
SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook on
Friday banned  former US president
Donald Trump for two years, saying he
deserved the maximum punishment for
violating platform rules over a deadly
attack by his supporters on the US
Capitol. The punishment will be effective
from January 7, when Trump was booted
off the social media giant, and comes
after Facebook’s independent oversight
board said the indefinite ban imposed
initially should be reviewed.

“Given the gravity of the circum-
stances that led to Mr Trump’s suspen-
sion, we believe his actions constituted a
severe violation of our rules which merit
the highest penalty available under the
new enforcement protocols,” Facebook
vice president of global affairs Nick
Clegg said in a post. In updating its poli-
cies, Facebook also said it will no longer
give politicians blanket immunity for
deceptive or abusive content based on
their comments being newsworthy.

At the end of Trump’s two-year ban,
Facebook will enlist experts to assess
whether his activity on the platform still
threatens public safety, according to
Clegg. “If we determine that there is still
a serious risk to public safety, we will
extend the restriction for a set period of
time and continue to re-evaluate until

that risk has receded,” Clegg said.
When Trump’s suspension is lifted, he

will face strict sanctions that could rapid-
ly escalate to permanent removal for
rule-breaking, according to Clegg. Last
month, the independent oversight board
said Facebook was justified in ousting
Trump for his comments regarding the
deadly January 6 rampage at the US
Capitol but that the platform should not
have applied an “indeterminate and stan-
dardless penalty of indefinite suspension.

Trump denounces ‘insult’ 
Trump said in a statement the ban

was an “insult” to voters, renewing his
false claims that the 2020 presidential
election was stolen from him. “They
shouldn’t be allowed to get away with
this censoring and silencing,” Trump
said. Trump also took a jab at Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg, who attended
a White House dinner with the former
president in 2019.

“Next time I’m in the White House
there will be no more dinners, at his
request, with Mark Zuckerberg and his
wife,” Trump said. “It will be all busi-
ness!” Zuckerberg has long maintained
private companies should not be the
arbiters of truth. “American democracy
doesn’t belong to Silicon Valley; it

belongs to the American people,” Clegg
said in a podcast with Richard Reeves of
the Brookings Institution.

“And it’s the legislators and politicians
of this country who in the end have to
govern the rules that prevail.” Some
activists criticized Facebook for even
opening the door to reinstating Trump.

Angelo Carusone of left-leaning
watchdog Media Matters for America
called Facebook’s move dangerous, say-
ing if Trump is reinstated, “the platform
will remain a simmering cauldron of
extremism, disinformation and violence.”
Activists in a group that calls itself The
Real Facebook Oversight Board said:
“Facebook shouldn’t have needed a $130
million Oversight Board and a team of
law professors to tell them dictators and
authoritarians were running wild on their
platform.”

White House press secretary Jen
Psaki, when asked about the Facebook
decision, said a social media platform
which is disseminating information to
millions of Americans, “has a responsibil-
ity to crack down on disinformation...
whether it’s about the election or even
about the vaccine.” Trump was suspend-
ed from Facebook and Instagram after
posting a video during the attack by his
fired-up supporters challenging his elec-

tion loss, in which he told them: “We love
you, you’re very special.”

The oversight panel had called on
Facebook to justify why his ban should
be permanent. “The steps Facebook has
committed to today will contribute to

greater clarity, consistency and trans-
parency in the way the company moder-
ates content, and promote public safety,
defend human rights and respect free-
dom of expression,” the board said in a
release.  —AFP
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India warns Twitter 
to comply with 
new IT rules
NEW DELHI: India yesterday issued “one
last notice” to Twitter to comply with new IT
regulations that the social media giant says
threaten privacy guarantees. Digital rights
activists say New Delhi’s latest rules could
be used by the government to identify
authors of critical posts on social media sites. 

But the government argues they are need-
ed to investigate national security offences
and cases involving sexually explicit material.

India’s electronics and IT ministry said
yesterday it was “dismayed” over Twitter’s
“non-compliance” and flagged the May 26
deadline, when the new rules came into force.
“The refusal to comply demonstrates
Twitter’s lack of commitment and efforts
towards providing a safe experience for peo-
ple of India on its platforms,” its notice said. 

“Needless to state, such non-compliance
will lead to unintended consequences includ-
ing Twitter losing exemption from liability as
an intermediary,” the ministry said.  “As a
gesture of goodwill, Twitter Inc is hereby
given one last notice to immediately comply
with the rules.” The regulations demand that
social media companies give details of the
“first originator” of posts deemed to under-
mine India’s sovereignty, state security or
public order. 

Tech companies are also required to
appoint a chief compliance officer for the
rules and a “grievance redressal officer”,
both based in India. New Delhi last week
said most major social media sites had
already shared details of their chief compli-
ance officer, contact person and grievance
officer, including Koo, ShareChat, Telegram,
LinkedIn, Google, Facebook and WhatsApp.

The row between India and Twitter esca-
lated in May after the tech firm marked a
tweet from a ruling party spokesman as
“manipulated media”. New Delhi accused
Twitter and other US tech giants of “double
standards” in taking down disputed content.
Delhi police visited Twitter’s office to serve a
notice ordering it to join an official inquiry
into the “manipulated media” label-a move
the company described as “intimidation”.
There was no immediate comment from
Twitter on the latest notice from New Delhi
yesterday. — AFP
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‘Ex-president deserved maximum punishment for violating platform rules’

JAKARTA: Alarmed by the moun-
tains of plastic waste leaching into
Indonesia’s waters, two best friends
are taking on the environmental men-
ace by turning crisp bags and sham-
poo packets into paving bricks.

