
Dominican music
legend Johnny
Ventura dies aged 81

Legendary Dominican singer and song-
writer Johnny Ventura, considered one of
the greatest exponents of merengue, has

died from a heart attack at the age of 81,
health officials said. Winner of six Latin
Grammys over a 60-year career, Ventura shot
to fame after forming his own merengue and
salsa orchestra called the “combo show,” con-
sidered one of the most significant bands in
Dominican musical history. The Dominican
Republic’s president, Luis Abinader, declared
three days of mourning following his death on
Wednesday and said the singer would receive
military honors.

The Dominican Ministry of Culture tweeted
that it “deeply regrets the death of the great
Dominican musician Johnny Ventura.” “We
join in the pain that overwhelms his family in
these difficult times. His legacy will live on for-
ever in his songs and Dominican culture.”
Ventura suffered a heart attack while having
lunch in the northern city of Santiago de los
Caballeros when he felt sudden chest pain
and collapsed, the Clinica Union Medica,
where he was treated, said in a report.

The music legend, who later pursued a
career in politics and became the mayor of
Santo Domingo, did not respond to resuscita-
tion efforts, the center added. Dominican
artists and politicians paid tributes to a musi-
cian known as “El Caballo Mayor” (Big Horse),
who made more than 100 albums in a career
spanning six decades. “For your music and

legacy, for your smile and example, and for
dressing up every morning and teaching us all
what merengue is !! Thank you Don Johnny
!!”, Dominican star Juan Luis Guerra wrote on
Twitter. Dominican senator Hector Acosta
tweeted: “A big piece of my life went with him.
God be with you, Dad Ventura”.

Former President Leonel Fernandez said
on Twitter that he was shocked by Ventura’s
death, adding: “His artistic and patriotic legacy
is a symbol of Dominicanity”. Born Juan de
Dios Ventura Soriano on March 8, 1940, in
Santo Domingo, the merengue legend had
been married for more than 50 years and had
seven children. — AFP

US actor Bob Odenkirk was in a stable
condition in hospital Wednesday after
collapsing on the set of popular televi-

sion drama “Better Call Saul,” his representa-
tives said. Odenkirk was rushed to hospital
due to “a heart-related incident” while filming in
New Mexico on Tuesday, according to a state-
ment released to US media. “We can confirm
Bob is in stable condition... He and his family
would like to express gratitude for the incredi-
ble doctors and nurses looking after him,” it
added. Odenkirk, 58, was filming the final sea-
son of the show in which he plays luckless
protagonist Jimmy McGill, a small-time lawyer
and conman who transitions to an eventually
prominent defense attorney under the name
Saul Goodman.

The show is a spin-off of critically
acclaimed “Breaking Bad”, widely regarded as
one of the greatest television series ever

made. In that show, Odenkirk plays the lawyer
for schoolteacher turned drug dealer Walter
White. Entertainment publication TMZ said
Odenkirk “went down” on set and was “imme-
diately surrounded by crew members who
called an ambulance.” “The Odenkirks would
also like to thank everyone for the outpouring
of well wishes and ask for their privacy at this
time as Bob works on his recovery,” the state-
ment from his representatives said. Odenkirk
has received four Emmy and Golden Globe
nominations for best actor for “Better Caul
Saul” and has previously won two Emmys for
writing on other productions. The sixth season
of “Better Call Saul” is expected to premiere
early next year. Social media was abuzz with
concern for the actor, who has a huge cult fol-
lowing and has also appeared in dozens of
films including the recently released action
thriller “Nobody.”— AFP
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In this file photo actor Bob Odenkirk arrives for the
71st Emmy Awards at the Microsoft Theatre in Los
Angeles. — AFP 

Johnny Ventura

Lucasfilm hires
YouTube artist behind
‘Star Wars’ deepfake

AYouTuber famous for making “deep-
fakes” of scenes from iconic film and
television shows including “Star Wars”

has landed a job at Lucasfilm after wowing
bosses at the Disney-owned company. The
digital artist known only as “Shamook” is
famous online for using cutting-edge technolo-
gy to seamlessly map the faces of famous
stars onto other actors’ bodies. Popular videos
created by the technical whiz include pasting
Robert Pattinson’s visage onto Christian
Bale’s Batman, and imagining a young Mel
Gibson had returned in place of Tom Hardy in
2015’s “Mad Max: Fury Road.” But his work on
the climactic scene of “The Mandalorian” sea-
son two appeared to particularly impress
Lucasfilm.

The “Star Wars” TV series set five years
after the 1983 film “Return of the Jedi” con-
cluded with a surprise appearance from Mark
Hamill, who was digitally de-aged to play a
young Luke Skywalker once again. Many of
Shamook’s 90,000 followers felt his amateur
reworking of the scene surpassed the official
version now streaming on Disney+.
Lucasfilm’s visual effects team Industrial Light
and Magic “is always on the lookout for talent-
ed artists and have in fact hired the artist that
goes by the online persona ‘Shamook’,” a
spokesman said in a statement sent to AFP.
“Over the past several years ILM has been
investing in both machine learning and A.I. as
a means to produce compelling visual effects
work and it’s been terrific to see momentum
building in this space as the technology
advances.”

Shamook first revealed the hire on
YouTube, telling followers his new title was
“Senior Facial Capture Artist.” Disney is work-
ing on around 10 new “Star Wars” TV series,
buoyed by the success of “The Mandalorian,”
which was nominated for a whopping 24
Emmys and introduced viewers around the
world to the adorable fan favorite Baby Yoda.
Several “Star Wars” films are in the works too,
including “Rogue Squadron” from “Wonder
Woman” director Patty Jenkins, and another
currently being written by Taika Waititi (“Jojo
Rabbit”). —AFP

In this file photo creator Jon Favreau arrives for
Disney+ World Premiere of “The Mandalorian” at
El Capitan theatre in Hollywood. — AFP 

Zalika Souley, who won fame and money
that did not last as the first sub-Sahara
African woman to star on the silver

screen, has died at the age of 74, her family
said on Wednesday. “We are deeply sad-
dened to announce the death of Hadja Zalika
Souley on July 27, 2021 following a long ill-
ness,” said a statement from her relatives.
Souley, who was born in 1947 in the Niger
capital Niamey, won a leading role in
Moustapha Alhassane’s “The Return of an
Adventurer” at the age of only 19.

In this 1966 African-style Western, Souley
donned blue jeans, hat and pistol and, mount-
ed a white horse, embarked on an adventure
accompanied by young men-drawing contro-
versy in the newly independent former French
colony for what critics saw as immodest
behavior. For much of her career she collabo-
rated with Niger’s pioneering director
Oumarou Ganda, taking a lead role in 1969’s
“Cabascabo”, in which she played the lover of
a veteran from the French Colonial army
returning from Vietnam.

The film was screened in the International
Critics’ Week of that year’s Cannes Film
Festival. A year later she starred in Ganda’s
“The Polygamous Wazou”, where, mad with
jealousy, she targets the new third wife of
her husband but mistakenly murders her
maid of honor. The film won the first
Yennenga Stallion award at the 1972
Ouagadougou Pan-African Film and
Television Festival and the International
Critics’ Prize at the Dinard Francophone Film
Festival the same year.—AFP


