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News in brief

No unwanted mining 

BRAZIL: Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro promised the
Yanomami indigenous people in remarks released
Sunday that there will be no mining on their land unless
they want it. The right-wing president’s remarks come
amid charges by the Yanomami that their lands are
being seized and they themselves are coming under
attack, from people doing mining illegally. “If you do
not want mining, there will be no mining. There are
indigenous brothers in other places, inside and outside
the Amazon that do want mining, that want to cultivate
the land, and we are going to respect their wishes,”
Bolsonaro said in a video released Sunday of a meeting
he held last week with Yanomami leaders. —AFP 

39 dead in eastern DR Congo

BUNIA, DR Congo: At least 39 people have been
killed in two new attacks in the eastern Democratic
Republic of Congo, monitors said yesterday, as a local
official blamed a notorious group linked to the Islamic
State group. “At least 20 civilians were killed overnight
in the village of Boga and at least 19 in the village of
Tchabi,” in Irumu territory in Ituri province, the Kivu
Security Tracker (KST) group said. A local civil society
leader attributed the attacks to the Allied Democratic
Forces (ADF) — a historically Ugandan Islamist group
blamed for a string of massacres in the past 18 months.
Two local officials reached in Boga by AFP said the
assailants attacked a camp for displaced people. They
said 36 bodies had been found so far in Boga, a figure
that had yet to be independently confirmed. —AFP 

French police detain fugitive

PARIS:  Police in southwest France detained yesterday
a former soldier who fled into a forest after firing on
security forces in an incident that sparked a massive
manhunt, officials said. The government’s top official in
the Dordogne region, Frederic Perissat, told a press
conference in Le Lardin-Saint-Lazare that the suspect
was shot and wounded after exchanging fire with
police, and had been taken into custody. Interior
Minister Gerald Darmanin said on Twitter that the man
had been “neutralized” and praised the hundreds of
security forces deployed since Sunday. Authorities had
released earlier yesterday a picture of the suspect,
Terry Dupin, describing the bearded 29-year-old as a
“dangerous individual.”  —AFP

Jet makes emergency landing

WARSAW: Polish police said yesterday they were
investigating a fake bomb threat that forced a Ryanair
passenger plane travelling from Dublin to Krakow to
make an emergency landing in Berlin. “We were noti-
fied by the Krakow airport that an airport employee
received a phone call saying an explosive device had
been planted on the plane,” said regional police
spokesman, Sebastian Glen. “German police checked
and there was no device, no bomb threat at all. So we
know this was a false alarm,” he told AFP.  “The perpe-
trator has not been detained, but we are doing every-
thing possible to establish their identity,” Glen added,
saying the person faces eight years in prison. With 160
people on board, the flight arrived at the Berlin-
Brandenburg airport shortly after 8:00 pm (1800
GMT) Sunday. —AFP 

TULSA, United States: At the foot of modern buildings
on an anonymous street, a few discreet metal plaques
catch the eye. “Grier shoemaker,” “Earl real estate”-
riveted to the ground, they bear the names of Black-
owned businesses that once stood there before being
destroyed during one of the worst racial massacres in
the United States, in 1921. 

A rare vestige of a neighborhood so prosperous it
was called Black Wall Street, the plaques prove that
the history of Greenwood-a historically Black neigh-
borhood of Tulsa, Oklahoma-is understood not by the
monuments that currently stand, but the ones that are
no longer there. On the eve of a visit from President
Joe Biden, popular with African-American voters, who
will attend today’s commemorations of the 100th
anniversary of the massacre, and after a year marked
by the Black Lives Matter movement, the killings res-
onate with current events more than ever.

Destroyed neighborhood 
“They came over and destroyed Greenwood and

burned everything down,” Bobby Eaton, 86, a neighbor-
hood resident and former civil rights activist, told AFP. A
century ago, in the southern US town, the arrest of a
young Black man accused of assaulting a white woman
sparked one of the worst outpourings of racial violence
ever seen in the country. On May 31, 1921, after the arrest
of Dick Rowland, hundreds of furious white people gath-
ered outside the Tulsa courthouse, signaling to Black
residents that a lynching-a common practice at the time
and until as recently as the 1960s — was imminent.

A group of African-American World War I veterans,
some of them armed, mobilized in an attempt to pro-
tect Rowland. Tensions spiked and shots were fired.
Fewer in number, the African-American residents
retreated to Greenwood, known at the time for its eco-
nomic prosperity and many businesses. The next day,
at dawn, white men looted and burned the buildings,
chasing down and beating Black people living there. All
day long, they ransacked Black Wall Street-police not
only did not intervene but joined in the destruction-
until nothing was left but ruins and ashes, killing up to

300 people in the process. The destruction left some
10,000 people homeless.

With a blue cap on his head and a T-shirt commem-
orating the massacre’s centennial pulled over his shirt,
Eaton feels marked by this event that he never saw but
heard so much about as a child in his father’s barber
shop. “I learned a lot about the riots as a very young
person, that has never left my memory,” he said.

