
KUWAIT: The US Ambassador to the State of
Kuwait along with envoys of European countries
based in the country yesterday visited Al-Shagaya
Renewable Energy Park, run by Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research (KISR), in Jahra, north of Kuwait
City. KISR said in a statement the delegation
grouped the US Ambassador to the State of Kuwait
Alina L Romanowski, German Ambassador Stefan
Mobs, French envoy Anne-Claire Legendre, the
ambassador of Italy Carlo Baldocci, the ambassador
of Austria Marian Alexander WRBA, the ambassa-
dor of Belgium Leo Peeters and the ambassador of
the EU Dr Christian Tudor.

The American Ambassador, as cited by KISR’s
statement, said she was elated to examine the
complex, thanked KISR’s Acting Director Dr
Manea Al-Sdirawi for the gesture and affirmed
necessity of cooperation between her nation and

partners around the world to stem climatic change
and the atmosphere overheating. Renewable ener-
gy is quite necessary for coping with such perils,
for achieving objectives of the Paris Agreement on
climatic change (aimed at substantially reducing
greenhouse gas emissions), lauding Kuwait for
taking such a gigantic move, building the renew-
able energy complex.

Meanwhile , ambassador Mobs said the
Kuwaiti-German partnership achieves goals of
the sustainable development, noting that German
establishments and companies were ready to
cooperate with Kuwait at this level because pro-
tecting the environment has become very much
pending more than any other time ever. The EU
envoy for his part expressed readiness to cooper-
ate with Kuwait as part of an approach to man-
age resources in Kuwait and the EU countries.

The complex’s director, Dr Ayman Al-Gattan, said
the site included in the first phase three stations,
the thermal solar station (50 MW), the photo-
electric unit (10 MW) and the wind farm (10
MW). Overall annual energy output from the park

is in the range of 245 MW per hour; sufficient to
supply energy to some 2,000 residential units. He
has affirmed the strategy to secure 15 percent of
the electric power from the complex for Kuwait
by 2030. —KUNA
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Ambassadors visit Kuwait’s
renewable energy complex

KUWAIT: A group photo of diplomats during their visit to Al-Shagaya Renewable Energy Park yesterday. — KUNA

Site includes solar station, photoelectric unit, wind farm 

Kuwait punishes
wrongdoers
on Qaruh island
KUWAIT: Environment Public Authority
(EPA) recorded harmful acts on Qaruh
island and examined status of surrounding
coral reefs. Some persons were found
using prohibited fishing tools and were
penalized according to the environment
protection law, EPA said in a press release
yesterday. An EPA team, in coordination
with the Coast  Guards , surveyed the
is land and divers checked the nearby
coral reefs that showed no symptoms of
bleaching. The personnel reminded visi-

tors of the relevant laws for protecting the
environment, namely the islands, keeping
the island clean and the reefs in healthy
condition. EPA has repeatedly urged sea
goers to abstain from acts that harm the

reefs, like random dropping of anchors
that  damage them. Qaruh is  one of
Kuwait’s southern islands. Surrounded by
crystal clear waters, it is a favorite spot
for local scuba divers. — KUNA

Qaruh Island

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House
(KFH) renewed its strategic part-
nership with the Management and
Marketing Club at the College of
Business Administration at Kuwait
University. This comes within the
framework of the continuing sup-
port provided by the bank to sup-
port the club’s activities and events,
and in a new affirmation of the pio-
neering role by KFH in sponsoring
the students’ activities and events in
various fields.

KFH participates in sponsoring
and supporting the basic activities
of the Management and Marketing
Club at the College of Business
Administration, which include stu-
dent activities, graduation projects,
seminars and many relevant events.

It is noteworthy that KFH is a
pioneer in supporting students and
youth, and is one of the biggest
supporters for them at the private
sector level through many contri-
butions, including support for stu-
dent clubs, graduation projects for
students, participation in seminars
and research seminars, workshops,
and lectures that contribute to the

development of scientific and pro-
fessional performance. KFH also
participates in student unions con-
ferences, graduation ceremonies
for students, honoring outstanding
students, and supporting high
school students and school stu-
dents of all grades.

Throughout its journey, KFH
seeks to make youth and education
a top priority by supporting many
initiatives and projects that have
been launched to empower youth.
The bank has spared no effort in
sponsoring their activities and
offering congratulations to stu-
dents and their families on such
important occasions and great
accomplishments.

