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Members of the Indonesian heavy metal band Voice of Baceprot (VOB), guitarist and vocalist
Firda Marsya Kurnia (left), drummer Euis Siti Aisah (center) and bassist Widi Rahmawati (right)
perform during a practice session in Jakarta. Don’t try this at home: footage of a

California teenager who shoved a
large bear off her garden wall to

protect her dogs has gone viral. Hailey
Morinico said she was lucky to escape
in one piece from the encounter with a
black bear in Bradbury, northeast of Los
Angeles, which was captured on home
video surveillance. The footage has fea-
tured on US television networks and
received almost 10 million “likes” on
TikTok social media platform.

Morinico and her mother were gar-
dening when the bear and her two cubs
appeared on a low wall, immediately
catching the attention of the family’s
dogs, who rushed at the animal barking.
As two bear cubs retreated, the mother
bear kept the dogs at bay by swiping
with her giant claws, even briefly lifting
up one of the smaller canines. When
she spotted the altercation, Morinico ran
“to see what they’re barking at and it’s
not a dog-it’s a bear,” she told local tele-
vision station KTLA. “The first thing I
think to do is push the bear. And some-
how it worked,” said the 17-year-old.

Off-balance, the bear fell off the low
wall before retreating with her cubs.
Morinico’s panicked parents can be
heard shouting in the background of the
video, with her mother Citlally writing on
Facebook that it was “one of the scari-
est moments in life.” A wildlife expert
estimated that the black bear weighed
about 150 pounds (nearly 70 kilos) and
the cubs were only a few months old.

Although black bear sightings are
common across parts of California,
attacks are rare and typically are defen-
sive in nature, according to the state’s
wildlife department. Morinico walked
away from the encounter with only a
sprained finger, but on reflection told
viewers that she would not recommend
they follow her example. “Do not push
bears,” Morinico said. “Don’t do what I
did, you might not have the same out-
come.”— AFP 

France’s David Diop
wins International
Booker with 
WWI novel

French novelist David Diop on Wednesday
won the prestigious International Booker
Prize for books translated into English

with his World War I-set novel, “At Night All
Blood is Black”. The Paris-born writer became
the first French winner of the prize, awarded
for a book translated into English and pub-
lished in the UK or Ireland, in a ceremony
broadcast online from Coventry Cathedral in
central England. Lucy Hughes-Hallett, chair of
the judges, said “this story of warfare and love
and madness has a terrifying power”.

“We judges agreed that its incantatory
prose and dark, brilliant vision had jangled our
emotions and blown our minds,” she said,
adding “it had cast a spell on us”. “I’m extreme-
ly happy to have won this prize,” Diop told AFP
in an interview in his native French. “It’s very
interesting and gratifying for me. This really
shows that literature has no borders.” The
book’s translator Anna Moschovakis won half
the £50,000 ($70,850) prize, which recognizes
the major role of translators.

“It’s taken me by surprise,” she told AFP.
“I’m so thrilled about how this will even further
increase the number of people who encounter
this book, which I feel so fortunate to have
been able to translate.” “A translation is neither
one nor two people’s work, but sort of a collab-
oration between an author, a translator and the
book, which I think is always very exciting,”
she said. Diop’s novel tells the story of two
Senegalese soldiers fighting for France in the
trenches of World War I. When one,
Mademba, is killed, the other, Alfa, descends
into ever greater violence and madness. Diop,
who was brought up in Senegal, was inspired
by the fact that his Senegalese great-grandfa-
ther fought in the war but never spoke about
his experiences. The book was first published
in 2018 with the French title “Frere d’ame” (lit-
erally soul brother), a play on words, as it
sounds like “Frere d’armes” or brother-in-
arms.—AFP

This file photo taken in Paris shows French writer
David Diop posing during a photo session. — AFP 

‘Tough ladies’ 
The move to the big city comes after their

popular 2018 single “School Revolution”,
which took aim at Indonesia’s strict education
system. Much of their songwriting these days
now focuses on the role of women and envi-
ronmental issues. VOB’s critiques of conser-
vative social values resonate across borders
and could win them a bigger international
audience, said music expert Yuka Dian
Narendra. “The band are a reflection of main-
stream Muslim girls in Indonesia,” he added.
VOB first attracted international attention
when online videos of them pumping out song
covers caught the eyes of Nirvana bassist
Krist Novoselic, Flea from Red Hot Chili
Peppers and Rage Against the Machine gui-
tarist Tom Morello.

“We never expected” that kind of attention,
said Kurnia. “It felt like a dream.” The band
has played several online concerts since the
pandemic shut down most cross-border trav-
el, including the WOW UK Festival in England
and the Global Just Recovery Gathering.
They hope their hard-driving tunes will land
them a spot at top-tier US music festival
Coachella one day, and the chance to collab-
orate with idols System of a Down. In the
meantime, VOB say they’ll keep drawing
inspiration from the women in their home-
town, where many do back-breaking farm
work. “The women there are treated like sec-
ond-class citizens,” said drummer Euis Siti
Aisah. “But there are lot of tough ladies in our
village.”— AFP

Members of the Indonesian heavy metal band Voice of Baceprot (VOB), bassist Widi Rahmawati
(left), drummer Euis Siti Aisah (center) and guitarist and vocalist Firda Marsya Kurnia (right)
pose during an interview in Jakarta.


