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Kuwait Crown Prince’s Saudi 
Arabia visit historic: Ambassador

Sheikh Mishal receives chamber of commerce’s chairman
KUWAIT: His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah along 
with an official accompanying 
delegation are due to travel to 
Saudi Arabia today on an official 
visit. His Highness the Crown 
Prince had received at Seif Palace 
yesterday chairman of Kuwait 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (KCCI) Mohammad 
Jassem Al-Saqer. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia said 
yesterday that His Highness the 
Crown Prince’s visit to Saudi 
Arabia is “historic” and reflective 
of the strong brotherly ties. 
Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Sabah 
affirmed that the visit would con-
tribute to further bolster rela-
tions. This is the first official visit 

by His Highness Sheikh Mishal in 
his capacity as Crown Prince and 
it came at an invitation by Saudi 
Crown Prince Deputy Prime 
Minister, and Minister of Defense 
Mohammad bin Salman. 

The Ambassador added His 
Highness Sheikh Mishal’s choice 
of Saudi Arabia as the first coun-
try to visit in his current capacity 
reflected the strength of Kuwaiti-
Saudi ties. He noted that the visit 
would display the deeply rooted 
relations linking the leaderships 
of both countries, saying that 
such fact will be beneficial for the 
people of Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
also share social and traditional 
customs. 

Through numerous challenges 
and mutual struggles, the Kuwaiti 

and Saudi people managed to 
come through due to the strong 
collaboration, which highlighted 
ties. The relations were further 
solidified in 2018, when the then 
Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah and the then 
Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-
Jubair signed an agreement to 
establish the joint Kuwaiti-Saudi 
coordination council, which was 
tasked to overview all aspects of 
cooperation amongst the two 
countries. The two countries 
signed, on December 24, 2019, an 
agreement affiliated with an 
accord for dividing the neutral 
zone and another one on parti-
tioning the adjacent submerged 
zone. - KUNA 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets chairman of Kuwait 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) Mohammad Jassem Al-Saqer. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Interior Sheikh 
Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Sabah and his Pakistani coun-
terpart Sheikh Rashid Ahmad on Sunday discussed 
some topics of common concern, and mechanisms 
of coordination and cooperation in all domains 
relating to security. The talks focused on sharing 

information and expertise between the two min-
istries, and a number of regional and international 
issues, the ministry’s security media and public 
relations department said in a statement. The 
Kuwaiti minister lauded the depth of relations 
between the two countries and their nations, 

stressing the importance of such meetings in shar-
ing views in several security issues that concern the 
two sides, it added. He also extolled the outstand-
ing role of Pakistan’s medical staff during combat-
ing the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Meanwhile, 
the Pakistani minister expressed appreciation to 

Kuwait for hospitality and care for Pakistan’s com-
munity in Kuwait, affirming continued coordination 
and cooperation between the two sides. The 
Pakistani minister accompanied by a high-level del-
egation arrived in Kuwait earlier in the day on a 
two-day official visit. — KUNA

Interior Minister, Pakistani counterpart discuss cooperation

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Interior Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Sabah meets his Pakistani counterpart Sheikh Rashid Ahmad. — KUNA photos 
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announced the lifting of the ban by Kuwait dur-

ing a visit by former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to 
Kuwait. However, the decision was never imple-
mented.  

“I came under the direction of our Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, and in a kind gesture of good-
will, the Kuwaiti government allowed 72 prisoners 

to be transferred to Pakistan to serve their sen-
tences there. Unfortunately, only six agreed to be 
shifted to Pakistan. We are arranging their flight 
back home soon,” Ahmad said. 

Asked about the impact of the withdrawal of US 
troops from Afghanistan, Ahmad said peace in 
neighboring Afghanistan is peace for Pakistan too. 
“The Taleban have been deep-rooted in our 
provinces too, but the good news is that around 87 
percent of the Afghan border has been fenced - for 
the first time in 70 years - to ensure peace and sta-
bility. The remaining fencing will be done in two 
months. We support the democratic process in 
Afghanistan, and are waiting to see the situation in 
the next few months or so,” he said. 

Kuwait resumes 
visa issuance...

YANTAI, China: Children play at a kindergarten in Yantai in China's eastern Shandong province yesterday. — AFP
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Politburo led by Xi announced a further loosen-

ing of the state’s control over the size of families. 
“To actively respond to the ageing population... a 

couple can have three children,” state media Xinhua 
reported. The Politburo meeting promised “accompa-
nying support measures” including improving mater-
nity leave, universal childcare and lowering the costs 
of education, but without giving firm commitments. 

The announcement was met with widespread 
ridicule on Chinese social media platform Weibo, 
tapping into a deep unease with long working 
hours, skyrocketing house prices and the rising 
burden to provide for ageing relatives that frames 
modern life. “For Chinese millennials one couple 
must support four grandparents as well as three 
kids? Can the country give a hero’s award to each 
of them?” read one comment that gained over 
3,000 likes. 

