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RIYADH: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s 
envoy, Foreign Minister and State Minister 
for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, delivered a letter 
from His Highness the Amir to Yemen’s 
President Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi in 
Riyadh yesterday. The letter discussed 
brotherly ties that bind the two nations and 
the latest regional and global developments. 

Yemeni Foreign Minister Ahmad Bin 
Mubarak had said earlier yesterday that a 
delegation from the Yemeni government held 
talks with the Saudi side to discuss the 
implementation of the Riyadh Agreement. 
During the talks, both sides focused on secu-
rity and Military issues and guarantees of the 

return of the Yemeni government to Eden. In 
a statement for Eden Satellite Channel, the 
Minister said, “we positively discussed ways 
to create a suitable atmosphere to imple-
ment the Riyadh agreement signed by the 
Yemeni government and the Southern 
Transitional Council in November 2019. 

He pointed that the government was keen 
to boost the trust between all parties involved 
in the process of forming a government, but 
the escalations affected its performance and 
existence in the capital Eden. The govern-
ment was able to work positively during the 
last months despite many commonalities with 
all parties including the transitional Council, 
he explained. The Minister highly evaluated 
“the sincere Saudi efforts to support the 

Yemeni case.” 
Meanwhile, Kuwait Society for Relief 

said on Friday it completed handing out 
6,000 food packs to people in Yemen 
across five governorates as part of a cam-
paign, which has been ongoing for six years 
now. The food will go to displaced families 
and host communities of the impoverished in 
the governorates of Hadhramaut, Shabwah, 
Marib, Taiz and Al-Jawf. This year’s cam-
paign, which began in the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan, aims to distribute 
24,000 food packs to a total 10 gover-
norates, in coordination with four local 
humanitarian relief organizations, the chari-
ty’s Yemen office deputy director Adel 
Baashen said. — AFP
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To high school sen-
iors in Kuwait: 
Congratulations! 

You are about to com-
plete your exams and 
graduate during the most 
challenging time for stu-
dents in many genera-
tions. You should be 
proud of how you perse-
vered through all the 
adversity caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Parents also deserve our 
appreciation for supporting their children’s educa-
tion during this very difficult period. 

As you embark on the next chapter in your life, 

I encourage all students to choose a university in 
the United States. To any parents reading this, 
please think about allowing your daughters and 
sons to study in America.   

Why choose America? The US offers a wide 
array of quality educational institutions situated in 
diverse geographic regions across the country. 
And there’s “the American Dream” that you may 
have heard about through social media, movies, 
music, or Americans you’ve met.   

I recall with fondness my own experiences at the 
University of Chicago. Like so many other universi-
ties in the United States, Chicago has a vibrant aca-
demic and cultural environment with inspiring pro-
fessors and wide array of international students. 
There, my mind was opened to so many ways of 
thinking, of doing - and of dreaming.  

For Kuwaiti students who are aware of those 
benefits but still have doubts, here are three key 
reasons why you should study in the United States: 
Safety, ease of application, and a support network 
that will help you during your time in America and 
throughout your career. 

First, on safety. Currently, over one million inter-
national students are studying at US universities 
and colleges, far more than any other country. 
University and college campuses across the United 

States have well-established measures to look after 
the safety and wellbeing of all students on campus, 
including international students. For female stu-
dents, there are many excellent all-female colleges 
you can consider.   

Second, applying to US universities is much sim-
pler than you might think. You can use one applica-
tion to apply to over 900 US colleges! It’s called 
the Common Application, and at least one college 
in every state accepts it. Visit commonapp.org and 
begin filling out your application today! 

Even the student visa application process is easier 
than you think. Once you have been admitted to a US 
college and receive your enrollment confirmation 
form (I-20), you can schedule a visa interview at 
ustraveldocs.com. Students can get an appointment 
within one week. Kuwaiti student visas are valid for 
five years, and if you need to renew the visa for any 
reason, you can do so without another interview. If 
you have any questions about visas, please email 
KuwaitNIV@state.gov and a visa officer will reply to 
you promptly. 

