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Cuban dancers arrive to a rehearsal in Havana.

Dancers rehearse in Havana.

Rag’n’Bone
Man, Woodkid
to top Montreux 
Jazz Festival

Brit ish singer-songwriter
Rag’n’Bone Man and French neo-
folk musician Woodkid are head-

lining this year’s Montreux Jazz Festival,
downsized and to be held mostly out-
doors due to the pandemic, organizers
said Tuesday. French-Lebanese trum-
peter and composer Ibrahim Maalouf
and British singer-songwriter Arlo Parks,
who was named best breakthrough artist
at this year’s Brit Awards, are also in the
line-up. “Small is beautiful,” is the infor-
mal slogan for the 55th edition of the
festival, which was cancelled last year
due to the coronavirus crisis.

The festival has been scheduled for
July 2-17, coinciding with the planned
loosening of anti-COVID measures in

Switzerland. Around 20,000 spectators
are expected to turn out — more than 10
times fewer than in 2019, when some
250,000 took part, according to organiz-
ers. For more than half a century,
Montreux has been a magnet for big
names of the music business and rising
stars alike.  It has retained its jazz label
despite dramatically expanding its reper-
toire, with big names in rock, punk, R&B
and hip-hop also on the bill this year.

The 2021 program has been con-
densed and the format adjusted to easily
adapt to the COVID-19 situation in the
idyllic Swiss town of Montreux, on the
shores of Lake Geneva. The main stage
has been built on the lake, 25 meters
(80 feet) from the shore, opposite a
grandstand that can hold up to 500
spectators. It will be one of only four
stages used for the festival-two for ticket
holders and two free of charge-able to
accommodate a total of up to 1,500 peo-
ple a day. Tickets go on sale on June 8.
Organizers also said they would
livestream several of the concerts “in
order to bring the festival to a larger
audience”. — AFP 

Anew French edition of Adolf
Hitler’s “Mein Kampf” was pub-
lished yesterday with the text

reflecting the “abominably badly written”
original, according to its translator. One
of the world’s most notorious books, first
published in two tomes in 1924 and
1925, it laid out the ideological founda-
tions for National Socialism including its
embrace of violence and anti-Semitism.
The only current French translation, first
published in 1934 and stil l in print,
improves the often repetitive and turgid
prose of the original, which is difficult to
read even in German, according to
French translator Olivier Mannoni.

“The rule at the time was to write in
good French and to smooth over the
asperities of the text,” said Mannoni,
who spent five years on the new edition
being published by Fayard, a major

French publishing house. Speaking at a
press conference last month, Mannoni
said his work was true to the “abom-
inably badly written” original, half-written
by Hitler during his time in jail, with all of
its “dubious syntax” and “interminable
and repetitive phrasing.” The 1,000-page
annotated translation includes around
300 pages of criticism and contextualiza-
tion of Hitler’s manifesto, which lays out
his plans for expanding Germany’s bor-
ders and eliminating Jews.

It has been titled “Historicizing Evil, A
Critical Edition of Mein Kampf,” and will
be free for public libraries and sold for
100 euros ($122), a deliberately high
price intended to limit its distribution. Any
profits will be given to the Auschwitz-
Birkenau Foundation, which maintains
Nazi concentration camps as memorials
and reminders of the devastating conse-

quences of fascism.
“Mein Kampf,” which translates as “My

Struggle,” entered the public domain in
2016, when copyright lapsed on the book.
That year a new critical German edition
was published over two tomes that ran to
2,000 pages, which featured for weeks in
best-seller lists. A new Polish edition
came out earlier this year. The book is
banned in some European countries
including Austria and the Netherlands, but
it can be found on the internet or as an e-
book. Opinion is split on the new editions,
particularly among Jewish groups, some
of which favor a complete ban while oth-
ers argue in favor of scholarly, critical ver-
sions being made available for education-
al purposes. — AFP 

In the country of salsa and rumba, a
troupe of sneaker-wearing Cuban
youngsters have burst onto the dance

scene with a style until recently all but
unheard of on the isolated island nation:
hip hop. Under US sanctions and with
the Communist Party in charge of all
aspects of daily life, including what peo-
ple get to see on public television,
Cubans have had little exposure to the
American genre that has taken the rest
of the world by storm. But this changed
suddenly with internet arriving in the
one-party state in 2015 — and mobile
internet since 2018 — with some 4.2 mil-
lion of Cuba’s 11.2 million people now
connected.

