
TOKYO: Novak Djokovic said he is “getting better and better”
after easing into the Tokyo Olympics men’s tennis semi-finals yes-
terday with a straight-sets thrashing of Japanese hope Kei
Nishikori. The world number one, chasing a calendar Golden
Grand Slam, ended home interest in the tennis with a ruthless 6-
2, 6-0 victory in only 70 minutes.

Djokovic has never won the Olympic singles title, with a bronze
medal in 2008 his best result at the Games, but will face either
Alexander Zverev or Jeremy Chardy in the last four. “I’m very
happy, my best performance in the tournament,” said the top seed.
“Matches are not getting easier, but my level of tennis is getting
better and better. I’ve done that many, many times in my career. I
know that I’m (the) kind of player that the further the tournament
goes, the better I’m feeling on the court.”

The 34-year-old Serb, who has already captured the Australian
Open, French Open and Wimbledon titles this season, was never
in trouble against Nishikori, who made 16 unforced errors. The
former world number four did save two match points in the final
game, but Djokovic made no mistake on the next opportunity.

The quarter-final was played in cooler conditions than earlier
in the tournament after Djokovic lobbied organizers to change the
schedule, moving the day’s start time from 11:00 am local time
(0200 GMT) to 3:00 pm. It was also the second match on the cen-
ter court at the Ariake Tennis Park, after the women’s semi-final
between Belinda Bencic and Elena Rybakina lasted almost three
hours in the still suffocating heat.

“It was fantastic. Playing after five (pm) is completely differ-

ent,” said Djokovic. “Obviously, there is a little bit of a breeze, but
still very, very humid, you sweat a lot, but you don’t have the heat,
you don’t have the sun that, in combination with the humidity, is
just brutal.”

Japanese disappointment 
Djokovic was also in action later yesterday in the mixed dou-

bles quarter-finals alongside Nina Stojanovic, facing Germany’s
Kevin Krawietz and Laura Siegemund. Nishikori, who has
slipped to 69th in the world rankings after suffering from mul-
tiple injuries in recent years, was the last remaining medal
chance for the hosts after Ena Shibahara and Ben McLachlan
bowed out of the mixed doubles.

Four-time Grand Slam champion Naomi Osaka, who lit the
Olympic cauldron in Friday’s opening ceremony, was knocked
out in the third round earlier this week. “Both sets I didn’t have
good start, that was the bad thing I did today,” said Nishikori.
“I just tried to play the best guy on the tour today, and I was
trying to be a little more aggressive and positive, but he was
playing too good.”

Nishikori believes that Djokovic has a real chance of winning
the gold medal and then the US Open to make history by be-
coming the first man to win a Golden Slam - a feat only achieved
by Steffi Graf in 1988. “The way he’s played today, this week
and last couple months, it’s been amazing, so I’m sure he has a
lot of a chance,” he said. The men’s singles semi-finals take
place today.  — AFP

Djokovic says he’s ‘getting better’ 
after cruising into Olympic semis

TOKYO: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates defeating Japan’s Kei Nishikori dur-
ing their Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games men’s singles quarterfinal tennis match at
the Ariake Tennis Park yesterday. —AFP

Stars frustrated on 
weather-hit day as 
Straka leads golf
KAWAGOE: Unheralded Austrian Sepp Straka was the surprise
leader after a weather-interrupted first round of the Tokyo 2020
Olympics golf tournament yesterday as home favorite Hideki
Matsuyama and British Open champion Collin Morikawa suf-
fered frustrating starts. 

World number 161 Straka took advantage of early benign
conditions to set the pace with a bogey-free eight-under par
63 at Kasumigaseki Country Club. He leads by a stroke from
Thailand’s former Asian Tour Order of Merit winner Jazz
Janewattananond. Matsuyama and Morikawa both finished at
two-under par 69, either side of play being suspended for
more than two hours in the afternoon because of a lightning
storm. “Just simply I didn’t play well today,” lamented Mat-
suyama who has not played since the US Open in June be-
cause of testing positive for COVID-19. “Towards the end
there was a little bit of a mental fatigue and my focus kind of
faded away,” he admitted. “So that’s something that I need to
put together.”

World number three Morikawa is spearheading a powerful
four-man USA team in a tournament that had some of the gloss
taken off by the late COVID withdrawals of world number one
Jon Rahm of Spain and American Bryson DeChambeau. World
number four Justin Thomas, who has won four of his 14 PGA Tour
titles in Asia, saw a series of putts lip out as he recorded 18
straight pars for a 71. —AFP

Support for South 
Korean Olympian 
after sexist abuse 
TOKYO: A South Korean archer who has bagged two Olympic gold
medals in Tokyo was flooded with messages of support from women yes-
terday after her short hair became a lightning rod for online abuse from
men. Male commenters had said An San’s choice of hairstyle suggested she
was a feminist, some of them demanding she apologize and even that she
give back her Olympic medals.

While South Korea is the world’s 12th-largest economy and a leading
technological power, it remains a male-dominated society with a poor
record on women’s rights. The outbreak of online misogyny comes as an
anti-feminism backlash grows in the country, with companies accused of
endorsing “extreme feminism” facing boycotts by men and issuing public
apologies. An, 20, has won two gold medals in the women’s team and mixed
team archery. She scored 680 to top the women’s individual qualification at
the Tokyo Games, breaking an Olympic record that has stood since 1996.
She is aiming for her third gold medal in Tokyo in the ongoing women’s in-
dividual event. Many South Korean women, including well-known figures,
came out to condemn the comments. “Even if you win an Olympic gold
medal with your own skills and abilities, as long as sexism persists in our so-
ciety, you get insulted and asked to be deprived of your medal just because
you have short hair,” tweeted Jang Hye-yeong, a woman lawmaker. “We are
facing a strange day in which Korean archery is now the best in the world,
but the national dignity is thrown to the ground because of sexism.”

At least 6,000 photographs of women with short hair were posted on
social media platforms to show support for An, according to local reports.
Among women posting the images were actress Koo Hye-sun and law-
maker Ryu Ho-jeong - the country’s youngest MP, who was once criticized
for wearing a dress to parliament. The website of the Korea Archery Asso-
ciation - which did not immediately respond to AFP’s request for comment

- was flooded by at least 1,500 messages in support of her. The men whose
angry messages sparked the storm had further accused An of having used
expressions with anti-male undertones. “We didn’t train and feed you with
tax money so that you can commit feminist acts,” one of the men wrote on
An’s Instagram account. Young South Korean women have enjoyed un-
precedented campaigning successes in recent years - fighting to legalise
abortion and organising a widespread #MeToo movement, and taking ac-
tion against spycam videos secretly filmed in public places, which led to
the largest women’s rights demonstrations in Korean history.

There have also been protests against the country’s strict beauty stan-
dards - with campaigners sharing viral videos of themselves cropping their
hair short and smashing up their make-up products. But it has also trig-
gered a strong backlash in the country, and feminism is often framed as
selfish, and anti-men. “It’s been very disheartening to see women, including
an olympic champion, being pressured to explain and even apologize about
their own choices and bodies, when it really should be no one’s business,”
women’s rights activist Kwon Soo-hyun told AFP. —AFP

TOKYO: South Korea’s An San competes in the women’s individual eliminations
at Yumenoshima Park Archery Field yesterday. —AFP
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