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Crown Prince briefs Amir on Saudi visit’s results

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yester-
day. His Highness the Crown Prince briefed His 
Highness the Amir on the results of his latest visit 
to Saudi Arabia, which reflected the historical 
deep-rooted bilateral relations. His Highness the 
Amir also received the Speaker of the National 
Assembly Marzouq Ali  Al-Ghanem and His 

Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince sent 
cables of thanks to Saudi King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud and Saudi Arabia Crown Prince, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud. In 
the cables, His Highness Sheikh Mishal expressed 
sincere thanks and appreciations for the hospitality 
and warm reception he and his accompanying del-

egation received during the official visit to the 
kingdom. His Highness the Crown Prince extolled 
the deep-rooted and distinguished fraternal rela-
tions between the two countries. He wished the 
Saudi King and Crown Prince permanent good 
health, and Saudi Arabia further progress and pros-
perity under King Salman’s wise leadership.  

In the meantime, the Saudi cabinet praised the 
strong and deeply-rooted ties with Kuwait. The cabinet 
also commended the efforts of Saudi King Salman bin 

Abddulaziz and His Highness the Amir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad to strengthen sisterly bonds 
and expand cooperation between the two Arabian Gulf 
countries, reported the Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
quoting a cabinet statement following its weekly meet-
ing on Tuesday. It noted that King Salman has briefed 
the cabinet about the content of a letter he received 
from His Highness Sheikh Nawaf. The cabinet dis-
cussed the talks held between Prince Mohammad bin 
Salman and His Highness Sheikh Mishal. — KUNA

Sheikh Mishal thanks Saudi King, Crown Prince for hospitality

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

Kuwait FM holds 
talks with GCC chief

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets GCC 
Secretary General Nayef Al-Hajraf. —- KUNA

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah yesterday 
received the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Secretary General Nayef Al-Hajraf, currently on 
an official visit to the country. The two sides 
explored forthcoming tasks for the council, lat-
est developments on the regional and interna-
tional arenas. The GCC was established in 1981 
during a major war between Iran and Iraq. It 
comprises Kuwait, the UAE, Qatar, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain. — KUNA

BRUSSELS: Kuwait reaffirmed its commitment 
to help Yemen on all humanitarian, developmen-
tal, and political levels to bring peace and securi-
ty in the country. “Kuwait will always remain 
faithful to its commitment, until our brothers and 
sisters in Yemen overcome their suffering and 
enjoy security and stability,” Kuwait’s ambassa-
dor to Belgium, EU and NATO, Jasem Al-
Budaiwi , to ld an onl ine conference. The 
Ambassador took part in the third Humanitarian 
Senior Officials Meeting on the humanitarian cri-
sis in Yemen Tuesday via videoconference. The 
meet ing was co-hosted by the European 
Commission and Sweden. 

In his speech, he listed the recent efforts 
Kuwait has undertaken to provide humanitarian 
assistance to the Yemeni people in hopes of eas-
ing some of their suffering. The efforts include 
Kuwait’s pledge of $20 million for humanitarian 
assistance to Yemen made at the margins of the 
75th General Assembly last September. In March 
2, 2021, Kuwaiti, during an international virtual 
conference hosted by the Switzer land and 

Sweden, also provided a 
sum of  $20 mi l l ion to 
help improve the 
humanitarian situation in 
Yemen. Moreover, dur-
ing the last  fast ing 
month of  Ramadan, 
many Kuwait i  NGOs 
stepped up efforts  to 
provide the Yemeni peo-
ple with necessi t ies . 
“This is a spiritual and 
special time for Muslims all around the world and 
I am honored to inform you all that these Kuwaiti 
NGOs managed to reach out to thousands of 
Yemenis during this period,” noted Al-Budaiwi. 

At the beginning of COVID-19 pandemic, Kuwait, 
along with the World Health Organization (WHO) 
facilitated hundreds of thousands of medical consul-
tations in order to ensure the health security of 
Yemen during the global crisis, he said. On a political 
level, Kuwait has always stressed the importance of 
the following pillars in achieving a political solution, 
GCC Initiative, the outcomes of the National 
Dialogue, Security Council Resolution 2216 and the 
Stockholm Agreement. Kuwait also welcomes the 
initiative presented by Saudi Arabia for Yemen, 
which provides all the necessary elements in order 
to reach a longstanding peace in the country. 

