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Amir congratulates Kuwait’s Musallam 
on being named FINA’s chairperson

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Speaker of the National 
Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has cabled Dr Hussein Ali 
Al-Musallam on his appointment as chairman of 
FINA, the international swimming governing body. 
His Highness the Amir expressed heartfelt facilita-
tions to Dr Musallam after he was picked by FINA’s 
general assembly, wishing him success for serving 
Kuwait at the regional and international sports 
quarters. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah addressed a 
cable of identical content to Dr Musallam. His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent a similar cable. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at 
Seif Palace His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness 
the Amir also received the Speaker of the National 
Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem and His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness also received 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah and Deputy 

Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and Minister of 
State for Nazaha Enhancement Abdullah Youssef 
Al-Roumi. In the meantime, His Highness the Crown 
Prince received Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled, Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali, Roumi and 
Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem 
Al-Sabah yesterday at Seif Palace. 

Kuwait’s Information Minister and Minister of 
State for Youth Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi had con-
gratulated Dr Musallam on Saturday on his new 
post. Dr Musallam became the first Asian repre-
sentative to have ever won FINA’s top position 
since its inception in 1908. He previously compet-
ed for Kuwait at the World Championships, Asian 
Games and Pan-Arab Championships in the 1970s. 
In a press release, Minister Mutairi described the 
achievement as “unique” to the history of Kuwaiti 
sports, expressing his sincere wishes that the new 
president’s tenure be a successful one. FINA is 
responsible for six main water sport events, 
including swimming, diving, high diving, synchro-
nized swimming, water polo and open water 
swimming.  — KUNA

RIYADH: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
yesterday headed the State of Kuwait dele-
gation partaking in the first meeting of the 
Kuwaiti-Saudi Coordination Council, hosted 
by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The Saudi 
delegation was headed by the Kingdom’s 
Foreign Minister Prince Faisal Bin Farhan. The 
meeting was held in line with guidelines by 
Kuwait’s late Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, with the bless-
ings of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, as well 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz — depicting the deep-
rooted ties between the two brotherly coun-
tries and peoples. 

The Council, establishment minutes of 
which were inked in July 1981, aims at work-
ing out a joint vision for rendering the rela-
tions between the two countries stronger and 
sustainable in tandem with the GCC objec-
tives, boosting the GCC integrated economic 
system, finding solutions for optimum use of 
national resources, consolidating cooperation 
and integration among the member states in 
all spheres, ensuring effective execution for 
the cooperation and partnership, promoting 

the two states’ status in the economic, human 
resources development, integration at the 
security and political levels and others. 

Participants in the meeting explored vari-
ous key cooperation spheres bonding the 
two brotherly countries, namely in the eco-
nomic, investment, security and development 
sectors. They discussed in particular means 
of boosting the coordination at these levels. 
The council embodies desire of the Kuwaiti 
and Saudi leaders to lay the multilateral 
action by the two sides within an institution-
alized framework that contributes to the 
approach toward progress and prosperity. 

The Kuwaiti foreign minister addressed 
the session, expressing gratitude for the 
warm hospitality, noting that the meeting was 
held, for the first time at this level, upon 
instructions by His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf and King Salman bin Abdulaziz. He 
shed light on the historic ties between Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, noting that this relationship 
is unique worldwide, affirming that the ses-
sion was held in line with the mutual desire to 
elevate the relations to higher and wider 
scopes; also for sake of consolidating the 
integration on diverse arenas as well as for 
devising an objective mechanism to measure 
the aspired progress at the economic and 

investments levels. He noted that the meeting 
was held following the visit paid by His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to the Kingdom 
on June 1. He noted that during the visit, the 
Crown Prince held cordial talks with Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman, the Kingdom’s 
Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense. The two sides had 
affirmed necessity of joint action for consoli-
dating the bilateral relations in the economic 
and investment spheres. 

