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Kuwaiti businessman Jassem Buabbas displays superworms at his farm in Kabd.— AFP photos

Kuwaiti businessman Jassem Buabbas displays Darkling beetles inside a spe-
cial room at his farm in Kabd.

Kuwaiti businessman Jassem Buabbas displays worms at his farm in Kabd. Kuwaiti businessman Jassem Buabbas displays Darkling beetles inside a spe-
cial room at his farm in Kabd.

‘A Quiet Place’
makes N America 
box office noise as
COVID curbs ease

Horror film “A Quiet Place: Part II”
opened in North America this week-
end to considerable fanfare and with

numbers unlike any seen since the pan-
demic began, as COVID curbs began
falling and theaters began filling up again.
So after Hollywood’s brutal year of dark
screens and empty seats, movies are
starting to come back.  “The symbolic
importance of this Memorial Day Weekend
to the movie theater industry cannot be
overstated,” said Paul Dergarabedian, a
senior analyst at Comscore. The numbers,
he said, “tell an indisputable story about
the resilience and continued relevance of
the big screen experience.”

The latest “Quiet Place”-a John
Krasinski-directed sequel to the popular
2018 film about a young family trying to
outwit horrific blind monsters with frighten-
ingly keen hearing-is projected to take in

$58.5 million for the four-day Memorial Day
weekend, said industry watcher Exhibitor
Relations. That pushed the combined
gross for the weekend’s top 12 films to
$78.1 million, up from $18.8 million the pre-
vious weekend and from a flat-lining zero
in the corresponding 2020 weekend.

“This bodes well for the future of the
theatrical exhibition and is thus a huge
relief for the movie industry at large,”
Dergarabedian said. In second place for

the weekend was Disney’s live-action
“Cruella” at $27 million. The movie, with a
snarling Emma Stone as the title baddie
and Emma Thompson in a supporting role,
has a ways to go to attain the box-office
status of its 1961 precursor “One Hundred
and One Dalmatians,” but its opening
weekend was seen as “promising,” Variety
said, given conditions. “Cruella” can also
be streamed on the Disney+ channel.

There was a steep dropoff to third spot,
which went to Lionsgate’s horror film
“Spiral,” at $3 million. The latest addition to
the “Saw” franchise stars Chris Rock, Max
Minghella and Samuel L. Jackson. In
fourth, at $2.8 million, was “Wrath of Man,”
from United Artists. The action thriller,
directed by Guy Ritchie, stars Jason
Statham as an armored truck driver who
thwarts a robbery but then faces unwanted
attention due to his troubled past. And in
fifth was Disney’s computer-animated fan-
tasy “Raya and the Last Dragon,” at $2.4
million. Its mainly Asian-American cast
includes the voices of Kelly Marie Tran as
Raya, Awkwafina, Gemma Chan and
Sandra Oh.

Rounding out the top films were:
“Godzilla vs. Kong” ($1 million)
“Dream Horse” ($817,000)
“Those Who Wish Me Dead” ($641,000)
“Mortal Kombat” ($302,000) — AFP 

Kuwaiti businessman Jassem
Buabbas has spent years breed-
ing “superworms” for animal feed

and now hopes the creatures will find
their way into the diets of Gulf citizens.
In a small, dark room outside Kuwait
City, Buabbas places the worm-like lar-
vae of the darkling beetle, famed for
their high protein content, into a trans-
parent box on a bed of bran and corn-
flour. In another, he puts the mature bee-
tles for mating. “My ambition is for
worms to be a successful food alterna-
tive for humans,” he told AFP.

Insects are widely eaten around the
globe, with an estimated 1,000 species
appearing on the dinner plates of some
two billion people in Africa, Asia and

Latin America. But apart from traditional
diets, cricket pasta and mealworm
smoothies have become the latest food
trend in some world capitals, with edible
insects being promoted as a sustainable
alternative to regular protein sources.

Some Gulf states have a tradition of
eating dried and baked locusts, which
can appear in plague proportions. They
are considered a delicacy by some,
although consumption has fallen out of
favour in modern times. While super-
worms-in high demand among owners of
birds, fish, amphibians and reptiles-have
not yet been approved for human con-
sumption in Kuwait, Buabbas is hopeful
that people will be willing to try them. He
aims to expand his business beyond the

pet trade and get the invertebrates onto
dinner plates, in what would be the first
such restaurant in the Gulf.

He is now experimenting with recipes
before seeking permission from the
Kuwaiti authorities. “I have so far creat-
ed three types of sauces... and col-
leagues of mine have tried and liked
them,” said Buabbas, who apart from
breeding superworms works in the gov-
ernment sector. Regulation is catching
up with the food trend-in May, the
European Commission approved dried
mealworms for human consumption
after the 27-nation bloc’s food watchdog
said they were safe to eat. The decision
was good news for the burgeoning
insect farming industry in Europe.

Ever tried them? 
Buabbas said a fascination with the

secrets of superworms prompted him to
travel to Thailand in 2018 to learn more
about the animals which are a popular
snack there. “At first, I was disgusted by
them, but... then I got used to the worms,
understanding their behavior and what
poses a danger to them,” he told AFP. He
spends two hours with the creatures every
day, feeding them oats, bran, potatoes and
carrots, as well as tweaking humidity and
temperature levels.

He usually produces between 3,000
and 6,000 worms every three months, and
at times up to 10,000. The superworms
take about 90 days to mature enough to be
ready for sale-each weighing approximate-

ly a gram at six centimeters (two inches)
long. They fetch $3 for 25 larvae. Buabbas
said the superworm business has been
lucrative, with bird-breeder customers buy-
ing thousands of dollars worth at a time to
feed their cardinals and nightingales.

Before borders closed due to the coron-
avirus pandemic, he would transport boxes
of worms to other Gulf countries, especially
Saudi Arabia. Buabbas markets his busi-
ness on social media, while he works on
superworm recipes that he says will incor-
porate elements of local cuisine. But when
asked how they tasted, he said he didn’t
know. He’s never tried them. — AFP

US singer B.J. Thomas, known for his
popular song “Raindrops Keep
Fallin’ on My Head,” has died at the

age of 78, his agents announced. His
death Saturday in Arlington, Texas came
after a lung cancer diagnosis. Thomas
won five Grammy Awards between 1977
and 1981, but he first came to public
attention in 1966 with his rendition of the
Hank Williams country standard “I’m So
Lonesome I Could Cry.” He followed that
two years later with “Hooked on a
Feeling,” which hit the top 10 on the
Billboard Hot 100.

But his greatest fame came with
“Raindrops,” part of the soundtrack of pop-
ular film “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance
Kid,” starring Robert Redford and Paul
Newman.  The song, a sunny ode to opti-
mism written by Burt Bacharach and Hal
David, brought him an Oscar and pro-
pelled him to the top of the US hit parade.
It later provided background music in at

least a half-dozen other movies. “Few
artists have left a more indelible mark on
America’s musical landscape than B.J.
Thomas,” his agents said on his fan site. 

“With his smooth, rich voice and unerr-
ing song sense, Thomas’s expansive
career crossed multiple genres, including
country, pop and gospel.” Thomas strug-
gled with drug and alcohol dependence in
the 1970s, but reached a turning point
when he became an evangelical Christian
in 1976, the agents said.  He turned to
gospel music, and his album “Home
Where I Belong,” released that year, sold
more than a million copies. Thomas had
revealed in March that he was suffering
from an advanced form of lung cancer.
Near the end, he posted a statement to
fans, saying, “All I am is just another guy.
I’ve been very lucky. I’ve had a wonderful
life.”— AFP
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