
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s marine environment
enjoys great official attention, therefore,
laws and executive regulations have
been enacted that prohibit any
encroachment against it. The World
Environment Day, which was marked
yesterday, focuses on taking urgent
measures to revive the damaged ecosys-
tems from forests to coasts, including
Kuwait which gives attention to the envi-
ronment as a whole, especially the
marine environment. 

Deputy Director-General for
Technical Affairs at the Environment
Public Authority (EPA) Dr Abdullah Al-
Zaidan stressed the importance of pre-
serving Kuwait’s environment and raising
community awareness on the necessity
of preserving marine life. Zaidan noted
that the EPA plays a vital role in protect-
ing the marine environment from pollu-
tion and preserving its biodiversity, and
applies the needed laws, in addition to
following up on the implementation of
the national plan for managing the
marine environment.

He pointed out that the authority
guarantees the protection of the marine
biodiversity, as it is prohibited to hunt,
kill, collect, harm and possess wild or
marine species or harm their young. In

the future, fishing licensing requirements
will be changed to achieve the desired
goal of preserving the marine environ-
ment, he added. He also stressed the
keenness to implement international
treaties related to biodiversity protec-
tion, as Kuwait ratified the CBD
Convention for the Conservation of

Biodiversity in August 2002, which guar-
antees the preservation of biological
diversity, whether in the terrestrial or
marine environment.

Meanwhile, the head of the
Environmental Volunteer Foundation’s
Kuwaiti diving team Waleed Al-Fadhel
affirmed the team’s keenness to cooper-

ate with various governmental and volun-
tary agencies to remove damage to the
Kuwaiti marine environment, whether on
the coast or in the sea. Since the team’s
establishment in 1986, the team has car-
ried out several activities and programs
aimed at protecting the marine environ-
ment from pollution, as it is the country’s

main resource, he added. He also noted
that the team recovered 768 boats and
marine vessels weighing 11,000 tons, and
removed harmful waste from coasts, har-
bors and islands, in cooperation with
government agencies, weighing 3,711
tons, in addition to lifting neglected fish-
ing nets weighing 241 tons. — KUNA 
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State departments pay great attention
to Kuwait’s marine environment

KUWAIT: An aerial view of Kuwait’s coastline. —KUNA photos Kuwait diving team members carrying out a cleanup campaign at a local island.

Kuwait diving team members lift neglected fishing nets. Kuwait diving team members help in lifting a sunken ship.

NEW YORK: Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi, Kuwait’s
Permanent Delegate to the UN, speaks before the 32nd
General Assembly on anti-corruption. — KUNA

Kuwait renews
commitment
to UNCAC
NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait renewed
commitment to the UN Convention against
Corruption (UNCAC), said a senior Kuwaiti
diplomat on Friday. Cooperation and joint
action are the best means to counter this dan-
gerous crime that jeopardizes safety of commu-
nities, especially recently on the backdrop of
COVID-19, said Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi, Kuwait’s Permanent Delegate to the UN
before the organization’s 32nd General
Assembly on anti-corruption. Terming UNCAC
a “cornerstone” in the fight against corruption,
yet the phenomenon, according to Otaibi, is still
prevalent and becoming more complex due to
advancing technology, making it a trans-border
crime, branching out to terrorism financing,
money laundering, arms dealing and drug traf-
ficking. Corruption continues to drain countries’
resources, especially developing ones, making it
a major obstacle for those countries to accom-
plish the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, he said. Despite all precautionary
measures, yet, no country is safe from this phe-
nomenon, which causes global economy to lose
$2 trillion on an annual basis, he added. Good
governance, less bureaucracy and improving
performance of the state’s public institutions are
all key elements for fighting corruption; an
endeavor the State of Kuwait been aiming for
and pursuing on a national level through many
laws and legislations that guarantee the rule of
law and reinforce, as well as buoy the level of
integrity, Otaibi carried on saying. He also
referred to ‘Nazaha’; Kuwait’s anti-corruption
body, established in line with articles five and
six of UNCAC. UNCAC is the only legally bind-
ing international anti-corruption multilateral
treaty, as it recognizes the importance of both
preventive and punitive measures, addresses
the cross-border nature of corruption with pro-
visions on international cooperation and on the
return of the proceeds of corruption. — KUNA

Kuwait reports 8
COVID deaths, 2,723
cases in two days
KUWAIT: Kuwait said 1,280 people tested
positive for coronavirus while four related
deaths were reported on Friday, while 1,443
people tested positive for coronavirus and
four  re lated deaths  were reported on
Thursday taking the total up to 314,569 and
1,787, respectively. The health ministry regis-

tered 1,156 recoveries on Friday and 1,087 on
Thursday, raising the total of those to have
overcome the disease to 298,485, ministry
spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad told a
press conference.

The number of people hospitalized with the
virus stood at 14,297 as of Friday, with 151 of
them in intensive care units; up from 14,177
total  pat ients and 146 ICU patients on
Thursday. Some 22,107 swab tests were con-
ducted over the previous 48 hours, Dr Sanad
said Friday, out of a total of 2.65 million. He
went on to urge the public to abide by health
precautions, mainly social distancing, in order
to help limit the spread of the virus. — KUNA Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad

Fire extinguished at Hawally mall

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Force
(KFF) on Thursday managed to
extinguish a fire that broke out at
the front view of a commercial mall
in Hawally Governorate, with no
casualties. Fire engines of Hawally,
Salmiya and Shuhda took part in
controlling the blaze at the mall
located at the end of Tunis Street

overlooking the Third Ring Road,
the KFF public relations and media
department said in a press state-
ment. No casualties were reported,
it added, noting that some parked
vehicles have been damaged by
flames. Investigations are under-
way to reveal the cause of the inci-
dent, it pointed out. — KUNA