‘Don’t own the land’ 
In his opinion, as with many others in the neighbor-

hood, it was the African-American prosperity that
sparked the destruction. “That caused a great amount
of jealousy, and it’s still doing so. “That mentality that
destroyed Greenwood to begin with, to a great extent
still exists right here in Tulsa,” Eaton said. Even 100
years after the massacre, racial tensions remain high.

In the Black Wall Street Liquid Lounge-a coffee
shop named, like many businesses in Greenwood, in
homage to the neighborhood’s golden age-Kode
Ransom, a 32-year-old African-American man, sports
long dreadlocks and a big smile as he greets cus-
tomers. A happy co-manager of the business, he has
one regret: not owning the walls around him. “People
hear ‘Black Wall Street,’ they think that it’s completely
controlled by Black people. It’s actually not,” he said.

Ransom estimates that about 20 African-
American-owned businesses exist in Greenwood, and
they all pay rent. “We don’t own the land,” he said. An
urban planning policy, called urban renewal, carried
out by the Tulsa city council since the 1960s, has had
the effect of driving out African-American owners
whose houses or businesses, deemed dilapidated,
were demolished to make way for new buildings. The
construction of a seven-lane highway through the
middle of the main street finished disfiguring the
neighborhood. “At the time when Greenwood was
Greenwood, you had 40 blocks, and now it’s all being
condensed down to half of a street... and even on that
half of a street it’s still not really just Black Wall
Street,” said Ransom, sighing.

A few meters from the cafe, in the Greenwood Art

Gallery, manager Queen Alexander, 31, arranges the
exhibited paintings, which celebrate African-American
culture. She also pays rent-and it’s about to go up by
30 percent. The opening of a large museum dedicated
to the neighborhood’s history, the Greenwood Rising
History Center, which will officially open tomorrow, has
caused rent for the surrounding businesses to increase.
One of her acquaintances, who had run a beauty salon
in Greenwood for more than 40 years, was evicted.
“She couldn’t afford the rent,” said Alexander.

Outside the bay windows of her gallery, Alexander

observes the gentrification at work. “You do see now
white people walking their dogs, and riding their bikes,
in neighborhoods that you would never have seen them
before,” she said, noting the opening of a baseball field,
a Starbucks and “a college that I probably couldn’t
afford. For her, Greenwood without its African-
American owners and historic buildings is no longer
really Black Wall Street but “Greenwood district with
some Black business leases.” And “if we all get evicted
tomorrow, this is white Wall Street.” —AFP

Police not only did not intervene but joined in the destruction

100 years after Tulsa race massacre,
African Americans still feel outcast

Democrat walk out
scuppers Texas
vote overhaul
AUSTIN, United States: Democrats in the Texas
legislature used a dramatic walk-out late Sunday
to torpedo Republican plans for a restrictive vot-
ing bill that President Joe Biden had decried as
voter suppression and an “assault on democracy.”
The law would-among other changes-make mail-in
voting more difficult by requiring voters to give
extra information, bar local officials from sending
absentee ballot applications to anyone who did not
request one, and end after-hours and drive-
through voting.

Supporters say Senate Bill 7 is designed to make
voting more secure, but critics say it aims to make it
more cumbersome for ethnic-minority voters, who
tend to vote Democrat. “Republicans came into the
legislative session hell-bent on passing legislation
that would rig our democracy for their team,”
Democrat state representative Jessica Gonzalez
tweeted after the walk-out. “Tonight, Texas Dems

drew a line in the sand and made it clear that we will
fight day and night, every tactic available to us, for
your right to vote.”

But the bill could yet make it into law. Texas
Governor Greg Abbott said after its defeat that he
would call a special session to get it through the
legislature. At about 10.45 pm Sunday, as the bill
was discussed on the floor of the State House, the
Democratic members departed the chamber en
masse, leaving the body short of the required 100
members in attendance to pass anything. Local
media reported that House Democratic Caucus
chair Chris Turner sparked the exodus by texting all
members to say: “Take your key and leave the
chamber discretely. Do not go to the gallery. Leave
the building.”

The session was then adjourned, ending any
hopes of the bill passing in this legislative term.
However, Abbott, a Republican who backs the
election changes, raised the possibility of a special
session to push them through. “Election Integrity
& Bail Reform were emergency items for this leg-
islative session. They STILL must pass,” he tweet-
ed. “They will be added to the special session
agenda.” In a tweet, Texas House Republicans
decried the walk-out.

