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Since February 2021, Kuwait has barred foreigners, including legal residents, from returning to Kuwait. Foreigners may leave but cannot
return until further notice. The second lengthy period of the airport’s closure to foreigners has had a devastating impact on expatriates,
many of whom have family abroad or are stuck abroad. Kuwait Times invited expatriates who have been affected by the travel restrictions

related to COVID-19 to share their stories. For the second week, Kuwait Times continued to receive hundreds of responses via comments,
direct messages and emails. Kuwait Times shared in print and online a selection of these responses (names withheld) to illustrate the breadth
and depth of the impact the travel restrictions have had on Kuwait’s 3.4 million+ expatriate community. This is the third installment of these
responses (you can read more on our social media @KuwaitTimes).

Readers Speak Out

Travel restrictions, ie the ban on
expats, have not only affected me
emotionally, but mentally as well, and I
think I speak for many when I say this.
I came to India in November with my
3-month-old son, thinking that I will
meet my parents and return by
February, as I hadn’t seen my parents
for a year. But they banned us
(expats) from traveling. I’ve already
taken the first dose of one of the
approved vaccines and I am taking all
precautions. I and my son have valid
residencies and we hope and pray that
the government lifts the ban on expats
so we can be with our families.

• • • • • • • • •

I delivered my baby in the US and I
am not able to return since then. The
only option I had was to leave him and
return alone, as there were no visas
upon arrival at that time. I took the
decision not to go and leave my new-
born. His dad hasn’t met him yet, and
my other 6-year-old son is having trau-
ma. He wants to go back home to see

his dad and friends. I wish this black
cloud will vanish soon!

• • • • • • • • •
We have four kids - two of them are

studying in the US and they don’t have
Kuwait residency. We haven’t seen
them for 1.5 years. We really miss our

family but haven’t been able to visit
them due to the travel ban on expats.
We are afraid of traveling and not
being able to come back. We want to
get the vaccine too; if not here, we will
get it in the US. But we can’t leave
Kuwait until they lift the travel ban.

• • • • • • • • •

Both my grandparents migrated to
Kuwait in the early ‘50s. Both my par-
ents were born here, and me and my
siblings as well. Kuwait is the only
home we know. Me and my sister trav-
eled to see our brother abroad, whom
we hadn’t seen for two years. Since
the country we traveled to is on the list
of “banned” countries, we went to a
“transit” country in late January to

head back to Kuwait afterwards. It’s
been four months since then. We are
stranded somewhere we don’t know
anyone, away from family and friends.
I’ve spent more than a year’s savings
on flight cancelations and hotel/apart-
ment reservations alone. But I’m at a
much worse state mentally. My father
is 60+ and due to the new rules, he
might be forced to leave Kuwait soon
and I’m not there to support my par-
ents during these difficult times. How
is it fair that three generations of my
family have served their entire lives to
build Kuwait, but we have to go
through all this pain and agony?

• • • • • • • • •

I am Brazilian, married with three
children, with my entire family living in
Brazil. I have not seen my country and
family for a year and six months. I can-
not resolve my problems in Brazil. This
situation is very complicated. We do
not have the freedom to go. This
whole situation makes my heart sad
and only increases my desire to leave
Kuwait at once.

My wedding was set for Dec 2020, for which me and my family
planned to travel outside Kuwait. But because of the travel ban, my
father could not go with us, otherwise he would have lost his job.
Now my mother is stuck outside Kuwait and my dad is alone in
Kuwait. My father could not attend my wedding, I am his only child.
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