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WASHINGTON: The Afghan government 
faces an “existential crisis” after the Taleban 
doubled their attacks following the February 
2020 US deal with the insurgents, a watch-
dog report said yesterday. The report said 
Taleban attacks on Afghan targets surged 
from 6,700 in the three months up to the 
Doha agreement to 13,242 in the September-
November 2020 period. 

Attacks have stayed above 10,000 in 
each subsequent three-month period, 
according to the report by the US Special 
Inspector General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction (SIGAR). While the rise in 
attacks had long been clear, data had not 
previously been available to demonstrate 
how intense the rebels’ offensive had 
become. 

The United States agreed to withdraw all 
troops from Afghanistan in expectation the 
Taleban would negotiate a peace deal with 
the Kabul government. Since then the 
Taleban-government talks have stalled but 
the US has steadily pulled out troops to a 
level of only several hundred now, with an 
August 31 deadline for full withdrawal. 

The SIGAR report makes clear that the 
Doha agreement, instead of propelling 
Taleban-Kabul talks, unleashed an offensive 

that caught government forces unprepared 
and increased the number of civilian deaths. 
Over January-March of 2020, there were 
only 510 civilian deaths and 709 casualties, 
the report said, quoting data from the US-
Nato joint force in Afghanistan. 

After that the numbers surged, hitting 
1,058 deaths and 1,959 injured in the third 
quarter that year and continuing at high lev-
els. The latest data, for April and May this 
year, showed 705 civilian deaths and 1,330 
casualties, the SIGAR report said. 

“The overall trend is clearly unfavorable 
to the Afghan government, which could face 
an existential crisis if it isn’t addressed and 
reversed,” said the inspector general, John 
Sopko. He said the report offered a sobering 
picture that contrasted with “the pervasive-
ness of overoptimism” that characterized 
US-led efforts to rebuild and strengthen 
Afghanistan and the cost of hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars to the US government. 

“The news coming out of Afghanistan this 
quarter has been bleak,” the report said. 
Faced by a new Taleban offensive, it said, the 
Afghan government security force 
“appeared surprised and unready, and is 
now on its back foot.” 

“Particularly concerning was the speed 
and ease with which the Taleban seemingly 
wrested control of districts in Afghanistan’s 

northern provinces, once a bastion of anti-
Taleban sentiment.” —  AFP
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CHAMAN:  In this picture taken on July 27, 2021, plainclothes security personnel guards as 
goods trucks prepare to make their way towards the Afghan border crossing point in Chaman, 
after a key crossing between Pakistan and Afghanistan partially reopened days after the 
Taleban took control of the Afghan border town. — AFP

BEIJING: Beijing yesterday launched a 
scathing attack on the BBC, accusing it of 
broadcasting “fake news” and saying the 
organisation was “naturally unpopular” 
over its coverage of devastating floods in 
central China. 

The broadside by the foreign ministry 
comes after the BBC called on Beijing to put 
a stop to the harassment of its journalists by 
nationalists who have accused foreign media 
of biased reporting. Days of heavy rain last 
week sparked record flooding in the central 
province of Henan that has claimed the lives 
of at least 99 people. 

The BBC said its reporters covering the 
deluge had been subjected to online vitriol, 
while other outlets had been harassed on the 
ground in “attacks which continue to endan-
ger foreign journalists”. But Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian yesterday 

called the broadcaster a “Fake News 
Broadcasting Company” that has “attacked 
and smeared China, seriously deviating from 
journalistic standards”. 

Zhao said the BBC deserved to be 
“unpopular with the Chinese public” and 
“there is no such thing as hatred without 
reason”. The war of words erupted after a 
youth branch of China’s ruling Communist 
Party on Tuesday posted comments online 
calling on its 1.6 million followers to track the 
movements of BBC reporters. 

The comments by the Henan Communist 
Youth League spurred death threats against 
BBC correspondents from nationalistic inter-
net users. A year’s rain was dumped on the 
city of Zhengzhou in just three days last 
week, leaving 14 people dead and more than 
500 commuters trapped when the city’s 
subway system flooded during rush hour. 

City and provincial officials have faced 
calls for accountability, with the wife of one 
of the subway victims telling local media she 
would sue the metro operator for negli-
gence. But despite calls for transparency, 
foreign journalists have been met with 
increased hostility as sensitivity towards any 
negative portrayal of China mounts. — AFP 
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of ‘fake news’ over  
floods reportingHONG KONG: A pro-democracy Hong 

Kong radio host went on trial yesterday for 
sedition in the first use of the colonial-era 
law since the city’s handover to China as 
authorities broaden their criminalisation of 
dissent. Tam Tak-chi, 48, is among a grow-
ing number of activists charged with sedi-
tion, a little-used decades-old law that 
prosecutors have dusted off in the last 
twelve months. 

It is separate from the sweeping national 
security law that was imposed on Hong 
Kong last year, which has also been used to 
prosecute dissidents. Best known by his 
moniker “Fast Beat”, online talk show host 
Tam faces eight sedition charges for slogans 
he either uttered or wrote between January 
and July last year. 

He also faces other charges including 
inciting an unlawful assembly and disorderly 
conduct. At the opening of his trial yester-
day, prosecutors read out those slogans, as 

well as some pro-democracy speeches Tam 
gave, often l ittered with colourful 
Cantonese curse words. 

The slogans included “Liberate Hong 
Kong, revolution of our times”, “Corrupt 
cops, all of your family go to hell”, “Disband 
Hong Kong police, delay no more” and 
“Down with the Communist Party of China”. 

The trial is a watershed legal moment for 
Hong Kong because it will set a precedent 
for what political phrases and views are 
now deemed illegal as China looks to stamp 
out dissent following huge and often violent 
democracy protests two years ago. 

On Tuesday, a Hong Kong court convict-
ed a former waiter of terrorism and inciting 
secession in the first trial conducted under 
the new national security law. During that 
trial, judges ruled that the popular protest 
slogan “Liberate Hong Kong, revolution of 
our times” was secessionist and therefore a 
national security crime. — AFP 
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