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NICE: Karim Benzema said he was happy with his perform-
ance despite a missed penalty as he made his first France
appearance in almost six years in Wednesday’s 3-0 Euro
2020 friendly win over Wales in Nice. Benzema had been
left out of Didier Deschamps’ squad since Oct 2015 due to
his alleged role in a blackmail plot.

Kylian Mbappe, Antoine Griezmann and Ousmane Dem-
bele were on the scoresheet for the World Cup winners
against the Euro 2016 semifinalists, who had Neco
Williams sent off for handling the ball in his area. “I felt
good throughout the match. It’s a good omen for what’s to
come. The key is to create chances, win and do better the
next time to score more goals,” Benzema told television
channel TF1.

“I felt a lot of pride and joy in wearing the shirt again. I
wanted to play and to show what I can do tonight on the
field,” he added. Deschamps handed goalkeeper Hugo
Lloris his 100th start as captain but midfielder N’Golo
Kante was rested after winning the Champions League with
Chelsea on Saturday. Deschamps’ counterpart Robert Page,
standing in for regular boss Ryan Giggs as the former Man-
chester United winger faces charges of assault, kept Juven-

tus midfielder Aaron Ramsey on the bench having last
played in Serie A in April.

Benzema, who had scored twice against Armenia at the
Allianz Riviera on his last international appearance, forced
a save from Danny Ward after four minutes. His 82nd cap
took a turn for the worse after 22 minutes despite his shot
that resulted in Liverpool defender Williams’ red card and
a penalty. The Real Madrid forward stepped up but Ward
saved the spot-kick superbly low to his right.

Les Bleus stepped up the pressure with an extra man and
broke the deadlock 10 minutes before the break. Adrien Ra-
biot’s shot from outside the box was pushed away by Ward
but Mbappe poked home the volley for the opener. Griez-
mann doubled the lead three minutes into the second half
with a curled effort past a fully-stretched Ward.

Dembele claimed his side’s third goal - and just his
fourth for his country - with 11 minutes left after Ben-
zema’s shot fired back off the post. France face Bulgaria
on Tuesday before opening their Euro 2020 campaign by
playing Germany in Munich on June 15. Wales host Albania
tomorrow before heading to Baku to play Switzerland on
June 12. — AFP 

‘Good omen’ for Benzema despite 
penalty miss on France return

Hummels, Mueller 
end Germany exile 
in Denmark draw 
INNSBRUCK, Austria: Mats Hummels and Thomas Mueller
made their return to international football after a two-year
exile on Wednesday as Germany were held to a 1-1 draw
by Denmark in a friendly ahead of Euro 2020. Borussia
Moenchengladbach midfielder Florian Neuhaus gave the
Germans a second-half lead in Innsbruck. 

RB Leipzig forward Yussuf Poulsen equalized for Den-
mark after a superb pass from Inter Milan playmaker
Christian Eriksen. Hummels’ return helped tighten the Ger-
man defense which had leaked 18 goals in their previous 11
internationals, but the Dortmund defender was unable to
stop Poulsen equalizing.

“It was a mixed team performance,” said head coach
Joachim Loew. “We defended well, better than in previous
matches, but we made life difficult for ourselves. “It was
a little bit of carelessness that led to Denmark’s goal.” In
the build-up, Danish coach Kasper Hjulmand claimed
Germany have the “potential” to win this year’s European
Championship.

However this was a solid, rather than spectacular dis-
play by the Germans, who play world champions France in
Munich on June 15, then face holders Portugal four days
later in Group F. The Germans were without a quartet of
Premier League stars. Chelsea’s Kai Havertz, Timo Werner
and Antonio Ruediger, as well as Manchester City mid-
fielder Ilkay Gundogan, were rested after Saturday’s
Champions League final. Germany had the best chance of
a goalless first half when Bayern Munich winger Serge
Gnabry hit the crossbar with a long-range shot a minute
before the interval.—AFP

Alexander-Arnold 
injured as England 
beat Austria 
MIDDLESBROUGH: Trent Alexander-Arnold could miss Euro
2020 after the England defender suffered a thigh injury in Wednes-
day’s 1-0 friendly win against Austria. Liverpool right-back Alexan-
der-Arnold limped off late in the second half after injuring himself
while clearing the ball. The 22-year-old looked emotional as he
needed assistance to hobble around the Riverside Stadium pitch.

Southgate admitted he was concerned over Alexander-Arnold’s
chances of making the tournament as he awaited tests over the next
24 hours. “We’re going to have a look. Clearly it’s not a good sign
to see him come off in the way he did,” Southgate said. “We’ll have
to assess him. I think it’s a thigh but the medical team are assessing
him. “It’s not a good sign to see him have to walk off as he did. We’ll
know more in 24 to 48 hours. We don’t know the full extent. The
last thing you want is to see him come off in the way he did.”

Alexander-Arnold, who finished the season in fine form, is one
of four right-backs in the England squad after being selected de-
spite reports he would be left out. Kieran Trippier, another of the
right-backs, was used at left-back against Austria, while Reece
James and Kyle Walker would also be in contention to start if
Alexander-Arnold is ruled out.

Unable to call on players from Chelsea, Manchester City and

Manchester United following their European finals, Southgate sent
out an experimental team. It was Bukayo Saka who staked a claim
for a place in the starting line-up for their tournament opener
against Croatia at Wembley on June 13. The 19-year-old Arsenal
winger was a lively presence on the left flank and capped his eye-
catching display with a composed second half finish for his first
England goal. “It’s an amazing feeling for me, probably the biggest
moment of my career,” Saka said.—AFP

NICE: France’s forward Karim Benzema misses to score on a penalty kick dur-
ing the friendly football match between France and Wales at the Allianz Riviera
Stadium on Wednesday. —AFP

MIDDLESBROUGH: Austria’s striker Marcel Sabitzer (left) vies with England’s de-
fender Trent Alexander-Arnold during the international friendly football match be-
tween England and Austria at the Riverside Stadium on Wednesday. —AFP

Depay rescues 
Netherlands against 
depleted Scotland 
FARO, Portugal: Memphis Depay scored twice to salvage a 2-2
draw for the Netherlands in a pre-Euro 2020 friendly on Wednes-
day against a Scotland side missing seven players following mid-

fielder John Fleck’s positive COVID-19 test. Celtic center-back
Jack Hendry drilled in from 20 yards to give Scotland an early lead
in Faro with his first international goal, but Depay soon equalized
with a crisp volley.

Kevin Nisbet put the Scots back ahead after coming on as a
substitute on the hour, also netting his first Scotland goal in just
his second appearance. David Turnbull curled just over and Craig
Gordon made a fine save from Patrick van Aanholt’s deflected
strike. However, the Scotland goalkeeper was rooted to the spot
as Depay bent an 89th-minute free-kick around the wall to snatch
an equalizer for the Dutch.—AFP


