
The wedding dress of Diana, Princess of Wales is seen on display at an exhibition entitled ‘Royal Style
in the Making’ at Kensington Palace in London. — AFP 

The AMC movie theater chain logo on the side of
one of its theaters in Largo, Maryland. — AFP 
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Diana’s iconic
wedding dress
is star of royal
fashion exhibit
Princess Diana’s wedding dress for her

1981 marriage to Prince Charles was
one of the best-kept secrets in fashion

history. The gown sparked such intense
interest that young designers David and
Elizabeth Emanuel locked the ivory silk
dress, which had a 25-foot (7.6-metre) long
train, in a safe at night. Plucked from obscu-
rity for the commission of a lifetime, the pair
even took to putting dummy bits of fabric in
the studio’s bins to throw anyone rummag-
ing through them off the scent, according to
an exhibition of royal fashion, including
Diana’s iconic dress, that opened yesterday.
The exhibition-Royal Style in the Making-at
the Orangery at Kensington Palace, Diana’s
home until her death in a car crash in Paris
in 1997, focuses on the work of designers
who dressed not just Diana but also Queen
Elizabeth II, Princess Margaret and the
Queen Mother.

Trimmed with vintage lace, pearls and
thousands of sequins, the train of Diana’s
dress was the longest ever for a British royal
bride and memorably appeared crumpled as
she emerged from her carriage at St Paul’s
Cathedral. Luckily, the designers were on
hand to smooth it out. “I think it goes to
show that you can plan for everything, but
on the day there’ll always be something,”
the exhibition’s curator Matthew Storey told
reporters ahead of the opening. “It’s a very
big dress. It was a very small carriage,” he
said.

Growing sense of style 
In a video at the exhibition, Elizabeth

Emanuel recalled Diana phoning to ask her
and David to make the dress. “It was one of
those strange moments where you know
your life is never going to be the same
again,” she said. The exhibition, which runs
until January 2, chronicles some of the hard
toil behind the dress, featuring photographs
of the seamstresses as well as the keys for
the safe where it was safely deposited night-
ly. The exhibition also highlights Diana’s
growing sense of personal style and evolu-
tion from girlish fri l ls to sleeker, more
impactful outfits. 

With her wedding dress “she kind of left it
to us really”, Emanuel said. But another
designer she had a close relationship with,
David Sassoon, lent the organizers archive
documents that show her getting more
involved. She scribbled a comment on one
drawing: “This in dark blue please” and in a
handwritten letter asked for a dress pattern
to be altered. In another video, Sassoon
recounted that Diana was “very shy” when
they first met, but later became “very hands-
on in selecting exactly what she wanted”.
She “understood what the public wanted
from the clothes she wore”, he said, noting
she “loved to break the rules”, often not
wearing gloves or a hat, as royal protocol
required.

Her sons Princes William and Harry
loaned both Diana’s wedding and going-
away dresses to the exhibition. The creators
said they did not know whether the pair
would attend. Diana would have turned 60
on July 1 and Harry and William are expect-
ed to unveil a long-awaited statue of her in a
garden at Kensington Palace. The exhibition
comes as the princes have recently spoken
more about their mother’s pain at the end of
her marriage and their sense of her legacy.
The popular drama series “The Crown” has
also recreated some of her most famous
outfits. “I think her style is being celebrated
again,” Storey, the curator, told AFP. —AFP

Once, Abraham Barberi was known as
the “pastor of rappers,” host of
Christian hip hop concerts targeting

young drug dealers in Mexico in hopes of put-
ting them on a different path.   Now, he is
making headlines by caring for a new flock:
more than 200 people from Central and South
America who dream of crossing the Rio
Grande and migrating to the United States.
The Baptist pastor of Matamoros-a Mexican
city separated from the United States only by
the river-still leads his “hip-hop church,” but
has transformed his Bautista Sola Scriptura
Bible Institute into a temporary bare-bones
safe haven for those on the long hard road to
a better life. The change at the building with its
yellow facade came in February, after authori-
ties closed a refugee camp in the city when its
occupants were allowed to cross the border
as their asylum applications were processed. 

With the formalities taking time to complete,
authorities asked Barberi to house the last 56
occupants of the camp. The pastor was himself
once an illegal migrant, involved in drug traffick-
ing and crime, and had spent time in prison.
Now, with his Bible study center empty due to
COVID-19, he found he could not say no. “We
were supposed to be open for two weeks only.
And in those two weeks, all of them, most of
them went across the border,” he told AFP. “But
meantime new arrivals came to Matamoros,
they heard about our shelter.  “You know, peo-
ple come to our doors, moms with little kids,
and what do we do? We can’t say ‘no, we don’t
take you.’ We have to take them, right? So
now, we have over 200 people.”

At the institute, the migrants wait in the
burning heat of late May for the United States
to review or reconsider their asylum requests,
and try to forget their plight-and their bore-
dom. Some look at their phones. Others
admire the energy of their children as they
play, savoring the moment. It’s been months
since Barberi accepted the first refugees, and
the Bible Institute still receives new requests
for shelter every day. —AFP

Movie chain AMC will offer free popcorn
to a brigade of retail investors who
have lifted its stock during the so-

called “Reddit rebellion,” the company
announced Wednesday. Citing its hope to be
in “direct communication with its extraordinary
base of enthusiastic and passionate individual
shareholders,” the company said it was estab-
lishing the “AMC Investor Connect” program
for its more than three million shareholders.
AMC shareholders who sign up “will be
awarded with an initial free large popcorn
usable this summer when attending a movie
at an AMC theatre in the United States,” the
company said.

AMC Entertainment has been a prominent
example of the surprising 2021 investment
trend that has seen select equities soar follow-
ing a campaign orchestrated by retail
investors on Reddit. The movement, which
has been called an example of “irrational exu-
berance” by some observers, has also boost-
ed videogame retailer GameStop. Besides
popcorn, other benefits through the program
include promotions on discounted items, invi-
tations to special screenings and communica-
tions from Chief Executive Adam Aron.

The initiative comes as movie theaters
seek to lure back customers after a devastat-
ing 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The
hope is that coronavirus vaccines will revive
interest in movies. “Many of our investors
have demonstrated support and confidence in
AMC,” Aron said in a press release. “We
intend to communicate often with these
investors, and from time to time provide them
with special benefits at our theatres.  —AFP

Pastor Abraham Barberi poses for a portrait
inside his church in Matamoros, Mexico.