Ovy Sabrina and Novita Tan
launched Rebricks after their country
drew headlines as the second-biggest
producer of marine waste in the
world, behind China. Indonesia has
pledged to reduce plastic waste by
some 75 percent over the next four
years-a mammoth task in the
Southeast Asian nation of nearly 270
million people.

The pair got their start two years
ago visiting food stalls across the
capital Jakarta on the hunt for dis-
carded instant coffee sachets, dried
noodle packs and shopping bags.
Thanks to a viral social media cam-
paign, the pair now receive reams of
plastic waste packaging from donors
across the country. 

That rubbish flows in daily and is
piled high at the little firm’s Jakarta-
area factory.  “It shows how
Indonesians have a strong awareness
of recycling plastic waste, but they
don’t know where to do it,” 34-year-

old Sabrina said.
Rebricks staff mulch the packaging

into tiny flakes that are then mixed
with cement and sand and molded
into building blocks. They make look
like conventional bricks, but break
one open and it is dotted with flecks
of plastic.

Tons of trash 
The two entrepreneurs say their

method diverts waste that would have
otherwise ended up in a landfill or the
ocean-about four tons so far and
counting. “Every day, we can stop
about 88,000 pieces of plastic
sachets from littering the environ-
ment,” Tan said, adding that the com-
pany has produced more than
100,000 bricks. Some Indonesian
cities have banned single-use plastics,
but waste recycling is still rare.

The problem was underscored in
2018 by the discovery of a dead
sperm whale that washed ashore in a
national park with nearly six kilo-
grams (13 pounds) of plastic waste in
its stomach.  The Rebricks pair spent
two years trying to perfect their
method, and picked up hints from a
building materials business run by

Sabrina’s family. Some Indonesian
entrepreneurs are molding plastic
waste into flower vases, umbrellas or
purses. But the two women decided to
focus on bricks so they could reach
more customers. “If our approach was
to sell expensive decorative goods,
there would only be a few people
buying our products,” Sabrina said.

The two women hope to expand

their company, which employs four
people, and said they were in talks
with a big consumer-goods firm about
a possible collaboration.

Customer Andi Subagio said he
had used the eco-bricks for repaving
a restaurant walkway. “They’re not as
fragile as conventional bricks because
of the plastic inside,” he said. “And it’s
about the same price.” — AFP 

In this file photo illustration taken on May 04, 2021, a phone screen displays a Facebook
logo with the official portrait of former US President Donald Trump on the background in
Arlington, Virginia. —AFP

US hiring drops  
as reopening 
hits turbulence
WASHINGTON: The United States
added 559,000 jobs last month as
hard-hit sectors rehired workers laid
off during the worst days of the pan-
demic, but analysts warned the virus
was continuing to complicate the
economy despite massive government
stimulus. 

The Labor Department data under-
shot analysts’ expectations for a lofty
rebound in hiring enabled by accelerat-
ing COVID-19 vaccination campaigns,
following the surprisingly weak
employment gains in April. Even so, the
jobs gains pushed the unemployment
rate down to 5.8 percent from 6.1 per-
cent in April.

Rubeela Farooqi of High Frequency
Economics said the report indicated
unemployed Americans were staying
away from workplaces as companies
rehired, which she blamed on the per-
sistent aftershocks from business
restrictions meant to stop the virus
from spreading. “Job growth remains
surprisingly sluggish in an economy
that is no longer facing capacity con-

straints,” she said in an analysis, adding,
“Ongoing pandemic-related issues
including childcare and health concerns
are likely a constraint on job growth.” 

That echoes widespread reports
from businesses about the difficulty fill-
ing open positions. President Joe Biden
acknowledged the bumpy recovery but
said his bet on the $1.9 trillion pandem-
ic rescue measure he signed into law in
March was paying off, helping the
economy recover strongly from the
mass layoffs that put tens of millions of
people out of work as the pandemic
began in March 2020.

“This is progress, historic progress”
after “our worst crisis in 100 years,”
Biden said of the data. He said the coun-
try was leading the world in recovering
from the pandemic with two million jobs
created in his first four months in office.
“No other major economy in the world
is going as fast,” he said.

Bars and restaurants rehire 
The US economy still has a long

road to travel before it can return to
the record-low unemployment seen
before the pandemic hit. The May data
showed there are still 7.6 million jobs
yet to be regained from February
2020. “We’re going to hit some bumps
along the way,” Biden said. “You can’t
reboot the world’s largest economy like

flipping on a light switch.”
Still, the report contained important

evidence that people who wanted jobs
were getting them, with 431,000 peo-
ple leaving the ranks of the long-term
unemployed, dropping the total to a
still-high 3.8 million in May. Sectors
that were badly damaged by pandemic
business restrictions made up the bulk
of the employment gains last month,
with the leisure and hospitality sector
adding 292,000 jobs, two-thirds of
which were in businesses like bars and
restaurants.

Accommodations added 35,000
jobs, and amusement, gambling and

recreation businesses added 58,000,
but the leisure and hospitality sector
overall remains short 2.5 million posi-
tions compared to February 2020, the
report said.

Brian Deese, director of the White
House National Economic Council,
noted the jobs report was based on
data for the week of May 12, and since
then vaccinations have increased fur-
ther as business restrictions eased.
“Since that period, an additional 21 mil-
lion adult age Americans have gotten
fully vaccinated, and so we’re making
progress even since this snapshot in
time,” Deese told reporters. — AFP

Indonesian women take on
plastic waste brick by brick

JAKARTA: Rebrick founder Novita Tan sorting packages of plastic waste sent by sup-
porters, used to form bricks that use plastic mixed with cement and sand, at a brick-
making factory in Jakarta. — AFP

A ‘Now Hiring’ sign is posted in front of an ice-cream shop in Los Angeles, California. —AFP