Third, you will have a support network that will 
help you through the entire process. The US 
Embassy’s Education Adviser can help you pick 
the school that fits your personality, academic 
interests, and favorite location- you can email the 

Adviser at KuwaitCity@EducationUSA.org. The 
National Union of Kuwaiti Students can give you 
advice about where to live and help you get set-
tled in and will continue be a resource throughout 
your entire time as a student.   

Once you arrive on campus, you will have an 
international student adviser who will help you 
select courses and maintain your student status 
under US law. US universities offer special servic-
es for international students. And because the 
United States is home to over 3.5 million Muslims, 
Muslim students can easily find a university with a 
Muslim student community and nearby mosques 
to attend. 

After you graduate, you have the option of 
working on your student visa for 1-3 years at a US 
company to gain practical work experience and 
launch your professional career. The connections 
you will make with talented classmates from 
around the world and US alumni from your univer-
sity will benefit you throughout your life. 

So, as you think about your next educational 
options, please contact the US Embassy’s 
Education Adviser for a free consultation. We can 
help you find the school that fits all your needs! 
Congratulations again to the class of 2021, and I 
wish you all the best of luck. 

US Ambassador Alina 
Romanowski
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world are reeling from the impact of the coron-

avirus outbreak. German Finance Minister Olaf Scholz 
yesterday said the commitment was “very good news 
for justice and fiscal solidarity”. “Enterprises can no 
longer shy away from their fiscal obligations by cun-
ningly transferring their profits to countries with 
opaque tax structures,” he said, calling the move “bad 
news for tax havens”. 

French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire called it a 
“historic step” in the fight against fiscal evasion. “It’s a 
starting point and in the months ahead we will fight for 
this minimum tax to be the highest possible,” Le Maire 
said in a video message on Twitter. Biden had called 
for a unified minimum corporate tax rate of 15 percent 
in negotiations with the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development and G20. 

OECD Secretary-General Mathias Cormann called 
the G7 agreement “a landmark step toward the global 

consensus necessary to reform the international tax 
system”. British charity Oxfam said the agreed mini-
mum rate was not high enough. “It’s about time that 
some of the world’s most powerful economies force 
multinational corporations, including tech and pharma 
giants, to pay their fair share of tax,” said Gabriela 
Bucher, executive director of Oxfam International.  

“However, fixing a global minimum corporate tax 
rate of just 15 percent is far too low. It will do little to 
end the damaging race to the bottom on corporate tax 
and curtail the widespread use of tax havens.”  Ireland, 
which has expressed “significant reservations” about 
Biden’s plan, has at 12.5 percent one of the lowest cor-
porate tax rates in the world, prompting tech giants 
such as Facebook and Google to make the eurozone 
country their European base. 

Yellen, holding a press conference following the G7 
meet, identified Ireland and China as having concerns 
regarding a global minimum rate. “The post-pandemic 
world must be fairer in particular with regard to inter-
national taxation,” she added. Proponents argue that a 
minimum tax is necessary to stem competition 
between countries over who can offer multinationals 
the lowest rate. They say that a “race to the bottom” 
saps precious revenues that could go to government 
priorities like hospitals and schools.  —  AFP  

G7 strikes ‘historic’ 
agreement over...

RIYADH: Yemen’s President Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi reads a letter from His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, delivered by 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah. — KUNA
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The girls have been playing for one and two years 

respectively, but said they were “happy and grate-
ful” to find out from their parents about the free 
headscarves. Pihlaja said that cultural issues and 
cost - rather than the headscarves themselves - 
were often the main obstacles to girls and women 
from immigrant communities taking up the sport. But 
offering the hijabs has “a symbolic importance” to 
making the sport more accessible, she said. 

Although the response has mainly been “really 
positive”, the scheme has also received criticism 
“from people saying it demeans women or is bringing 
religion to the game”. A 2018 Pew Research Centre 
comparison found that Finland housed the strongest 
anti-Muslim attitudes out of 15 countries, while the 
far-right Finns Party is predicted to make record 
gains in the country’s local elections later this month.  