On his behalf, Head of the
Management and Marketing Club at
the College of Business
Administration at Kuwait University
Abdul Rahman Al-Ibrahim praised
the great role that KFH plays in sup-
porting students and the college’s
activities and hailed the bank’s
efforts in shouldering the social
responsibility towards youth and the
educational process. 

KFH renews strategic
partnership with College
of Business Administration

EU envoy awards
Kuwaiti civil
society initiative
KUWAIT: The EU Ambassador to the State
of Kuwait and the State of Qatar, Cristian
Tudor, has presented the 2020 Chaillot Prize
for the Promotion of Human Rights in the
GCC region to its recipient, “Gray Area”, a
Kuwaiti civil society initiative that aims to
raise awareness of the social stigmas and
legal inequalities experienced by children of
Kuwaiti mothers and non-Kuwaiti fathers. 

In his speech, during a small ceremony at
the EU residence (adhering to the precau-
tionary health measures in order to limit the
spread of coronavirus in the State of Kuwait),
Ambassador Tudor said: “As a way of con-
structively promoting Human Rights in the
GCC, the European Union Delegations in the
region, together with the Embassies of the
Member States, award the Chaillot Prize to a
civil society organization (CSO) or individu-
als, for theirs efforts in the promotion of
human rights in the GCC, every year. We are
very proud to award this prize to Gray Area
as their efforts in advocating for the non-citi-
zen children of Kuwaiti mothers and raising
awareness of the ambiguity of some of the
laws pertaining to them, have been very note-
worthy and ought to be highlighted.

“For us in the EU, promoting and defend-
ing human rights is at the heart of our exter-
nal policy as they are among the EU’s found-
ing values of human dignity, freedom and

respect for human rights. We do that with the
hope of creating a better, more just world.”

A spokesperson from Gray Area said: “We
would like to thank the delegation of the
European Union to the State of Kuwait for
this award as it highlights our efforts towards
the need for urgency of gender equality in
nationality laws not only in Kuwait, but in the
region. We would also like to thank our com-
munity for its endless support, and we hope
this is the mark of many more milestones to
come as we continue to advocate for the nat-
uralization of children of Kuwaiti mothers.” 

The Chaillot Prize is awarded to civil soci-
ety organizations and public or private insti-
tutions for actions, campaigns and projects,
which support human rights awareness, pro-
motion and protection in the GCC region. The
Prize is named after the Palais de Chaillot in
Paris where the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights was adopted on 10 December
1948 by the United Nations General
Assembly. The announcement of the 2020

Chaillot Prize winner took place on 10
December 2020 to mark the 72nd anniver-
sary of the adoption of the declaration. 

Throughout the past three years, Gray
Area has been raising awareness about the
various inequalities surrounding the legal
rights of children of Kuwaiti mothers. Only 25
of 197 countries around the world currently
do not grant women gender equality in
nationality laws, and 12 of those countries are
in the Middle East and North Africa region. 

While organizations in the past have advo-
cated the topic of naturalization of children of
Kuwaiti women from a women’s rights per-
spective, Gray Area is amplifying the voices
of the children while challenging society’s
view of women who marry non-nationals.
Their “Gray Stories” campaign is a collection
of short stories told by children of Kuwaiti
mothers that highlight their struggles. By tak-
ing a storytelling approach, Gray Area is
extending a platform for children of Kuwaiti
mothers to tell their stories in their own way.

solutions by stc builds
network infrastructure
at vaccination center
KUWAIT: solutions by stc, the specialized business
arm of Kuwait Telecommunications Company - stc,
announced that it has provided a wide range of modern
solutions and services to build the integrated network
infrastructure that will be serving the drive-in vaccina-
tion center on the South Island of Jaber Causeway. The
initiative was carried out in line with the highest inter-
national standards.

In this regard, solutions by stc indicated that it col-
laborated with the Kuwait Integrated Petroleum
Industries Company (KIPIC), an affiliate of the Kuwait
Petroleum Company (KPC), to develop a modern and
digitally enabled network infrastructure for the vacci-
nation center located on the South Island of Jaber
Causeway. The collaborative efforts showcased by the
two companies through the initiative aimed to support
the tremendous activities carried out by the country to
contain the spread of the coronavirus during these
unprecedented times.

solutions by stc issued a statement mentioning that its
cooperation with KIPIC throughout this process stems
from the commitment it upholds to supporting the nation
in the ongoing crisis. The actions taken by the company
positively portray the role played by the private sector in
backing the oil sector, while seeking the country’s best
interests. solutions by stc also expressed that it is essen-
tial for institutions to stand together in solidarity, reflect-
ing the strength of the Kuwaiti society against any threat
that may compromise the country’s safety or stability. 

solutions by stc highlighted that the Jaber Causeway
drive-in vaccination center is a first-of-its-kind concept
in Kuwait. Additionally, the company pointed out that the
system implemented within the center is in direct con-
nection with that of the Ministry of Health. Data is trans-
ferred through the integrated system using solutions by
stc’s high-speed network, which comes supported by

fiber optics and 5G connectivity. 

