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KUWAIT: Patients visiting the West Salmiya Policlinic
are seated outside the building waiting in the heat for
their turn to get to see the doctor. An AC unit is placed
at the outdoor waiting area, although patients have
complained that it was not working or “making any
difference” under the extreme heat.

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: A contingent of Cuban medics - doctors
and nurses - are leaving after completing a year of
service in Kuwait. The last group of 60 medical
workers who filled roles at the Mishref coronavirus
field hospital are wrapping up their work and head-
ing home. Several members of the larger mission,
which comprised of more than 300 Cuban medical
workers who served six-month terms in the last
year and half, were infected with the coronavirus
while working in Kuwait. 

A small ceremony to mark the departure of the
medical workers was held at the Mishref field hos-
pital, attended by Dr Muhamad Al-Humaidan and
Jose Luis Noriega Sanchez, Ambassador of Cuba to
Kuwait. The Cuban medical workers were initially
hired by Kuwait’s ministry of health to support the
country’s pandemic efforts from June 5, 2020 for a
six-month term. But the team’s stay was later
extended for another six months due to the high
number of COVID-19 cases in Kuwait.

“We’ve handled more than 100,000 patients at
our assigned hospitals, mostly COVID-19 patients,”
said Rody Cervantes Silva, family medicine special-
ist and head of the Cuban medical team to Kuwait.
“The number of cases are now down and cases in
ICUs are also dropping,” he said.

On June 5, 2020, the team arrived with 298 doc-
tors and nurses, and requested an additional 37
doctors in August 2020. “We were a total of 337
medics (198 nurses and 137 doctors); some left after
six months, some left after 10 months, while the
remaining 60 doctors and nurses are here for the
past one year. We are all going back on June 7
(today) and will return to our families after the suc-
cessful completion of our medical mission,” Silva
added. 

COVID-19 hospitals
Cuban doctors and nurses were deployed specif-

ically to COVID-19 hospitals designated by the
Kuwaiti government, including Jaber Hospital, Amiri
Hospital, Adan Hospital, Farwaniya Hospital, Ibn
Sina Hospital, Mubarak Hospital, Jarrah Hospital and
the Mishref Field Hospital. 

“It’s definitely a mission worth remembering -
even our team was infected, as 12 of us contracted
the virus. We were able to help both locals and
expats of all nationalities. At the beginning we were
also assisting in some other medical cases, but the
coronavirus was our main concern. Some of us
would even be at the hospital for 24 hours, especial-
ly during the onset of the pandemic. We all want our
patients to recover and not die. We are racing
against time and want everyone to be healed and go
back to their families. Many of our patients returned
with letters of encouragement and thanks,” Silva
told Kuwait Times. 

The Cuban ambassador thanked Kuwait for
trusting Cuban doctors and nurses for the danger-
ous mission, saying they did so in solidarity with
Kuwait. Sanchez pointed out that Cuba has sent
more than 13,000 doctors and other medical pro-
fessionals around the world since the outbreak of
the pandemic. 

“Last year, we helped fight the coronavirus in
Italy. The medics received medals from the presi-
dent of Italy himself for helping them. But this is not
about medals or propaganda - it’s about humanity.
We helped people regardless of nationality and
showed them our human side,” the envoy said. “We
sent 13,000 Cuban doctors and nurses all over the
world to specifically deal with the coronavirus. This
is apart from the 28,000 doctors from Cuba present
in 57 countries around the world. In Kuwait we have
around 38 doctors working in various hospitals and
private clinics,” he added.  

Rumors refuted
Sanchez refuted reports in some newspapers last

year that Cuban doctors receive a monthly salary of

KD 2,500. “Not at all - it’s a big lie, it’s fake news.
They get a salary (from the ministry of health in
Kuwait), but not the full salary because they are on
a solidarity mission. The most important issue here
is how many lives they have saved; how many peo-
ple they have given another chance to live. The
human side of our mission is most important. They
left their families in Cuba and came here despite the
danger to their own lives. They didn’t even consider
the language barrier they might face here; they just
came to help and they did that - mission accom-
plished,” he said.

Kuwait Times asked Sanchez how Cuba is able to

send doctors and nurses abroad. “Because our gov-
ernment gives priority to people who want to study
medicine. They are educated free of charge. Being a
doctor is the most difficult career in Cuba. But they
work hard on it and are very successful. It com-
pletely depends on our students’ capabilities, as
young people in Cuba can choose their career
path,” he said. 