Further, Kuwait applauds the decision by the 
government of Yemen to accept the initiative and 

calls call upon the Houthis to do so as well so 
that the process to end this conflict can begin 
and to permanently put an end to the suffering of 
the Yemeni people. Kuwait also believes that the 
ministerial meeting on Yemen, which Germany 
hosted recently, was an excellent occasion where 
participants discussed the recent situation in 
Yemen and ways to increase cooperation and 
coordination in order to help Yemen overcome 
this  cr is is . Budaiwi  thanked the European 
Commission and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Sweden for their tireless efforts in gathering 
the international community to improve the situ-
ation in Yemen. 

EU Commissioner for Crisis Management 
Janez Lenarci told the meeting “Yemen remains 
the world’s largest humanitarian crisis, with an 
unprecedented famine looming. The EU is com-
mitted to supporting the people in need.” 

During the meeting, donors, United Nations 
agencies and other international organizations as 
well as international and Yemeni non-govern-
mental organizations reaffirmed their commit-
ment to support ing people in  need, and to 
upholding humanitarian principles and global 
accountability standards. Participants reiterated 
that a sustainable solution in Yemen requires an 
urgent, nationwide ceasefire and a comprehen-
sive peace agreement reached through an inclu-
sive pol i t ica l  process , sa id a  European 
Commission press release. — AFP

Kuwait reiterates 
commitment to help 
Yemen overcome crisis

Jasem Al-Budaiwi

KUWAIT: As part of its CSR program and in sup-
port of its charitable and humanitarian role, Ahli 
United Bank (AUB) sponsored 100 cataract sur-
geries in Somalia in partnership with the humani-
tarian excellence association. This initiative will 
help patients restore their vision and enable them 
to live a normal life. AUB took a step further and 
will also cover the post-surgery medical care 
expenses. 

Commenting on this humanitarian initiative, 
Sahar Dashti , General Manager Customer 
Protection, and the Head of Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) Team at AUB said in a press 
release, “this is a noble initiative that would change 
the lives of 100 persons in Somalia by restoring 

their vision, and to help them live a better life and 
bring them joy that would extend to their families.” 

Dashti stressed that AUB, through its CSR pro-
gram, exerts all its effort to help needy people 
wherever they are, based on its belief that the 
community development responsibility has no 
geographical boundaries, pointing out that satisfy-
ing people’s needs and being kind to them is one 
of the greatest acts of charity and good deeds. 

Dashti pointed out that AUB has been briefed 
on the cataract surgeries project adopted by the 
Humanitarian Excellence Association in Somalia, 
and after adequate study, the bank decided to pro-
vide this support due to its importance in reviving 
hope in the life of dozens of needy families in the 
Somali society, many of whose members face living 
difficulties and multiple health issues. In conclu-
sion, Dashti said that AUB has a solid partnership 
relations with many charitable organizations, some 
of which are active in Kuwait among needy fami-
lies and other groups, while others are specialized 
in various developments of relief and treatment 
projects abroad. 

AUB contributes 
to changing 
people’s lives

KUWAIT: Easa Karm from AUB’S CSR team (center) with Khalil Al-Hamadi and Ahmed Al-Bayah from the 
Humanitarian Excellence Association in Somalia.
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 training mission”, Iran’s Tasnim news agency quot-

ed the navy’s head of public relations Behzad Jahanian 
as saying. 

It sank at around 8:30 am (0400 GMT) yesterday. 
All 400 cadets and crew disembarked safely, with 20 
sustaining light injuries or burns. Jahanian said the 
cause of the fire was “still not clear”. The vessel was 
ordered from Britain in 1976 when the pro-Western 
shah was still in power. It was not delivered until 
1984 after years of wrangling between Britain and 
the government that took power after the Islamic 
revolution of 1979. 

Jeremy Binnie of open-source defense intelligence 
provider Janes said the Kharg was important to Iran 
as its only dedicated vessel able to resupply warships 
at sea. “The Iranians often describe it as a ‘helicopter 
carrier’ but it is actually a replenishment ship - a use-
ful asset nonetheless as it was the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Navy’s only dedicated ship serving this role,” 
Binnie said. “It is not the IRIN’s largest vessel any 
more after they commissioned Makran, a converted oil 
tanker, in January,” he added. 

Iran’s ISNA news agency said the vessel had left 
for a mission focused on “training, intelligence and 
combat” alongside the destroyer Alborz on May 19. 
The port city of Jask, near which the Kharg went 
down, lies close to the Strait of Hormuz, the strategic 
chokepoint at the head of the Gulf through which a 
fifth of world oil output passes. 

