
THE HAGUE: Former Bosnian Serb military chief
Ratko Mladic will tomorrow hear the decision on his
appeal against his genocide conviction, in a Hague
tribunal’s final verdict on the 1995 Srebrenica mas-
sacre. The ruling will be the closing chapter in the
case against the man dubbed the “Butcher of the
Balkans”, who was sentenced to life imprisonment
by a UN war crimes tribunal in 2017.

Now an ailing 78-year-old, the once-burly mili-
tary strongman of the 1992-1995 Bosnian war is
expected to be in court, where he has previously
delivered angry outbursts against the West.
Mothers of some of the 8,000 men and boys killed
in the worst act of bloodshed on European soil
since World War II will be outside the court where
they have long campaigned for justice.

“We will go to The Hague to look the execution-
er in the eye once again as he is finally sentenced,”
Munira Subasic, president of one of the “Mothers of
Srebrenica” associations, told AFP. The verdict will
be handed down at 1300 GMT, viewable on a
livestream with a half hour delay because the court-
room is closed to journalists due to coronavirus
restrictions, at the International Residual
Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals.

Its prosecutor Serge Brammertz said he was
“cautiously optimistic” about the verdict, telling
reporters this week he “can’t imagine another out-
come than confirmation”. The mechanism deals with
cases left over from the now-closed UN war crimes
court for the former Yugoslavia, which brought jus-
tice for crimes in the bloody break-up of the coun-
try in the 1990s.

‘Future of our children’ 
Mladic, who spent a decade on the run before his

capture in 2011, was convicted of one count of
genocide over Srebrenica as well as for war crimes
and crimes against humanity in general during the
Bosnian war.

Judges found him guilty of orchestrating a cam-
paign of “ethnic cleansing” to drive Muslims and
Bosnians out of key areas to create a Greater Serbia
as Yugoslavia tore itself apart after the fall of com-
munism. The war left around 100,000 people dead
and 2.2 million displaced.

Prosecutors said he personally oversaw the mas-
sacre at the supposedly UN-protected enclave of
Srebrenica as part of a campaign of ethnic cleans-
ing to drive out Muslims. Footage from the time
showed him handing out sweets to children before
they and the women of Srebrenica were taken away
by bus, while the men of the town were marched
into a forest and executed.

Relatives of the victims also hoped that the
court would also overturn Mladic’s acquittal in
2017 on wider genocide convictions, saying it was
necessary for reconciliation between still-divided
communities.

“This verdict is not only important for the victims
and survivors. It is very important for the future of
our children, of all of us,” said Subasic, who planned
to be at the court with around a dozen supporters.

‘Everyone is proud’ 
But for many Bosnian Serbs, Mladic and

Karadzic remain heroes. “Everyone is proud that he

is from here,” said Radosav Zmukic, head of a local
veterans’ group in Mladic’s hometown of Kalinovik.
He recalled meeting Mladic two or three times dur-
ing the war and being impressed by his “boldness”.
During a long legal process delayed repeatedly
after Mladic needed surgery to remove a polyp, and
then because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Mladic
appealed all the convictions and his life sentence.

The frail-looking former general raged during the

two-day appeal hearing in August 2020 that he had
been “pushed into war” and dismissed the court as a
“child of western powers”. He was the military face
of a trio led on the political side by ex-Yugoslav
president Slobodan Milosevic and former Bosnian
Serb leader Radovan Karadzic. Milosevic died of a
heart attack in his cell in The Hague in 2006 before
his trial had finished while Karadzic is serving a life
sentence for genocide in Srebrenica. — AFP
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13 wedding guests drown 

KANO: Thirteen people died in northwest
Nigeria’s Sokoto state when a boat ferrying wed-
ding guests capsized, officials said, a week after
150 people went missing in another boat accident.
The boat was conveying 18 people returning from
a wedding in Shagari district when it overturned
on Friday. “Thirteen people travelling from
Dorowa to Ginga village died in the boat mishap,”
Sokoto state government spokesman Muhammad
Bello said.  The passengers were all members of
the same family heading home after attending the
wedding ceremony, local lawmaker Maidawa
Kajiji said. “It was a small boat loaded with 18
passengers but only five survived and were res-
cued,” Kajiji said. — AFP

Man with knife kills six  

BEIJING: A man armed with a knife killed six
people and wounded 14 others in a city in
eastern China, state media reported yesterday.
The attack occurred Saturday afternoon in the
streets of Anqing, Anhui province, 430 kilome-
tres (270 miles) west of Shanghai, state televi-
sion CCTV said. The suspect was arrested and
an investigation was under way to determine
the circumstances of the attack that unfolded
in a pedestrian shopping street, Anqing Public
Security Bureau said in a statement released
on the Weibo social network. Quoting the
bureau, CCTV said the suspect was 25 years
old, unemployed and “angry”. — AFP

