
Global warming 
blamed for 1 in 3 
heat deaths
PARIS: More than a third of summer
heat-related fatalities are due to climate
change, researchers said yesterday, warn-
ing of even higher death tolls as global
temperatures climb. Previous research on
how climate change affects human health
has mostly projected future risks from
heatwaves, droughts, wild fires and other
extreme events made worse by global
warming. How much worse depends on
how quickly humanity curbs carbon emis-
sions, which hit record levels in 2019 but
dipped sharply during the pandemic.

But a new study by an international
team of 70 experts is one of the first -
and the largest - to look at health conse-
quences that have already happened, the
authors said. The findings, published in
Nature Climate Change, were stark: Data
from 732 locations in 43 countries spread
across every inhabited continent revealed
that, on average, 37 percent of all heat-
related deaths can be attributed directly
to global warming.

“Climate change is not something in
the distant future,” senior author Antonio
Gasparrini, a professor of biostatistics
and epidemiology at the London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, told
AFP. “We can already measure negative
impacts on health, in addition to the
known environmental and ecological
effects.” The authors said their methods -
if extended worldwide - would add up to
more than 100,000 heat-related deaths
per year laid squarely at the feet of man-
made climate change.

Differences across countries 
That number could be an underesti-

mate because two of the regions for
which data was largely missing - south
Asia and central Africa - are known to be
especially vulnerable to extreme heat
deaths. The 100,000 figure is consistent
with a recent analysis from the Institute
for Health Metrics and Evaluations
(IHME), published in The Lancet.

Th IHME calculated just over 300,000
heat-related deaths worldwide from all
causes in 2019. If just over a third of
those deaths are due to climate change,
as Gasparrini’s team reported, the global
total would indeed be more than
100,000. India accounted for more than a
third of the total in the IHME tally, and
four of the five worst-hit countries were
in south Asia and central Africa.

The share of heat-related deaths
attributable to global warming in the
new study varied widely from country to
country. In the United States, Australia,
France, Britain and Spain, for example,
that percentage was roughly in line with
the average across a l l  countr ies ,
between 35 and 39 percent.For Mexico,
South Africa, Thailand, Vietnam and
Chile, the figure rose above 40 percent.

And for half-a-dozen countries -
Brazil , Peru, Colombia, the
Phil ippines, Kuwait and
Guatemala - the percentage of
heat-related mortality caused
by climate change was 60 per-
cent or more. A complex
methodology combining health
data and temperature records
from 1991 to 2018, coupled with
climate modell ing, al lowed
researchers to contrast the
actual number of heat-related
deaths with how many fewer
deaths there would have been
without manmade warming.

Adapt or die 
The researchers found that it is not the

increase in average summer temperature
- up 1.5C since 1991 in the locations
examined - that boosted death rates, but
heatwaves: how long they last, nightime
temperatures, and humidity levels. Also
crucial is the ability of the population to
adapt. If 95 percent of the population has
air conditioning, mortality will be lower.
But if they don’t, or if farmers must work
outside in 45C (113F) heat to feed their
families, the impacts can be catastrophic. 

Even wealthy nations remain vulnera-
ble: in 2003, a relentless heatwave in
western Europe claimed 70,000 lives.
Deadly heatwaves that might have
occurred once a century before climate
change kicked in could, by mid-century,
happen far more frequently, scientists
warn. The burgeoning field of attribution
climate science measures by how much,
for example, a typhoon’s intensity, a
drought’s duration, or a storm surge’s
destruction has been amplified by global
warming. But little research has tried to
do the same for human health, notes Dan
Mitchell , a researcher at the Cabot
Institute for the Environment at the
University of Bristol. — AFP 
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COPENHAGEN: France warned yesterday that
alleged US spying on European allies using Danish
underwater cables would be “extremely serious” if
confirmed, as questions mounted over whether
Denmark knew what the US was doing. In an inves-
tigative report on Sunday, Danish public broadcaster
Danmarks Radio (DR) and other European media
outlets said the US National Security Agency (NSA)
had eavesdropped on Danish underwater Internet
cables from 2012 to 2014 to spy on top politicians in
Germany, Sweden, Norway and France.

The NSA was able to access text messages, tele-
phone calls and Internet traffic including searches,
chats and messaging services - including those of
Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel, then-foreign
minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier and then-opposi-
tion leader Peer Steinbruck, DR said. “It is extreme-
ly serious,” France’s Europe Minister Clement
Beaune told France Info radio.

“We need to see if our partners in the EU, the
Danes, have committed errors or faults in their
cooperation with American services,” he said.
“Between allies, there must be trust, a minimal
cooperation, so these potential facts are serious,”
said the minister. He said the facts must first “be
verified” and then “conclusions drawn in terms of
cooperation”.

‘Unacceptable’ 
Denmark’s neighbors also demanded explana-

tions. “It’s unacceptable if countries which have
close allied cooperation feel the need to spy on one
another,” Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Solberg
told public broadcaster NRK. She said Norway had
asked Denmark “for all the information they have”.
Swedish Defense Minister Peter Hultqvist said he
had been “in contact with Denmark’s defense minis-
ter to ask if Danish platforms have been used to spy
on Swedish politicians.”

A German government spokesman said Monday
that Berlin was “in contact with all relevant national
and international interlocutors to get clarification”.
DR said the NSA had taken advantage of a surveil-
lance collaboration with Denmark’s military intelli-
gence unit FE to eavesdrop. But it was unclear
whether Denmark knew at the time that the US was
using the cables to spy on Denmark’s neighbors.