“We support every woman’s right to choose 
themselves whether they use a scarf or not,” Pihlaja 

said in response to the criticism. “Where they want 
to use it, we want to show that they are welcome 
and that the headscarf isn’t an obstacle.” 

Yet although the FA’s announcement prompted a 
flurry of negative comments on social media, the hijab 
scheme has not become a major talking point in the 
country of 5.5 million people, one of Europe’s most 
homogenous nations, according to official statistics. 

Finland’s widespread anti-immigrant sentiment is 
currently less apparent in the footballing arena, 
where the men’s national team - which comprises a 
number of foreign-background players - enjoys 
near-universal support. This month, Finland will 
make its debut appearance at the European 
Championships, while the country’s women’s team 
has also for the first time made the Euro 2021. 

In another move to boost equality, Finland’s FA in 
2019 removed the word ‘women’ from the title of its 
top female competitive division, renaming it the 
“National League”. It also announced equal pay and 
bonuses for male and female players in the national 
team. Wearing her VJS kit, the same color red as that 
of her beloved Liverpool, Kamila Nuh said she 
“loves” football and “I’m not planning on stopping 
any time soon.” There still aren’t that many female 
players in Finland, she admits, “but I want to be one 
of them.” — AFP  

Finland FA  
offers hijabs...

There are many  
reasons to study in  
the United States

SANAA: Omani officials, accompanied by senior 
Houthi figures, arrived yesterday in Sanaa to try to 
convince the rebels who control the capital to 
accept a ceasefire, Houthi sources said. Yemen has 
been devastated by civil war between the govern-
ment - supported by a Saudi-led military coalition - 
and Iran-backed Houthi rebels since 2014, pushing 
the country to the brink of famine. 

Diplomatic efforts to end the conflict have inten-
sified in recent weeks. “An Omani delegation arrived 
(in Sanaa), accompanied by Houthi spokesman 
Mohammed Abdul Salam and other (Houthi) offi-
cials,” a rebel source told AFP on condition of 
anonymity. The Saudi-led coalition controls Yemen’s 
airspace and since 2016 had prevented Abdul Salam 
and other rebel figures from returning to Sanaa. 

The delegation’s arrival, which would have 
required approval from Riyadh, demonstrates 
something of a step forward in negotiations. The 
Houthis have repeatedly demanded the re-opening 
of Sanaa airport before any ceasefire agreement. 
The source said the delegation was to meet with 
Houthi leader Abdulmalik Al-Houthi and update him 
on talks held in Muscat. 

The aim of the Omani mediators seems to be “to 
convince the Houthis to accept a ceasefire and take 
part in peace negotiations”, the source added. 
Abdul Salam, in remarks carried by Houthi-run Al-
Masirah television, said: “We are working to 
advance arrangements on the humanitarian question 
as well as the peace process.” The visit aims to 
“complement efforts” made in Oman, he added. 

The sultanate of Oman, which borders both 
Yemen and Saudi Arabia, is a close US ally but at 
the same time has good relations with Iran. It has 
regularly played the role of mediator in regional 
conflicts. Muscat has hosted UN special envoy for 
Yemen Martin Griffiths and US envoy Tim 
Lenderking in recent weeks, while Iran’s Foreign 

Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif met with Abdul 
Salam in Oman in late April. 

On Monday Griffiths urged rival Yemeni forces to 
“bridge the gap” to reach a ceasefire, following 
talks in Sanaa with Houthi officials. “There’s an 
extraordinary amount of diplomatic consensus... 
there is a real diplomatic energy now, which hasn’t 
always been the case,” Griffiths said. 

The effort to secure peace in Yemen comes after 
regional rivals Saudi Arabia and Iran restarted talks 
in April, holding their first high-level meeting since 
Riyadh cut diplomatic ties with Tehran in 2016. The 
UN says Yemen is suffering the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis as its years-long war rumbles 
on, with tens of thousands killed, millions displaced 
and two-thirds of its 30-million population depend-
ent on aid.   