US leak probes

WASHINGTON: The US government said
Saturday it would stop secretly obtaining
reporters’ phone and email records during
investigations into political leaks, ending a prac-
tice that was often criticized as undermining
press freedom. The New York Times this week
reported that under Donald Trump’s administra-
tion and continuing under President Joe Biden,
the Justice Department fought a covert legal
battle to access email logs of four of its
reporters in a hunt for leak sources. The
Department of Justice said in a statement that
“in a change to its longstanding practice — (it)
will not seek compulsory legal process in leak
investigations to obtain source information from
members of the news media.” It added that it
had “completed a review to determine all
instances in which the Department had pending
compulsory requests from reporters in leak
investigations. — AFP

Passenger tries to break into cockpit 

LOS ANGELES: A passenger on a US air-
plane tried to smash his way into the cockpit
until another traveler and members of the air
crew tackled him and pinned him down, wit-
nesses said. The Delta Air flight from Los
Angeles to Nashville made an emergency
landing in Albuquerque, New Mexico, where
the man was dragged off the plane with his
hands and feet secured by zip ties. He had
repeatedly screamed “Stop this plane” as he
was wrestled to the floor at the front of the
cabin, according a phone camera footage of
the incident on Friday. An unnamed passenger
told CNN that the man “seemingly unpro-
voked, just got up and rushed the pilot’s cabin
and began banging on the doors.” Another
passenger, Jessica Robertson, described the
scene as “terrifying” but praised flight atten-
dants for acting quickly. — AFP

MOUNT IGMAN: File photo taken in Sarajevo on August 10, 1993 shows Commander of Serbian forces in Bosnia
General Ratko Mladic (C) arriving at the airport of Sarajevo in order to negotiate the withdrawal of his troops
from Mount Igman. —AFP

S Lanka recovers 
black box from 
sinking ship
COLOMBO: A black box from a ship loaded with
chemical and plastic that is sinking off Sri Lanka has
been located, officials said yesterday, as investiga-
tors probe what caused the vessel to catch fire. The
Voyage Data Recorder, also known as a maritime
“black box”, enables investigators to review proce-
dures and instructions ahead of an accident.

Sri Lankan authorities said they hope it will pro-
vide details of the ship’s movements and its commu-
nications with the harbour in the capital Colombo,
where it had been due to dock. “The navy facilitat-
ed technicians to remove the VDR from the bridge
which is still above the waterline,” navy spokesman
Indika de Silva told AFP.

The Singapore-registered MV X-Press Pearl
has been slowly sinking into the Indian Ocean
since Wednesday after a fire that raged for nearly
two weeks within sight of the coast. The ship, car-
rying 25 tonnes of nitric acid and a huge amount
of plastic raw materials, was heading to Colombo
from Gujarat, India.

Sri Lankan officials have said an acid leak since
May 11 may have sparked the blaze. Ports in Qatar
and India had refused to offload the leaking nitric

acid, they added. Police on the island nation
launched a criminal investigation, interviewing the
vessel ’s skipper and chief engineer-both
Russians-and its chief officer, an Indian, and seiz-
ing their passports.

Authorities are bracing for a possible oil spill
after the stern submerged. There has been no sign
of any leaks so far, they added. Tonnes of

microplastic granules from the ship swamped an
80-kilometre (50-mile) stretch of beach declared
off-limits for residents. Fishing in the area was
also banned.

Sri Lankan environmentalists on Friday sued the
government and the ship’s operators for allegedly
failing to prevent what they called the “worst
marine disaster” in the country’s history. — AFP

COLOMBO: File photo taken on June 02, 2021 shows a tugboat (R) from the Dutch salvage firm SMIT tows the fire strick-
en Singapore-registered container ship MV X-Press Pearl away from the coast of Colombo, following Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s order to move the ship to deeper water. —AFP 

Peruvians to choose 
between Fujimori 
and leftist Castillo
LIMA: Peruvians face a polarising choice between
right-wing populist Keiko Fujimori and radical leftist
Pedro Castillo when they elect a new president, in a
country desperate for a return to normalcy after
years of political turbulence. The new leader will
need to tackle a country in crisis, suffering from
recession and with the worst coronavirus death rate
in the world after recording 184,000 mortalities
among the 33 million population. And after four
presidents in the last three years and with seven of
the last 10 of the country’s leaders either having
been convicted of or investigated for corruption,
Peruvians will look to their next leader to bring an
end to the recent turbulence.