Diligent efforts
Mohammad N Al-Nusif, Chief Executive Officer of

solutions by stc, said, “We are proud of the hard work
and diligent efforts made by both teams in making this
partnership a success. The project was implemented in a
short period of time, despite the exceptional circum-
stances we are currently going through. This initiative
affirms our keenness and determination to provide citi-
zens visiting the Jaber Causeway drive-in vaccination
center with pioneering solutions and telecom services in
line with global standards.”

Nusif added, “Our primary focus was to implement
this project with great accuracy and speed, ensuring that
we covered all the digital and technical requirements
requested by the medical and administrative staff work-
ing at the center. Throughout the execution phase, we
were driven by our will to serve our beloved country and
duty to preserve the health of our community.” 

He expressed, “At solutions by stc, we possess an in-
depth understanding of our customers’ needs, which posi-
tions us as the preferred telecommunication and IT solu-
tions provider in the region. Having said that, we will spare
no effort in developing effective solutions that maintain the
highest levels of online and data security for our cus-
tomers with the support of international players who spe-
cialize in data breach and prevention management.”

Nusif concluded, “solutions by stc also provides a
breadth of B2B offerings that can greatly enhance the
operational efficiency of the day-to-day activities run
by businesses of all sizes, across multiple industries. In
our mission to aid businesses succeed within their
industries and sectors, we will continue to introduce
new offerings, and enhance existing ones, to achieve
optimal outcomes for our customers.”

Vaccination center
It is worth mentioning that the drive-in vaccination

center at Jaber Causeway provides swab testing servic-
es for patients and features specialized cabins for the
Ministry of Health on-site staff. The setup also includes
clinics, emergency rooms, a mosque, as well as cabins
dedicated for the Kuwait Fire Department, in addition to
other services. 

The center consists of 10 lanes for drive-in vaccina-
tions, with two vaccination booths at each point. With a
total of 20 booths, the center can administer vaccines to
a total of 80 people at once in a matter of 3-4 minutes.

The inauguration of the Kuwait Center for Anti-
COVID Vaccination, located on the South Island of
Jaber Causeway, builds on the government’s initiative to
accelerate the vaccination process to achieve herd
immunity, allowing the return to normalcy. It is also
worth noting that the vaccination center can serve up to
5,000 residents per day. 

KUWAIT: The EU Ambassador to Kuwait and Qatar Cristian Tudor presents the 2020 Chaillot
Prize for the Promotion of Human Rights in the GCC region to Gray Area representatives. 

Experts hope for
rebound in Kuwait’s
real estate sector
KUWAIT: Real estate experts hoped yesterday
the real estate sector would rebound following
devastating impacts caused by the coronavirus
pandemic, which contributed to numerous vacan-
cies after many expatriates were forced to leave
Kuwait. They said demand started to pick up dur-
ing the first five months of this year, and the hous-
ing sector was the most lucrative despite high
prices, which ranged between KD 800 and 1,200
($2,400-3,600) for every square meter.

Emad Haidar, vice-chairman of brokers’ union,
said it was hard for prices to exceed a ceiling but
even if they do, they would eventually re-adjust.
Mansour Al-Osaimi, a real estate expert, said sell-
ing and purchasing activities in the housing, com-
mercial and investment sectors were “good” in the
first five months. However, he added, “We cannot
ignore the fact that the investment sector was the
hardest hit because of the coronavirus pandemic.”
The vacancies in the investment sector will affect
prices in the first half 2021, he said, and may
extend until end of the year.

Meanwhile Faisal Al-Loughani, a broker, said
prices of houses in what he called old areas were
on the rise because of few supply and high
demand. Fawzi Hamada, a real estate expert, said
housing sector has been experiencing an
unprecedented inflation since mid-2020. He said
the real estate sector was facing many challenges
including slow-pace distribution of housing lots
and construction licenses coupled with high cost
of construction materials, which contributed to
high prices. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Mohammad Al-Nusif, CEO of solutions by stc, and Mishari Al-Hamad, General Manager of Sales and
Account Management of solutions by stc, in a group photo with KIPIC’s team.