“The Texas House Republican Caucus condemns

the actions of their colleagues in the Texas House
who chose to vacate their Constitutional responsi-
bility and leave millions of Texans without resolu-
tion on key issues in the final hours of the legislative
session,” they said. Republicans say the bill is need-
ed to head off election fraud, as claimed by Donald
Trump in his repeated false assertions that he beat
Biden last November and that the presidential elec-
tion was stolen from him. —AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden and First Lady
Jill Biden walk across The Ellipse, near the White
House, upon return to Washington, DC yesterday. —AFP

Somaliland 
votes in long 
overdue elections 
MOGADISHU, Somalia:  Voters in the self-declared
republic of Somaliland cast their ballots yesterday
in elections that authorities say demonstrate the
capacity for peaceful democratic elections in the
troubled Horn of Africa. More than one million vot-
ers were registered for the parliamentary and coun-
cil elections in the breakaway northwestern region,
which declared independence from Somalia 30
years ago but lacks international recognition. Both
votes were long overdue, and it was the first time
national and local elections were held together, with
long queues reported at some polling stations.

President Muse Bihi Abdi and the leaders of
Somaliland’s two opposition parties called for an
orderly vote as they cast their ballots in the capi-
tal Hargeisa. “Somaliland votes for peace. It is an
honor for our people (and) the Horn of Africa at
large,” Muse posted on his off icial  Twitter

account.  Elections for the president are held sep-
arately and not due until Muse’s five-year term
expires in late 2022.

Voters as young as 15 — the legal age of adult-
hood in Somaliland-were tasked with choosing from
nearly 250 candidates running for 82 parliamentary
seats, and about 1,000 contesting 249 councilor
posts. “This election was very competitive, and the
turnout is amazing,” said Dahir Ahmed, a police offi-
cer guarding a polling station in Hargeisa. “People
started getting in line before daybreak, enthusiasti-
cally waiting to cast their votes. Security is tight...
We’re looking forward to a peaceful end of voting.”

Both elections were years overdue-the last par-
liamentary ballot was in 2005 — so this vote repre-
sents “an important moment for democracy in
Somaliland,” said a UK-funded independent moni-
toring team. The national electoral commission con-
ceded that delayed polls were a stubborn feature of
past votes in Somaliland but that all “were conduct-
ed in a peaceful and inclusive manner, a very rare
occurrence in this volatile Horn of Africa region.”

Somaliland’s orderly election and universal fran-
chise stand in stark contrast to Somalia, which is
barely held together by a weak central government
in Mogadishu, and has not held a one-person, one-

vote poll in 50 years. Mogadishu and the leaders of
Somalia’s five semi-autonomous states this month
agreed to hold long-overdue elections within 60
days, after a prior timetable collapsed because of
violence. The promised vote is indirect, like in past
elections, with special delegates chosen by clan
leaders who pick lawmakers, who in turn choose the
president. —AFP

HARGEISA, Somalia: Supporters dance and chant during a
rally of the ruling Kulmiye Party for Somaliland’s elections
which was scheduled yesterday, in Hargeisa. —AFP

Scores of children
abducted from Islamic
seminary in Nigeria
KANO, Nigeria: Gunmen kidnapped scores of chil-
dren from an Islamic seminary in central Nigeria,
officials said, the latest mass abduction to hit
Africa’s most populous nation. Some 200 children
were at the school in Niger state on Sunday during
the attack, the local government tweeted, adding
“an unconfirmed number” were taken. The abduc-
tion came a day after 14 students from a university
in northwestern Nigeria were freed after 40 days in
captivity, one of a series of kidnappings to target
colleges and schools since December.

Niger state police spokesman Wasiu Abiodun
said the attackers arrived on motorbikes in and
started shooting indiscriminately, killing one resident

and injuring another, before kidnapping the children
from the Salihu Tanko Islamic school. One of the
school’s officials, who asked not to be named, said
the attackers initially took more than 100 children
“but later sent back those they considered too small
for them, those between four and 12 years old”.

The state government, in a series of tweets, said
the attackers had released 11 of the pupils who were
“too small and couldn’t walk” very far. In a later
Twitter thread, the state added the governor Sani
Bello had directed “security agencies to bring back
(the) children as soon as possible”.

‘Bandits’ 
The kidnappings in northwest and central

Nigeria are complicating chal lenges facing
President Muhammadu Buhari’s security forces,
who are batt l ing a more than decade-long
Islamist insurgency in the northeast. Armed
gangs, known locally as bandits, are terrorizing
inhabitants in northwest and central Nigeria by

looting villages, stealing cattle, and taking people
hostage for ransom. Since December 2020,
before the attack on Sunday, 730 children and
students had been kidnapped.

Gangs have often targeted schools in remote
areas, where pupils live in dormitories with little
security protection, before taking their victims deep
into nearby forests to negotiate.  On April 20, gun-
men stormed Greenfield University in northwestern
Nigeria and kidnapped around 20 students, killing a
member of the school’s staff in the attack. Five stu-
dents were executed a few days later to force fami-
lies and the government to pay a ransom. Fourteen
were released on Saturday.

Nigeria has been plagued by kidnappings for
years, with criminals largely targeting the wealthy
and prominent. But more recently, the poor have
also become victims. Earlier this month, hundreds
of protesters partially blocked a motorway into
the capital Abuja after a spate of kidnappings in
the area. —AFP

TULSA, United States: Three men walk down a road in the Greenwood district in Tulsa, Oklahoma. —AFP