At the height of the political storm in November
last year, Peru had three different presidents in just
five days. Two million Peruvians have lost their jobs
during the pandemic and nearly a third of the country
now live in poverty, according to official figures.
Fujimori, 46, and Castillo, 51, caused a surprise when
taking the top two spots in April’s first round of voting.

Now voters must decide between their polar
opposite economic and political programs. In the
most recent poll, Castillo had a narrow two percent-
age points edge but 18 percent of people remained
undecided in a country where voting is obligatory.
Fujimori, the daughter of disgraced and jailed former
president Alberto Fujimori, represents the neoliberal
economic model of tax cuts and boosting private
activity to generate jobs.

Trade unionist schoolteacher Castillo has pledged
to nationalize vital industries, raise taxes, eliminate
tax exemptions and increase state regulation.
Fujimori’s bastion is the capital Lima, while Castillo’s
bulwark is the rural deep interior.

“We’re fed up with always being governed by the
same people, we want Peru to change,” Martha
Huaman, 27, a fruit seller in Tacabamba, in the
Cajamarca region where Castillo lives, told AFP. “For
us it’s a dream, it’s an awakening, we’re really happy
to be with” Castillo, said evangelical priest Victor
Cieza Rivera, whose church is attended by the presi-
dential candidate’s wife Lilia Paredes. Tacabamba
and other villages in Cajamarca are full of posters
for Castillo, who topped the first round of voting. 

‘I don’t want to vote’ 
Favored by the business sector and middle class-

es, Fujimori has tried to portray Castillo as a com-
munist threat, warning that Peru would become a
new Venezuela or North Korea should he win.
Castillo has pointed to the Fujimori family’s history
of corruption scandals. Keiko Fujimori is under
investigation for accepting illegal campaign funding
in her 2011 and 2016 presidential bids and has
already spent 16 months in pre-trial detention.

Her father is serving a 25-year sentence for
crimes against humanity and corruption. For many in
Peru this election is about the “lesser of evils.” “I
don’t even want to vote, neither of them deserve it,
but Castillo panics me so I’m going to vote for
Fujimori,” said trucker Johnny Samaniego, 51, who
lives in Lima. Whoever wins will have a hard time
governing as Congress is fragmented. Castillo’s Free
Peru is the largest single party, just ahead of
Fujimori’s Popular Force, but without a majority.

If Fujimori wins “it won’t be easy given the mis-
trust her name and that of her family generates in
many sectors. She’ll have to quickly calm the mar-
kets and generate ways to reactivate them,” political
scientist Jessica Smith told AFP. If Castillo triumphs,
he’ll have to “consolidate a parliamentary majority
that will allow him to deliver his ambitious program,”
added Smith. — AFP

MADRID: A Peruvian resident walks with Spanish and
Peruvian flags after casting her vote for the presidential
election runoff in a polling station at the Ifema congress
center in Madrid yesterday. — AFP

Eleven civilians
killed as bomb hits
Afghan bus
HERAT: At least 11 civilians including four women
and three children were killed when a roadside
bomb struck a bus in Afghanistan, officials said
yesterday, in the latest attack targeting passenger
vehicles in the violence-wracked country. The
attack occurred on Saturday evening in the western
province of Badghis, raising fears of fresh violence
in the months ahead as the US military continues to
pull out its last remaining troops from the country.

No group has claimed responsibility for the
blast but Badghis governor Hessamuddin Shams
accused the Taleban of planting the bomb. Another
official from the province, Khodadad Tayeb, con-
firmed the toll and said that the bus fell into a valley
after it was hit by the bomb.

Saturday’s attack came after a series of blasts
targeted passenger buses in Kabul this week. The
jihadist Islamic State claimed two back-to-back
attacks on buses in Kabul. Violence has soared in
recent weeks as government forces and the Taleban
clash in near-daily battles across the rugged coun-
tryside, with the militants appearing to focus on
capturing new territory and battering checkpoints
and bases near Kabul.

The Taleban said on Saturday that they have
“captured the district of Deh Yak” in the province of
Ghazni, about 150 kilometres south of Kabul. The
authorities said they had only “relocated” their
forces from the area. Ghazni is strategically located
on the main road from Kabul to Kandahar, the for-
mer bastion of the Taleban in the south. The
province sees regular fighting between the two
warring sides. In 2018, the Taleban briefly seized the
provincial capital Ghazni, which has the same name
as the province, in an all-out attack that left several
government buildings torched and destroyed. The
surge in violence across Afghanistan comes as the
US military continues to withdraw its remaining
2,500 troops from Afghanistan.

President Joe Biden has ordered the military to
complete the pullout by the 20th anniversary of the
September 11 attacks. But as the Americans pack
up, experts fear Afghanistan will remain home to a
number of jihadist groups. — AFP


