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Iranian naval vessel sinks  
after fire in Gulf of Oman

Explosion triggers massive blaze at Tehran refinery
TEHRAN: One of Iran’s largest naval ships sank 
yesterday after catching fire while on a “training 
mission” off a strategic port near the head of the 
Gulf, the navy said. Later yesterday, a fierce blaze 
broke out at a refinery in southern Tehran after a liq-
uefied gas line leaked and exploded, the head of the 
capital’s crisis team said on state television. More 
than an hour after the blaze started, leaping flames 
and thick clouds of black smoke could be seen 
reaching high into the sky from far across Tehran. 

The British-built fleet replenishment vessel 
Kharg, which was more than 200 m long, caught fire 
on Tuesday off the port of Jask on the Gulf of Oman, 
the navy said. Footage aired by state television 
showed a massive column of smoke rising from what 
it said was the burning vessel. The fire broke out in 
“one of the systems” of the ship, a navy statement 
said without elaborating. Firefighting efforts contin-
ued “for 20 hours” before the ship went down.  

“Considering the spread of the fire, the mission to 
save the Kharg failed and it sank in waters off Jask,” 
the navy said. The ship caught fire at 11 am on 
Tuesday as it was in “domestic waters” during “a 
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(Left) Image grab taken yesterday shows smoke billowing from the Iranian Kharg supply navy ship in the Gulf of Oman. (Right) Smoke billows from the site of a refinery 
fire in Tehran yesterday. —AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday said it would pledge 
$40 million to a coronavirus vaccination program 
for poorer countries known as Covax, as part of 
efforts to push for fairer and more equitable access 
to the shots. Highlighting the complexities of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 

Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s representative to the 
Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization 
(GAVI) summit, Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Sabah, said it would behoove the inter-
national community to work closer together to 
defeat the virus.  

The pandemic continues to be a grave challenge 
thrust upon the entire world, Sheikh Ahmad, who is 
also the State Minister for Cabinet Affairs, said dur-
ing talks co-hosted by GAVI and Japan via video 
link, citing a sum of $287.4 million Kuwait had pre-
viously provided to help lessen the strain on global 
healthcare systems.  

Meanwhile, the health ministry announced yes-

terday it will issue licenses for the emergency use of 
the drug sotrovimab (7831-VIR) for treating light 
and medium coronavirus cases. Dr Abdullah Al-
Badr, the assistant undersecretary for medicines 
and nutrition supervision, told KUNA the drug is 
used in cases among adults and children aged 12 
and above.  

He indicated that the medicine is also used for 
persons aged 65 and above, but not for hospitalized 
patients who need oxygen due to infection with 
COVID-19. Clinical studies have shown that sotro-
vimab treatment has lowered hospital admissions 
and deaths by 85 percent. It also prevents the virus 
from entering human cells.

GENEVA: The COVID-19 pandemic has 
pushed more than 100 million more workers into 
poverty, the UN said yesterday, after working 
hours plummeted and access to good-quality 
jobs evaporated. And the labor market crisis 
created by the pandemic was far from over, the 
UN’s International Labor Organization warned 
in a report. Employment was not expected to 
bounce back to pre-pandemic levels until 2023 
at the earliest, it said. 

The ILO’s annual World Employment and 
Social Outlook report indicated that the planet 
would be 75 million jobs short at the end of this 
year compared to if the pandemic had not 
occurred. And it would still have 23 million fewer 
jobs by the end of next year than would other-
wise have been the case. COVID-19 “has not 
just been a public health crisis, it’s also been an 
employment and human crisis”, ILO chief Guy 
Ryder told reporters.  

“Without a deliberate effort to accelerate the 
creation of decent jobs, and support the most 
vulnerable members of society and the recovery 
of the hardest-hit economic sectors, the linger-
ing effects of the pandemic could be with us for 
years in the form of lost human and economic 
potential, and higher poverty and inequality.”  

The report showed that global unemployment 
was expected to stand at 205 million people in 
2022 - far higher than the 187 million in 2019. 
But the situation is worse than official unem-
ployment figures indicate. Many people have 
held onto their jobs but have seen their working  
hours cut dramatically. In 2020, 8.8 percent of 
global working hours were lost compared to the 
fourth quarter of 2019 - the equivalent of 255 
million full-time jobs. 

