
MANAGUA: Nicaraguan police on Wednesday placed opposi-
tion figure Cristiana Chamorro-a possible challenger to President
Daniel Ortega in November elections-under house arrest, her
family said, after government claims that she was guilty of money
laundering.

Chamorro, a 67-year-old journalist, is regarded as a serious
challenger to Ortega, though he has not confirmed he will seek a
fourth term. Her mother, Violeta Barrios de Chamorro, defeated
Ortega for the presidency in 1990 to become the first elected fe-
male head of state in the Americas.

Earlier, police had raided Chamorro’s home in the capital Man-
agua. After being on site for more than five hours, they placed her
“under house arrest, in isolation,” her brother Carlos Fernando
Chamorro said on Twitter. “Police are still in her home,” he added.

A Managua court said earlier it had ordered her detention on
accusations of “abusive management, ideological falsehood” and
“the laundering of money, property and assets, to the detriment
of the Nicaraguan State and society.” Press reports said police
forcefully kept friends and family of Chamorro, as well as journal-
ists, away from the scene. On Tuesday, prosecutors had accused
Chamorro of an array of crimes, and asked for her to be barred
from public duties given that she is facing criminal proceedings.
Legal experts have denounced an “illegal” procedure, given that
the electoral council has made no ruling on her eligibility.

‘Farce’ 
The accusations arise from Chamorro’s role as the head of a

foundation for press freedom, with prosecutors claiming account-

ing “inconsistencies.” Chamorro quit the foundation in February,
refusing to comply with a new law obliging any person receiving
money from abroad to declare themselves to the government as
a “foreign agent.”

The prosecution opened an investigation against her on May
20 at the request of the government. She has rejected the accu-
sations against her as a “farce” meant to prevent her from running
in the November poll, which Ortega is widely expected to contest.
Chamorro, who does not belong to a political party, on Tuesday
announced she would seek a nomination from the opposition.

Shortly before police entered Chamorro’s home Wednesday,
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken denounced the Ortega gov-
ernment’s moves against Chamorro, and said the Central American
country deserved “real democracy.”

“Arbitrarily banning opposition leader @chamorrocris reflects
Ortega’s fear of free and fair elections. Nicaraguans deserve real
democracy,” tweeted Blinken, on a visit to Latin America. The Or-
ganization of American States, for its part, warned Nicaragua was
“heading for the worst possible elections.” It added in a statement:
“This process of systematic and repeated violations of the rule of
law and of fundamental freedoms delegitimizes the electoral
process even before it takes place.” The Nicaraguan Center for
Human Rights denounced a “violation of human rights.”

‘Witch hunt’ 
Opposition parties in a joint statement accused Ortega of “un-

leashing a witch hunt” against candidates because he “fears going
to a free, transparent and observed” election. Last month,

Nicaragua’s legislature appointed a majority of governing party-
aligned magistrates to the election body that will oversee the No-
vember elections.

It has since disqualified two parties. In December the legisla-
ture approved a law critics say is aimed at preventing opposition
politicians from standing in the election. Sponsored by Ortega, it
bars “those who ask for, celebrate and applaud the imposition of
sanctions against the Nicaraguan state.” — AFP
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MANAGUA: Cristiana Chamorro, former director of the Violeta Barrios de
Chamorro Foundation and pre-presidential candidate, gives a press confer-
ence after the detention of two of her former employees. — AFP

Prosecutors seek 
30-year sentence in 
Floyd murder case
WASHINGTON: Prosecutors on Wednesday asked a US judge
to sentence the white former police officer convicted of murdering
George Floyd, an unarmed Black man whose death last year
sparked nationwide protests, to 30 years in prison. Attorneys for
the Minneapolis officer, Derek Chauvin, countered with a far dif-
ferent request-a sentence of time served and probation, claiming
that their client was guilty of “an error made in good faith.”

In court documents sent ahead of the June 25 sentencing hear-
ing, prosecutors in Minnesota called actions by the 45-year-old
Chauvin an “egregious abuse” of his position. “Defendant’s con-
duct was also particularly cruel,” prosecutors said. They recalled
that Judge Peter Cahill had ruled there were four aggravating fac-
tors in the case, allowing him to depart from state sentencing
guidelines and clearing the path for a tough sentence.

Chauvin was captured on video kneeling on the neck of the
46-year-old Floyd-suspected of using a counterfeit bill-for more
than nine minutes until he passed out and died on May 25, 2020,
while ignoring the victim’s pleas for air and help. The video of
Floyd’s death, which went viral, sparked huge protests across
the United States and around the world against racism and po-
lice violence. 

After a trial lasting several weeks, Chauvin was convicted of
murder on April 20 and immediately jailed.  The most serious
charge that he was convicted of-second-degree murder-carries
a maximum sentence of 40 years in prison. As a first-time of-
fender, Chauvin had potentially faced 12 and a half years in prison

on that count under the guidelines, but the aggravating factors
mean Cahill can opt for a longer jail term.

Lawyers for Chauvin said he was seeking “a probationary sen-
tence with an incarceration period of time served.” As an alter-
native, Chauvin “respectfully requests that the court grant him a
downward durational departure,” or a sentence lower than what
the guidelines suggest, his lawyer Eric Nelson wrote.

Aside from the “long-term damage a prison sentence would
inflict upon Mr Chauvin’s life prospects, given his age, convictions
for officer-involved offenses significantly increase the likelihood
of him becoming a target in prison,” Nelson wrote. Chauvin “was
unaware that he was even committing a crime,” he wrote, adding:
“In fact, in his mind, he was simply performing his lawful duty in
assisting other officers in the arrest of George Floyd.” — AFP

NEW YORK: A Black Lives Matter (BLM) protesters holds a placard and shouts
slogans during a march on the anniversary of the death of George Floyd, in
Brooklyn, New York. — AFP

6.1-magnitude 
earthquake strikes
eastern Indonesia
JAKARTA: A 6.1-magnitude earthquake struck off the
coast of Indonesia’s remote Maluku islands yesterday, the
United States Geological Survey said, but no tsunami warn-
ing was issued.  The strong quake hit at a relatively shallow
depth of 31 kilometres (20 miles), about 127 kilometres
southwest of the city of Ternate.  Shallower quakes tend to
cause more damage, but there were no immediate reports
of casualties. “It was a decent shake, but people weren’t
panicking,” said Ternate resident Nasarudin Amin. “There
are warnings about potential aftershocks.” Indonesia expe-
riences frequent quakes due to its position on the Pacific
“Ring of Fire”, an arc of intense seismic activity where tec-
tonic plates collide that stretches from Japan through
Southeast Asia and across the Pacific basin. 

In January, more than 100 people were killed and thou-
sands left homeless by the 6.2-magnitude quake that struck
Indonesia’s Sulawesi island, reducing buildings to a tangled
mass of twisted metal and chunks of concrete in the seaside
city of Mamuju. A powerful quake shook the island of Lom-
bok in 2018 and several more tremors followed over the next
couple of weeks, killing more than 550 people on the holiday
island and neighbouring Sumbawa. Later that year, a 7.5-mag-
nitude quake and a subsequent tsunami in Palu on Sulawesi is-
land left more than 4,300 people dead or missing. — AFP