“That is why we can help and can send many
doctors and nurses all over the world to help. For
example, in Africa, we have many medics that are
paid by our government. Not a single dollar is paid
by those countries,” Sanchez added. 

Cuban medical team completes
COVID-19 mission to Kuwait 

KUWAIT: Members of the Cuban medical team in a group photo yesterday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Health confirmed yes-
terday there was a daily inventory of COVID-19 vac-
cines being received and actually used, therefore the
whole quantity was accounted for. The Ministry was
reacting to social media reports suggesting coron-
avirus vaccines had been smuggled from Kuwait to an
Arab country. It called for verifying the reports and
get the information from the official sources.

Meanwhile, the health ministry began yesterday
carrying out COVID-19 Antigen Rapid Tests for
non-vaccinated students ahead of the grade 12 final
exams. The end-of-year paper graduation tests for
high school students in public and Arabic private
schools are set to start on Wednesday under strict
health precautionary measures. In the meantime,
health ministry field workers are set to begin this
week offering COVID-19 vaccines to workers at
Mubarakiya and Safat markets in Kuwait City,
according to local reports. In another note, Al-
Qabas Arabic daily reported yesterday quoting
health ministry sources that around 93 percent of
COVID-19 patients in hospitals in Kuwait were not
vaccinated against the disease.

Kuwait had reported on Saturday 1,331 new
COVID-19 infections in addition to seven deaths,
taking the total up to 315,900 and 1,794 respective-
ly. The figures were slightly up from 1,280 infections
on Friday and down from 1,443 on Thursday, where-
as Kuwait had reported four deaths on each of

Friday and Thursday. Meanwhile, the health ministry
registered 1,310 recoveries on Saturday, compared
to 156 on Friday and 1,087 on Thursday, raising the
total to 299,795.

The number of people hospitalized with the virus

currently stood at 14,311 as of Saturday; up from
14,297 on Friday, with 149 of them in intensive care
units; down from 151 a day before. The number of
patients had stood at 14,177 on Thursday, including
146 in ICUs. —KUNA

Health Ministry denies reports of vaccine smuggling 

KUWAIT: Students undergo the COVID-19 Antigen Rapid Test ahead of their graduation exams at a school in
Kuwait City yesterday. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Doctors’ break
room fire 
under control
KUWAIT: The health ministry said a fire started in
the doctors’ break room on the ground floor of
Mubarak Hospital yesterday morning. It said the
incident did not disrupt normal work. Meanwhile, a
statement by Kuwait Fire Force said there were no
injuries as Hawally, Salmiya and Shuhada responded
and carried out the necessary ventilation. Deputy
Fire Force Chief for Fighting Affairs Maj Gen Jamal
Nasser inspected the site in the presence of Health
Ministry Undersecretary Dr Mustafa Redha.

Meanwhile, firemen rescued two Kuwaiti
teenagers after they were stuck in a muddy area in
Sulaibikhat beach yesterday. Shuwaikh and Sea
Rescue Fire Stations’ men responded to an emer-
gency call reporting that two persons were stuck in
mud when they were walking on the beach, while a
third person was able to free himself. The two were
freed successfully and are in good health, Kuwait Fire
Force said.

Education Minister
underlines need for
qualified graduates
KUWAIT: Minister of Education Dr Mohammad Al-
Fares yesterday affirmed necessity of equipping aca-
demic studies’ graduates with curricula that enable
them to meet requirements of the local labor market.
The minister, also the minister of oil, who was address-
ing a meeting of the board at the national apparatus for
academic accreditation, lauded the department for its
pivotal role in backing up the local labor market with
qualified would-be personnel in line with Kuwait Vision
2035. Sound quality of education must be secured from
teaching institutions that adopt international criteria,
minister Fares said. Dr Hamad Al-Adwani, the apparatus
director general, indicated in a statement following the
board session that the meeting examined new academic
criterion, assessment rules and regulations of accredit-
ed universities abroad. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Firemen battle a blaze in the doctors’
break room on the ground f loor  of  Mubarak
Hospital yesterday.

Firemen rescued two teenagers stuck in mud in
Sulaibikhat beach yesterday.


