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BAGHDAD: Amnesty International yesterday
urged Iraq to reveal the whereabouts of 643
Sunni Muslim boys and men abducted five years
ago by Shiite paramilitaries fighting the Islamic
State group. The men and teenagers disap-
peared during an operation by the Hashed Al-
Shaabi in June 2016 to retake Fallujah in the
western desert from the IS, which then held the
country’s Sunni provinces.

The Hashed have since been integrated into
Iraq’s state security forces. Witnesses cited by
Amnesty International said that on June 3 gun-
men wearing Hashed uniforms “took an esti-
mated 1,300 men and boys considered to be of
fighting age away from their families”. 

“At sunset, at least 643 men and boys were
boarded onto buses and a large truck. Their fate
remains unknown” while the rest alleged they
were tortured, the human rights watchdog said
in a statement.

On June 5, Iraq’s then prime minister Haider
Al-Abadi established a committee to investigate
disappearances and abuses during military op-
erations to retake Fallujah. “The committee’s
findings have never been made public,” Amnesty
said. “For five years, the families of these men
and boys have been living in anguish, not know-
ing the fate of their loved ones, or whether they
are even alive,” said the London-based rights
watchdog.

“The families deserve to know what hap-
pened to their loved ones. They deserve an end
to their suffering.” The Hashed denies having

abducted or arbitrarily arrested people, but its
commanders often claim to have jails packed
with jihadists, without proving the prisoners re-
ally belong to IS.

Sunnis regularly claim to be discriminated
against in post-IS Iraq, where thousands of
them have been arrested and often sentenced to
prison or death for belonging to IS, rightly or
wrongly. Today, the Iraqi government is under
fire for closing camps for those displaced in the
fight against the Islamic State group. “The gov-
ernment has closed 16 camps over the last seven
months, leaving at least 34,801 displaced people
without assurances that they can return home
safely, get other safe shelter, or have access to
affordable services,” Human Rights Watch said.

The displaced forced to leave their tent cities
have often had their homes destroyed or are
considered “terrorists” by the authorities and
their communities, accusations “without any ev-
idence”, HRW said in a statement.

Generational catastrophe
The coronavirus pandemic has severely af-

fected children’s rights worldwide, with young
people risking a “generational catastrophe” if
governments do not act, a rights group said in
an annual survey yesterday. Millions of children
have missed out on education because of
COVID-19 restrictions while there will be a long
term impact in terms of their physical and men-
tal health, Dutch NGO KidsRights said as it
launched its annual ranking. The survey ranks

Iceland, Switzerland and Finland as best for
children’s rights and Chad, Afghanistan and
Sierra Leone as the worst, out of a total of 182
countries.

Marc Dulleart, founder and chairman of Kid-
sRights, said that the effects of the pandemic on
children had “unfortunately exceeded our pre-
dictions at the outset last year”.

“Apart from patients of the coronavirus, chil-
dren have been hardest hit, not directly by the

virus itself, but fundamentally failed through the
deferred actions of governments around the
world,” he said.

“Educational recovery is the key to avoid-
ing generational catastrophe,” Dulleart added.
The group said schools for more than 168 mil-
lion children have been closed for almost a full
year, with one in three children worldwide un-
able to access remote learning while their
schools were shut. —AFP
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BAGHDAD: US Army soldiers watch as fellow coalition soldiers pass by near the entrance to the International
Zone in Baghdad. —AFP

ICC prosecutor 
urges Sudan to 
hand over Haroun 
KHARTOUM: The International Criminal Court’s chief prosecu-
tor pressed Sudan Wednesday to hand over Ahmed Haroun, ac-
cused of war crimes in Darfur, to face trial alongside a fellow
ex-regime figure. Fatou Bensouda made the call during a press
conference in Khartoum after concluding a landmark visit to
Darfur, the first by an ICC prosecutor since the UN tasked the
court to probe the conflict there 16 years ago. 

The United Nations says 300,000 people were killed and 2.5
million were displaced in the conflict.  Haroun is one of several
former regime heavyweights charged by the ICC in connection
with Darfur, including ex-president Omar al-Bashir, who is in-
dicted for crimes including genocide, and Ali Muhammad Ali
Abd-Al-Rahman, leader of the notorious Janjaweed militia.   

Abd-Al-Rahman, also known as Ali Kushayb, was charged in
2007, the same year as Haroun. He handed himself in last year
after years on the run and appeared in court in the Hague last
month. —AFP

Oil refinery fire in Iran
capital under control
TEHRAN: A major fire that tore through an oil refinery in the
Iranian capital had been brought under control yesterday, but
was still not completely extinguished. “The fire at the refinery
has been brought under control and will be completely ex-
tinguished by noon,” the official IRNA news agency said, cit-
ing Shaker Khafai, spokesman for Tehran Oil Refining
Company.

A column of black smoke was still visible over the site of
the inferno around midday, AFP journalists reported, although
it was not as thick as the day before. Teams of firefighters
were seen battling the blaze in footage from the scene broad-
cast by state television.

The authorities say the blaze broke out at 7.30 pm
(1500 GMT) on Wednesday after an explosion caused by
a leaking gas pipe, resulting in a huge fire. An investigation
is underway.

The refinery is located in a large industrial zone on
Tehran’s outskirts, only a few hundred meters (yards) from
residential areas. It has been in operation since 1968 and has
a capacity of 250,000 barrels per day, according to IRNA.
Industrial accidents are common in Iran.

On May 23, nine people were injured in a blast at a plant

producing explosive materials in central Iran, local media re-
ported, while three days later, a pipeline explosion at a petro-
chemical complex near Iran’s Gulf coast left one dead.
Meanwhile, Iran views arch-rival Zionist entity as the top sus-
pect behind two incidents in the past year at its nuclear sites
that Tehran has branded acts of sabotage.

Some in the Islamic republic see the various events as the
result of attacks by Jewish security forces, while others con-
sider US sanctions-which almost completely isolate Iran from
the rest of the world, complicating the maintenance of indus-
trial facilities-as a more likely cause.  —AFP

TEHRAN: A picture taken late Wednesday shows fire raging at an oil refinery in
the Iranian capital Tehran. —AFP