Sheikh Dr Ahmad noted the 30th anniver-
sary of the liberation of the State of Kuwait 
from the flagrant Iraqi occupation, recalling 
that the Kingdom had played a pivotal role in 
freeing the country and reinstating the legiti-
macy. The Kingdom, he continued, had put 
all its potentials at the disposal of liberating 
the State of Kuwait. Also in this respect, he 
brought into recollections the leading role of 
the late Saudi King Fahad bin Abdulaziz. He 
also underscored the role, during the occu-
pation, of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques, who was serving, at the time of the 
crisis, as the Prince of Riyadh. The Kuwaiti 
foreign minister praised the great achieve-
ments in the Kingdom in various spheres, 
lauding the success of the G20 Summit that 
had been chaired by the Kingdom. He also 
lauded the Saudi “green initiative and the 
green Middle East initiative,” as pioneering 
solutions to face climatic change at the 
regional and international levels, in addition 
to the chain of accomplishments for attaining 
the promising Vision 2030. “We also praise 
the Kingdom’s balanced role for stability of 

oil prices and maintaining energy supplies to 
the world,” he stated.  

Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad has noted that Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia have been bonded with a 
number of agreements and memos in 
diverse fields particularly at the economic 
and trade levels, noting that the Kingdom 
ranks as the top commercial partner with 
Kuwait in terms of Kuwaiti exports, at a 
value exceeding $670 million in 2020. Last 
year, the Kuwaiti-Saudi trade exchanges 
amounted in value to nearly $2 billion, 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad said, affirming the growing 
cooperation at this level. He noted the role of 
the private Kuwaiti sector in the Kingdom. 

“Moreover, encouraging direct investments 
will contribute to cementing the bilateral 
economic and investment relations between 
our two brotherly countries, where volume 
of the Kuwaiti businesses in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia has exceeded $2.5 billion.” 

The foreign minister also noted that some 
highlights of the meeting is the inking of six 
accords, memos and cooperation programs 
in the spheres of youth affairs, direct invest-
ments, education and teaching, higher edu-
cation, scientific research, sports and diverse 
standardization — raising the tally to 27 
agreements and memos. He noted that the 
second meeting at this level would be hosted 
by Kuwait next year. - KUNA 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
heads delegation at joint 
council meeting in Saudi Arabia

RIYADH: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
(left) and Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal Bin Farhan sign a memorandum of 
understanding between the two countries in Riyadh yesterday. — KUNA 
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Expats have been barred from entering Kuwait for 

more than three months. Hammad said the committee 
discussed with the minister losses suffered by Kuwait 
Airways because of the measures taken against travel, 
but Sheikh Basel insisted that it was not the health 
ministry which banned KAC from flying, but the Civil 
Aviation Authority. 

The committee also discussed with the minister the 
higher secondary exams which the education ministry 
insists to hold at schools, while many lawmakers are 
urging it to conduct them online. The ministry officials 
informed the committee that only 27,000 students 
have been vaccinated out of 50,000 who will appear 
for the exams, said Hammad, adding that the minister 
said the education ministry is responsible for the 
exams and not the health ministry. 

Kuwait yesterday launched free PCR tests for 
unvaccinated students of grade 12 to ensure their safe-
ty during the upcoming school exams. The ministry of 

education said in a press statement that this measure 
comes in cooperation with the ministry of health. The 
students were tested yesterday and today from 8 am 
to 8 pm in a number of schools in each educational 
area in the country. The statement said that the move 
aims to ensure the highest standards of health and 
safety for the students and to reduce the risks of 
COVID-19 infection. Students taking the exams will 
require a presentation of a vaccination certificate 
issued or a negative result of a PCR test, it said. Any 
student who suffers from COVID-19 infection or has 
been in contact with an infected person should not 
come to school for exams, it added.   

But dozens of students supported by a number of 
MPs staged a protest yesterday to urge the education 
ministry to hold online exams instead of written exams. 
The ministry however asked all students to undergo 
PCR tests ahead of the exams starting on Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Hammad said yesterday that the finan-
cial and economic affairs committee has rejected gov-
ernment plans to impose any form of taxes or increase 
fees for public services. He said the committee rejected 
what the five-year development plan stipulates - to 
impose selective taxes and value added tax, in addition 
to raising fees on some public services. Hammad said 
the committee will not approve any draft law to impose 
taxes or fees on citizens.