Meanwhile, the United Nations Security Council 
called on Houthi rebels to allow inspectors to visit a 
long-abandoned fuel tanker off Yemen “without fur-
ther delay” Thursday. The 15-member council held a 
special meeting on FSO Safer at the request of 
Britain after the rebels said an agreement to allow 
the UN mission had “reached a dead end.” 

The 45-year-old fuel vessel FSO Safer has 1.1 
million barrels of crude on board and has been 
abandoned near Yemen’s western port of Hodeida 
since 2015. The UN says it threatens a catastrophic 
oil spill that would destroy Red Sea ecosystems, 
shut down the fishing industry and close Yemen’s 
lifeline Hodeida port for six months. 

Members urged the Houthis to “facil itate 
unconditional and safe access for UN experts to 
conduct a comprehensive and impartial assess-
ment and initial repair mission without further 
delay,” a statement said. UN inspectors were ini-
tially meant to assess the tanker last year but the 
mission has been repeatedly delayed over dis-
agreements with the rebels. 

The Houthis insist that the UN team conducts 
maintenance work but the world body says it must 
be allowed to assess the site first before carrying 
out any works. On Tuesday, the Hothi rebels said 
negotiations with the UN had reached an impasse 
after several days of talks. The UN’s Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs told the coun-
cil meeting that the UN team “remains ready to 
deploy.”  — AFP 

ISTANBUL: This aerial photograph taken on Friday shows mucilage in the Marmara Sea at a harbor on the 
shoreline. — AFP 
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All the sea snails here are dead.” Istanbul University 

biology professor Muharrem Balci said when the algae 
grow out of control in springtime, as they have done 
this year, they block out the sun and cause oxygen 
depletion for fish and marine life. 

The “sea snot” results from a sort of nutrient over-
load for the algae, which feast on warm weather and 
water pollution that has grown progressively worse in 
the past 40 years, Balci said. “This mucilage is now 
covering the sea surface like a tent canvas,” Balci told 
AFP. “After a while, this cover collapses to the bottom 
and covers the (sea floor’s) ecosystem.” This could 
poison the sea’s mussels and creatures such as crabs. 
“It will smell like a rotten egg unless this process is 
halted,” he said.  

Cevahir Efe Akcelik, an environment engineer and 
secretary general of the Union of Chambers of Turkish 
Engineers and Architects, said the foam could cover 
the sea all summer unless urgent measures are taken. 
“Studies show the mucilage is not only on the surface 
now but also goes 25 to 30 meters deep,” he told AFP. 

The Sea of Marmara, which stretches along 
Istanbul’s southern coast from the Bosphorus to the 
Aegean Sea, is densely populated and home to numer-
ous industrial sites. Balci said it also absorbs some of 
the waste that flows into the neighboring Black Sea 
from the polluted Danube River that cuts across east-
ern Europe. “This is an extra burden for the Sea of 
Marmara,” said Balci, calling for a collective action 
plan for all of the sea’s coastal cities. 

Workers are trying to remove the sludge with nets, 
but their efforts have so far proven largely ineffective. 
Balci said a lasting solution requires proper marine 
supervision, as well as biological and chemical disposal 
systems for the sea’s cities and industrial zones. 

Ali Oztunc, a lawmaker for the main opposition CHP 
party, urged the government to impose tough penalties 
on waste disposal facilities that fail to follow the rules. 
“The Sea of Marmara is an inland sea but, unfortunately, 
it is becoming an inland desert because of the wrong 
environmental policies,” he told AFP. 

On Tuesday, President Recept Tayyip Erdogan’s rul-
ing coalition shot down a CHP proposal to set up a par-
liamentary committee to investigate the “sea snot”. 
Oztunc also called on Erdogan’s government to finally 
approve the 2015 Paris Agreement, which aims to limit 
temperature rises by cutting carbon emissions. “The 
government should approve the Paris Agreement with-
out delay,” Oztunc said. — AFP

‘Sea snot’ on  
Turkey’s shores...

Omani mediators  
in Sanaa as truce 
talks intensify