Jask is strategically important to Iran as the gov-
ernment plans to make it the site of the country’s sec-

ond-largest oil export terminal. An approximately 
1,000-km pipeline from Bushehr province on the Gulf 
to Jask was put into service a few days ago, the gov-
ernment said. It provides a new bypass route for 
Iranian oil exports that avoids the Strait of Hormuz. 

Last year, an Iranian warship was hit by friendly fire 
during a naval exercise off Jask, killing the 19 sailors 
onboard. Logistical support vessel Konarak was hit 
after “moving a practice target to its destination and 
not creating enough distance between itself and the 
target,” state television said at the time. 

In recent months, there have also been reported 
attacks on Iran’s shipping fleet that have been linked 
to its arch foe, the Zionist entity. In April, Tehran said 
its freighter Saviz was hit by an “explosion” in the 
Red Sea, after media reports said the Zionist entity 
had struck the ship. The New York Times reported at 
the time that the Saviz had been targeted in a Zionist 
“retaliatory” attack after “Iran’s earlier strikes on 
(Zionist) ships”. It came at a time of heightened ten-
sions between the foes, with reports of a series of tit-
for-tat attacks on shipping since early March.  

Meanwhile, the refinery “accident was caused by 
a leak from an emergency liquefied gas line,” trigger-
ing “an explosion which caused the start of the fire 
that we can observe,” Tehran crisis team chief 
Mansour Darajati told state television. Darajati said 
that the fire had begun at around 7:30 pm local time 
(1500 GMT) and that there were “fortunately no 
deaths at this stage”. 

According to state news agency IRNA, the stricken 
refinery has been operational since 1968, has a capac-
ity of 250,000 barrels per day and is owned by the 
Tehran Oil Refining Company. A spokesman for the 
company dismissed “all speculation centering on sab-
otage at the refinery”, according to state television’s 
Telegram channel. “The accident was caused by a 
technical problem and we are currently in the process 
of controlling the fire,” he added. — AFP 

Iranian naval 
vessel sinks...
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The limited capacity of most developing and 

emerging economies to support strong fiscal stimulus 
measures will also take its toll, the ILO said. In those 
countries, it said, the quality of newly created jobs 
would likely deteriorate. The fall in employment and 
hours worked has meanwhile translated into a sharp 
drop in labour income and a rise in poverty. 

Compared to 2019, 108 million more workers 
around the world were categorized as poor or 
extremely poor, meaning they and their families live on 
less than $3.20 per person per day, the study showed. 
“For many millions of people, the working hour losses 
combined with a lack or absence of social protection” 
had sparked an “absolutely dramatic” increase in 

working poverty, Ryder said. Five years of progress 
towards eradicating working poverty had been 
undone. Tragically, he said, the crisis also appeared to 
have reversed decades of progress battling child labor 
and forced labor. The report highlighted how the 
COVID-19 crisis had worsened pre-existing inequali-
ties by hitting vulnerable workers harder. 

For many of the two billion people who work in the 
informal sector, where social protections are generally 
lacking, the disruption has had catastrophic conse-
quences for family incomes and livelihoods. The crisis 
has also disproportionately hit women, who have fallen 
out of the labor market at a greater rate than men, even 
as they have taken on more of the additional burden of 
caring for out-of-school children and others. 

This, the report warned, had created the risk of a 
“re-traditionalization” of gender roles. Youth employ-
ment meanwhile fell 8.7 percent last year - more than 
double the 3.7 percent for older workers. “The conse-
quences of this delay and disruption to the early labor 
market experience of young people could last for 
years,” the ILO said. — AFP 

UN: Pandemic  
plunges 100m...
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Meanwhile, two opposition lawmakers - 

Abdulkarim Al-Kandari and Thamer Al-Suwait - 
said yesterday they have been summoned by the 
public prosecution to testify in events that took 
place during the Assembly’s opening session in 
December last year. The opening session witnessed 
chaotic scenes and a section of the public hurled 
insults on opposition MPs. These actions were 

allegedly carried out by supporters of Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, including his brother. 

Opposition MPs have repeatedly demanded an 
investigation into the events and how those people 
got invitations to attend the opening session in vio-
lation of procedures. The speaker has refused to 
allow the Assembly to debate the issue, and instead 
the Assembly office sent a complaint to the public 
prosecution asking for a probe. 

But Kandari said the complaint was sent in vio-
lation of the constitution and did not include any 
details of the events during the opening session. He 
said the Assembly office sent a motion by MPs to 
investigate the events by the Assembly, which is a 
clear violation of the constitution.

Assembly to debate  
allowing courts to...