While the situation has improved, global 
working hours are far from having bounced 
back, and the world will still be short the equiva-
lent of 100 million full-time jobs by the end of 
this year, the report found. Global employment is 
expected to recover more quickly in the second 
half of 2021 - provided the overall pandemic sit-
uation does not worsen. But that recovery would 
be highly uneven, the ILO warned, due to 
inequitable access to COVID-19 vaccines. So 
far, more than 75 percent of all the jabs have 
gone to just 10 countries. 
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KUWAIT: The National Assembly holds a special 
meeting today to discuss amendments to the 
nationality law to allow courts to tackle issues relat-
ed to Kuwaiti citizenship, currently prohibited by 
law. The session was requested by 35 lawmakers 
who want to allow the administrative court to study 
and rule on issues related to Kuwaiti citizenship. 

MPs want to study a number of laws calling to 

reform the nationality law to allow courts to look into 
issues of revoking and withdrawing Kuwaiti citizen-
ship and other disputes related to citizenship. The 
lawmakers had submitted a number of bills to amend 
the nationality law to achieve those goals, but the 
legal and legislative committee has not completed its 
report on the issues, and as such the Assembly may 
not be able to finalize the matter in today’s session. 

Under the current nationality law, granting and 
revoking citizenship is considered a sovereign issue 
and courts are not competent to look into its dis-
putes. A few years ago, the government revoked the 
citizenship of dozens of Kuwaiti opposition activists 
and their family members in what was seen as pun-
ishment for opposing the government. Opposition 
lawmakers have been pushing to make the legisla-
tive amendment to allow courts to look into all 
issues related to citizenship and take this issue out 

of the hands of the government. 
In a related development, a pro-government MP 

yesterday proposed amendments to the nationality 
law to make it harder for foreign wives of Kuwaitis 
to obtain citizenship. MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji pro-
posed that foreign wives of Kuwaiti husbands must 
wait as long as 25 years to obtain Kuwaiti citizen-
ship, provided the couple has at least five children. 

The amendment stipulates that the citizenship 
will be revoked if the couple divorces, but the 
woman has the right to legal residency in Kuwait. If 
the husband dies before 25 years have elapsed, the 
woman can get legal residency from her children, 
who are Kuwaiti by birth. At present, foreign wives 
of Kuwaiti husbands have to wait for at least five 
years before they can apply for citizenship, and the 
interior minister has the right to grant or deny it. 
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CAIRO: Farida Ramadan, a transgender woman, 
overcame major hurdles to transition in conserva-
tive Egypt, but she is still fighting for her rights in a 
country where LGBTQ+ people face acute stigma. 
Wearing a colorful headscarf, kohl eyeliner and 
crimson red lipstick, Ramadan, now in her fifties, 
told AFP that when she was growing up in 
Damietta, a city in northeastern Egypt, she “was not 
into boys’ things”. 

As a teenager, she told some of her family about 
her gender dysphoria, or conflict between a per-
son’s assigned gender and their identity. “I was met 
with disdain and unimaginable mockery,” she said. 
She left home in her twenties and in 2000, started 
the “long, drawn out procedures to get approval 
from the authorities” for Gender Confirmation 

Surgery (GCS). 
But it would take more than 15 years before she 

could go under the knife. Egyptian law “does not 
recognize transgender people”, said one of the 
founding members of rights group Bedayaa, which 
advocates for the LGBTQ+ community. The 
Egyptian Medical Syndicate allows for sex reas-
signment surgeries only with the “approval of a 
special committee” comprised of medical doctors 
and clergy from Al-Azhar - Sunni Islam’s leading 
seat of learning, based in Cairo. 

The committee relies on a fatwa, or religious 
edict, that stipulates sex reassignment surgery must 
be justified by a “biological” issue and “not a mental 
one”, explained the activist. The syndicate’s bylaws 
demand “blood and hormone tests, chromosome 
analysis and minimum of two years of psychothera-
py and hormonal treatment”, requirements that 
exclude many transgender people wanting GCS, 
though there are no official statistics available on 
the community in Egypt. 

The committee only meets sporadically, and 
there has not been a designated Al-Azhar sheikh for 
at least two years, said the activist, who asked to 

remain anonymous. “No operation can be carried 
out without the agreement of Al-Azhar.” Al-Azhar 
did not reply to requests for comment. 

Ramadan scrimped and saved for years for GCS, 
a process made even more difficult when she was 
fired from her job of 13 years in 2006 due to taking 
time off for treatment. “I had no money. I worked, I 
saved and then I made an appointment,” she said, 
finally undergoing GCS in 2016. — AFP 

Transgender  
woman battles  
for ‘dignity’ 

CAIRO: Farida Ramadan Ali, a 50-year-old Egyptian 
transgender woman, speaks during an interview on 
March 17, 2021. — AFP 


