”

Scheffler was confused by Rahm’s frustrat-
ed expression as they signed their cards, say-
ing that when Rahm explained why “my heart
just sank. “It’s terrible that that happened,”
Scheffler said. “I think it’s terrible they told
him in front of the cameras.” Cantlay said he
has not been vaccinated for COVID-19. “I’ve
already had COVID, so I got to imagine I have
antibodies, so I don’t feel too concerned,”
Cantlay said. — AFP