Others said the policy could only be taken up by 
those with money. “The poor don’t dare have kids, 
in two more generations there will only be rich peo-
ple left,” another user commented. A poll on Weibo 
shared by Xinhua asking readers their reaction to 
the news later appeared to have been deleted after 
over 25,000 responded that they would not consid-

er having three children. 
China’s gender balance has been skewed by 

decades of the one-child policy, and a traditional 
social preference for boys which prompted a gener-
ation of sex-selective abortions and abandoned 
baby girls. And for a younger generation of women 
with changing priorities amid the unrelenting pres-
sures of urban life in China, there remains a wide-
spread aversion to having children. 

“I don’t want to have even a single child,” a 27-
year-old single woman from Zhejiang province 
who gave her name only as Wendy told AFP. 
“Nobody around me wants to have kids.” Most 
experts agree that the policy alone will not reverse 
China’s declining fertility, though it sends a sym-
bolic message after decades of the one-child limit 
that was often brutally enforced by forced abor-
tions and sterilizations. 

“Most families have a preference for few children 
now - akin to the rest of Northeast Asia,” said 
Lauren Johnston, a China economics and demogra-
phy researcher at SOAS University of London. “By 
the time of the next census will there be many third 
children? Probably few.” 

A third of Chinese are forecast to be elderly by 
2050, heaping huge pressure on the state to pro-
vide pensions and healthcare. Ye Liu, lecturer in 
international development at King’s College 
London, said the new policy was “unlikely to incen-
tivize birth rates dramatically”. “The government 
shifts the responsibility of ageing population to 
individual families without concrete financial and 
policy commitments.” — AFP  

China allows  
couples to have...

GENEVA: World Health Organization members 
agreed yesterday to strengthen the global body at 
the heart of the pandemic response and give it a 
more secure financial base from which to future 
health crisis. Many of the details of the concrete 
measures needed have been left to a future date, as 
members continue to debate how much power to 
cede to UN body. 

But WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
hailed the resolution passed on the last day of the 
UN health agency’s annual meeting of its 194 mem-
ber states as “historic”. “The world needs a 
stronger WHO at the center of the global health 
architecture,” he said. A year and a half after the 
start of the Covid-19 pandemic that has killed more 
than 3.5 million people, member states agreed to 
strengthen the organization at the heart of the 
global response to the crisis. 

The 14-page resolution adopted yesterday 
vowed among other things to remove the uncer-
tainty around the organization’s funding. Member 
states committed to “ensure the adequate, flexible, 
sustainable and predictable financing of WHO’s 
program budget”. Only about 16 percent of the 
agency’s budget currently comes from regular 
membership fees. The rest comes coming from vol-
untary contributions which are heavily earmarked 
by countries for particular projects. 

Tedros pointed out that even in the midst of the 
crisis, low and uncertain funding levels had meant 
programs were being planned “in a debilitating 
cycle of financial ebb and flow”. “WHO cannot 
grow stronger without sustainable financing,” he 
said in closing remarks to the 74th World Health 
Assembly, which has been held virtually over the 
past week. “We cannot pay people with praise.”  

With yesterday’s resolution, countries also 
agreed to “strengthen WHO’s capacity to rapidly 

and appropriately assess disease outbreaks” of 
possible global concern. But they put off deciding 
most of the steps required, and some members are 
resisting moves to hand more power and independ-
ence to the WHO for fear it might encroach on their 
sovereignty. 

They decided to create a new working group to 
study and streamline numerous recommendations 
presented by three independent panels, and create 
concrete proposals for next year’s assembly to 
consider. The expert panels had painted a bleak 
picture, finding that countries and institutions had 
been woefully unprepared to deal with COVID-19. 
They called for a total overhaul of the global alarm 
system, and for a stronger, more independent WHO 
to help avert future pandemics. 

Yesterday’s resolution called on all countries to 
increase their ability to detect new threats and to 
communicate such threats effectively at home and 
abroad. To ensure all nations do their part, the res-
olution asked Tedros to consider creating a pilot 
project in which countries would submit their pan-
demic preparedness plans to regular peer reviews 
by other member states - just as they undergo 
reviews of their rights situations before the UN 
Human Rights Council. 

The resolution stopped short of explicitly back-
ing the experts’ recommendation to hand the WHO 
broader powers to launch investigations or com-
municate about health threats without waiting for a 
green light from the countries concerned. The 
member states also decided to put off until 
November discussions about whether or not to 
move towards creating an international pandemic 
treaty. 

Tedros urged countries to “seize the moment”, 
insisting a treaty on pandemic preparedness 
would go a long way to “strengthen both WHO 
and global health security”. “We need a genera-
tional commitment that outlives budgetary cycles, 
election cycles and media cycles,” he said. “Other 
crises will demand our attention and distract us 
from the urgency of taking action,” he warned. “If 
we make that mistake, we risk perpetuating the 
same cycle of panic and neglect that has led us to 
the point.” — AFP  

WHO chief hails  
agreement to  
boost organization