With no other platform on which to ply
their trade, 16-member Cuban dance
troupe Datway (a play on That Way)
have taken to Facebook and Instagram
to display their unique brand of hip hop
moves, blended with more traditional,
home-grown styles. It has launched
them to international fame, even catch-
ing the eye of Daddy Yankee, dubbed
the King of Reggaeton-a Latin American
music style that borrows heavily from hip
hop and rap. The Puerto Rican rapper,
who co-starred on the hit single
“Despacito”, took to Instagram to com-
ment: “Too good #Cuba” about a dance
number the troupe performed to his lat-
est hit “El Pony” and posted online.

In the video, the troupe jumps and
gyrates to the reggaeton rhythm in
sports clothes and sneakers, dyed hair
and bandannas, and watched by a rag-
tag of neighborhood kids in a poor dis-

trict of central Havana. The video has
earned them 2.2 million views. “Hip hop
videos from other countries are always
(set) in these very beautiful places,”
Datway founder Dariel Lopez, aka
Chaiky Dari, told AFP.

Much talent, little exposure 
“We always look for places that are...

well not ugly, because for us they are
not ugly, but real-those balconies in
need of a touch of paint, young people
and children who are not very well
dressed,” said the 23-year-old with his
wild mop of hair, parts of it bleached
blonde. Chaiky Dari boasts 33,700 sub-
scribers on Instagram, a high hit rate for
a country with the third lowest fixed

broadband speed, according to
Speedtest, though it ranks 88th out of
134 for mobile speed.

Under a tin roof held up by walls cov-
ered in graffiti, the members of Datway
train from Monday to Friday, shooting
their videos on weekends. The troupe of
18- to 32-year-olds have backgrounds in
contemporary and folk dance, some
even worked in circuses. Sometimes
they go out on the street, plugging in
their sound system at the house of a
neighbor-an old lady who sells fruit from
her front steps. “Abroad, Cuba is still
seen as the country of salsa,” but “here
there is also a lot of talent in hip-hop,
with a lot of dancers from the street,”
said Liuven Dopico, 28, who himself

learned to dance “in the street” and “by
watching a lot of videos.” Datway’s idea,
however, is not to abandon their Cuban
dance roots.

“We often mix hip hop with traditional
Cuban music, we mix it all and we cre-
ate something truly beautiful,” said
Dopico, his hair tinted turquoise. “If it is a
salsa we mix it with urban dance, if it is
reggaeton, we add salsa steps to it,”
added Dari.

‘The best!’ 
Fellow troupe member Paloma

Duarte, 23, started off as a classical bal-
let dancer, then worked in a folk dance
company.  Now, “I feel complete as a
dancer, I have all the styles!” she told

AFP. Duarte said the group receives fre-
quent messages from amateur dancers,
many of whom send in videos, as the hip
hop phenomenon spreads. But to
encourage more youngsters, “it would
be really good if at the level of the state,
of television, there was some urban
dance and not only salsa and rumba,”
she added.

In recent weeks, the glowing com-
ments of Latin stars such as Daddy
Yankee and Ricky Martin (“The best!”,
he wrote on Instagram), have propelled
Datway to new heights, even signing a
contract with a record company in
Florida to appear in dance videos. And
when Puerto Rican-Cuban Reggaeton
duo Ozuna and Ovi launched an online
challenge, inviting dancers to choreo-
graph a video for their new song
“Envidioso”, the winners were none oth-
er than Datway.

The group received a prize of
$10,000 — a fortune in a country where
the minimum monthly salary is $87. Half
of the money will be used on “technolo-
gy”-better internet connection and film-
ing equipment, said Ernesto Rodriguez,
32, the group’s technical director. “The
rest was divided among the members,
and I also gave money to the children”
from the neighborhood, who appear in
Datway’s videos. — AFP 

Dancers perform in a street of Havana. — AFP photos

Dancers perform in a street of Havana.

Dancers perform in a street of Havana.Dancers rehearse in Havana.

Dancers rehearse in Havana.