Health minister 
briefs panel...
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“At the national security prosecution, I was asked 

about the intricacies of the thesis. Who was my 
supervisor? What were the chapter titles? Who did 
you meet? They told me basically: ‘You’re saying the 
judiciary is politicized,’” he explained. He had already 

spent over six months in Egypt’s notorious Tora 
prison before being released in Dec 2018 on proba-
tion, having to report to a police station twice a week. 
“I cannot wrap my mind around the unspeakable cru-
elty of preventing me from seeing my daughter for 
over three years for no reason. No one ever has given 
me a reason for all of this.” Ilyas Saliba, a research fel-
low at the Berlin-based Global Public Policy Institute, 
said academics were vulnerable. “In a country in 
which the security services aim to control public 
debate on political issues, scholars who contradict the 
official state narrative can quickly find themselves on 
the target list,” he said. — AFP 

Egypt academics,  
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Hamas, the Islamist group that controls the 

Palestinian enclave of Gaza, responded by launching 
volleys of rockets towards the Zionist entity on May 
10, triggering an 11-day war between the Zionist 
entity and Palestinians. While Palestinians and their 
backers see the issue as a microcosm of Zionist 
efforts to push them out of the highly contested city, 
Jewish settlers and their supporters have labelled it a 
property dispute to be decided by Zionist courts. 

Last month, the Zionist entity’s foreign ministry 
accused Palestinian “terror” groups of “presenting a 
real-estate dispute between private parties, as a 
nationalistic cause” to incite violence. The El-Kurd 
twins, from one of the families that faces being oust-
ed from their home, have led an active protest move-
ment on the streets and online. 

They have gained hundreds of thousands of fol-
lowers on platforms including Twitter and Instagram, 
using the hashtags #SheikhJarrah and 
#SaveSheikhJarrah to bring their neighborhood’s 
plight global attention. Video posted online yester-
day showed Mona being led away in handcuffs. 

Speaking to journalists outside the police station, 
their father said that Palestinian residents would stay 
in Sheikh Jarrah to “document the facts and show the 
terrorism practiced by the (Zionist) government”. 
“Our weapon is the tongue and the camera,” he said. 
“Muhammad and Mona made the whole world turn 
around for our cause.” 

Last month, as tensions in Jerusalem mounted dur-
ing the build-up to the Gaza fighting, the Zionist 
supreme court postponed a hearing in the Sheikh 
Jarrah cases until further notice. Under Zionist law, if 

Jews can prove that their families lived in east 
Jerusalem before the 1948 Arab- Zionist war that cre-
ated the Zionist state, they can request the “return” of 
their property, even if Palestinian families have been 
living there for decades.  

Palestinians whose ancestors became refugees in 
the 1948 war have no means to retrieve their homes 
or land in the modern-day Zionist entity. Rights group 
Ir Amim says up to 1,000 Palestinians in Sheikh Jarrah 
and the nearby Silwan district face being displaced.  

Sheikh Jarrah has also drawn the attention of press 
freedom watchdogs, as journalists say they have been 
targeted by police while trying to report on demon-
strations there. On Saturday Zionist forces arrested Al 
Jazeera reporter Givara Budeiri “in a brutal manner”, 
the network said in a statement, adding that authori-
ties had destroyed a videographer’s camera as he was 
trying to work. Budeiri was released from custody 
several hours after her arrest. 

Al Jazeera television’s acting director-general, 
Mostefa Souag, decried “the systematic targeting of 
our journalists”, dubbing it “in total violation of all 
international conventions”. The Paris-headquartered 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has voiced concern 
over the Zionist entity’s “disproportionate use of force 
against journalists”. 

It criticized “attacks” on reporters filming in 
Sheikh Jarrah, the detention of Palestinian reporters, 
and the Zionist state’s demolition of a tower in the 
besieged Gaza Strip where news outlets operated. 
During their military campaign in Gaza, the Zionist 
entity levelled the 13-storey building that housed the 
Qatar-based Al Jazeera television along with the US 
news agency The Associated Press after warning the 
structure’s owner to evacuate. The Zionist entity 
defended the strike, alleging the building also hosted 
a Palestinian “terrorist” intelligence office. Al 
Jazeera’s Jerusalem bureau chief, Walid Al-Omari, 
accused the Zionist entity of trying “to silence media 
that are witnessing, documenting and reporting the 
truth”. — AFP 
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