Contacted by AFP, Denmark’s military intelli-
gence unit refused to comment on the revelations.
Defense Minister Trine Bramsen, who took over
the defense portfolio in June 2019, has neither
confirmed nor denied DR’s report, telling AFP only
that “systematic eavesdropping of close allies is
unacceptable”.

US eavesdropping on European leaders is, how-
ever, not new. In 2013, former NSA contractor
Edward Snowden revealed thousands of classified
documents exposing the vast US surveillance put in
place after the September 11, 2001 attacks. Among
other things, the documents showed the US govern-
ment was spying on its own citizens and carrying
out widespread tapping worldwide, including of
Merkel’s mobile phone.

However, if the Danish-US spying is confirmed, it
went on during and after the 2013 Snowden affair.
In 2014, following the Snowden scandal, a secret
internal working group at FE began looking into
whether the NSA had used the Danish-US spying
collaboration - called XKeyscore - to spy on
Denmark’s allies, DR said. The group’s report, code-
named Operation Dunhammer, was presented to
top FE management in May 2015. What happened
after that is not yet known.

‘New pieces of the puzzle’ 
Bramsen was however informed of the spying in

August 2020, according to DR. Shortly after that,
FE director Lars Findsen, his predecessor who was

in the post until 2015 Thomas Ahrenkiel, and three
other FE employees were removed from their posi-
tions but no full explanation was made public. At the
time, the government said an audit had raised suspi-
cions that FE was conducting illegal surveillance
between 2014 and 2020.

In November 2020, DR revealed that the US had
used the Danish cables to spy on the Danish and
European defence industries from 2012 to 2015. A
month later, Denmark’s justice ministry ordered a
commission of inquiry into FE’s operations. Its con-
clusions are due at the end of 2021. Snowden, who

now lives in Russia, called on Twitter for “full public
disclosure” from Denmark and the US.

The latest revelations are “new pieces of the
puzzle,” Thomas Wegener Friis, an intelligence
expert and professor at the University of Southern
Denmark, told AFP. “It’s exactly the same kind of
scandal as the one with German services helping
the Americans to spy a few years ago,” he added.
Denmark is one of the United States’ closest
European allies and sent troops to fight in Iraq. It is
the only Nordic country that is both a member of
NATO and the EU. — AFP  

Europe seeks answers over spying 
US spied on Merkel, European allies with Danish help: Media

BERLIN: This file photo taken on Oct 25, 2013 shows the US flag flying on top of the US embassy next to the
German parliament. — AFP 

Turkey, Greece 
smooth relations
after Ankara spat
ATHENS: Greece and Turkey yesterday
smoothed over their most recent diplo-
matic spat by setting up a June meeting
between their respective leaders, offi-
cials said. Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis will meet Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan during a NATO
summit in Brussels on June 14, Greek
Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias said
after holding talks with his Turkish coun-
terpart in Athens.

The talks in Athens between Dendias
and Mevlut Cavusoglu were designed to
“attempt a procedure of preliminary
understanding” and “gradually normal-
ize” relations, Dendias said. A “limited
list” of economic partnerships had also
been agreed, Dendias said, without elab-
orating. Cavusoglu said Turkey wanted

to pursue talks with Greece “without
prerequisites and without terms”,
according to the official translation. The
ministers did not take any questions from
reporters.

Some Greek analysts say Erdogan
favors talks with Greece ahead of a
scheduled meeting at the NATO summit
with US President Joe Biden, who
appears less accommodating toward
Ankara than his predecessor Donald
Trump. “At this point in time, Turkey is
seeking a rapprochement - but on its
own terms,” said Kostas Lavdas, profes-
sor of European politics at Athens’
Panteion university. “Turkey has a posi-
tive stance because it needs to,” Lavdas
told state TV ERT, also pointing to an
upcoming EU summit expected to dis-
cuss Turkish relations in late June.

Greek-Turkish relations last year went
through several flare-ups over migration,
regional energy exploration, a Turkish-
Libya agreement disputed by Athens and
Erdogan’s persistent questioning of post-
war treaties with Greece. On Sunday,
Cavusoglu’s description of the Muslim

minority living in northeastern Greece as
“Turkish” while on a private visit to the
area prompted an angry response from
the Greek foreign ministry.

“The Muslim minority in Thrace has
about 120,000 Greek inhabitants,” the
ministry said in a statement. “Turkey’s
constant attempts to distort this reality,
as well as the allegations of non-protec-
tion of the rights of these citizens, or of
discrimination, are unfounded and are
rejected in their entirety,” it added. The
status of Greece’s Muslim minority is
one of several points of contention
between the two NATO allies.

Relations also plunged last year dur-
ing a face-off over energy deposits in
the eastern Mediterranean Sea. Greece
has also accused Turkey of orchestrating
an attempted incursion by thousands of
asylum seekers last year. And Ankara’s
move last year to convert the revered
Byzantine-era Hagia Sophia cathedral
from a museum into a mosque also
sparked fury from Athens.

Turkey has often claimed that Greece
fails to protect the rights of its Muslim

minority, many of whom are of Turkish
descent and Turkish-speaking. Cavusoglu
had also raised the issue with his Greek
counterpart Nikos Dendias during a heat-
ed press conference in Ankara in April. In
turn, Dendias said Turkey was “violating”
international law and Greece’s sovereign

rights, claiming that the Turkish air force
had conducted hundreds of illegal flights
over Greek soil. Athens and Ankara in
January also revived informal talks on
maritime zone differences, a process that
had stalled since 2016, but without a
breakthrough so far. — AFP  

ATHENS: Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu (left) speaks with Greek Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis (center) and Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias before their
meeting yesterday. — AFP 


