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BANGKOK: Thailand’s health ministry
sounded the alarm over Bangkok’s dire lack
of hospital beds and isolation facilities yes-
terday as COVID-19 cases and deaths soared
to a new record. The Southeast Asian country
is struggling to contain its latest outbreak fu-
elled by the highly contagious Delta variant,
with infections and deaths skyrocketing and
the healthcare system stretched thin.

Despite the hardest-hit provinces being
placed under severe restrictions and a
nighttime curfew, Thailand yesterday regis-
tered a new single-day record of 17,669
cases and 165 deaths. “I am speaking
frankly-we do not have enough beds in hos-
pitals,” said Somsak Akkasilp, the health
ministry’s director general of the Depart-
ment of Medical Services, in an uncharac-
teristically candid press conference.

“In big hospitals, all (intensive care units)
are overoccupied. They have 10 beds for ICU
but they have to handle 12 ICU cases,” he
said, adding that medics were moving critical
patients from the emergency room once the
beds are vacated.

Hospitals in the capital have the capacity
to manage 1,000 new patients a day, but

Somsak said they were well past that num-
ber-with 4,000 new cases recorded yester-
day in Bangkok alone. While authorities are
starting to recommend home isolation for
milder cases, there are issues with supply-
ing medicine to them, said Somsak.

In addition, the city’s isolation and quar-
antine facilities are getting filled, and metro-
politan authorities are working with private
hospitals to free up more beds. “But I have to
speak frankly-no matter how much we in-
crease it, it is not likely to be enough for this
current outbreak,” Somsak said.

“We do not know if the pandemic has
reached its peak yet... We have to flatten the
curve,” he added. Thailand has reported more
than 561,000 coronavirus cases and 4,562
deaths. The bulk of them were detected since
the latest wave kicked off in April from an up-
scale Bangkok nightlife district frequented by
the politically connected.

The administration of Premier Prayut
Chan-O-Cha has come under vociferous crit-
icism for its handling of the pandemic, from
accusations of vaccine mismanagement to the
lack of government compensation for af-
fected sectors.

Currently the kingdom is administering
Sinovac, Sinopharm and AstraZeneca vac-
cines. But the mass vaccination campaign has
been slow, with much of the population an-
gered that the government has not procured

Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, which use
newer mRNA technology.

The US embassy has donated 1.5 million
doses of Pfizer vaccines to Thailand, which
are expected to arrive today. —AFP
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Medics moving critical patients from emergency room once beds are vacated

Delta variant drives 
virus spread to three 
China provinces  
BEIJING: China yesterday reported small coronavirus
outbreaks driven by the Delta variant in three provinces
as a cluster linked to an eastern airport spreads despite
mass testing and a vaccination drive. The flare-up, which
began after nine workers at the Nanjing airport tested
positive on July 20, has seen 171 cases detected in Jiangsu
province, while infections have spread to at least four
other provinces.

It is geographically the largest spread for several months,
challenging China’s aggressive containment efforts which
have relied on mass testing, lockdowns and swift contact
tracing. The virus first emerged in the central city of Wuhan,
but China has extolled its success in largely extinguishing
the pandemic inside its borders, allowing the economy to
rebound.

The new outbreak, coupled with cases seeping over the
porous border with Myanmar, is threatening that record. Of-
ficials in Jiangsu have locked down hundreds of thousands
of residents, Lu Jing, a member of the epidemic prevention
taskforce, told reporters yesterday. —AFP

Sydney police call 
for military to 
enforce lockdown  
SYDNEY: Police in Australia’s largest city have requested mil-
itary help to enforce a coronavirus lockdown as infections in
Sydney reached a new record yesterday. Commissioner Mick
Fuller said New South Wales police had asked for 300 Aus-
tralian Defence Force personnel to be deployed “to boost its
operational footprint”.

The city of five million people is in its fifth week of a lock-
down that is set to run until the end of August. Stay-at-home
orders have failed to reduce new infections to zero, and com-
pliance has been patchy. Sydney residents are only allowed to
leave their homes for exercise, essential work, medical reasons,
and to shop for necessities such as food.

But for weeks, parks and beach promenades have been
filled with Sydneysiders drinking coffee and chatting with
friends. Police have increasingly been doling out fines to those
violating the restrictions and Fuller said those efforts would
be stepped up in the coming days.

Last weekend thousands of people gathered in central Syd-
ney to protest against the measures, and further demonstra-
tions have been mooted. Police have also requested more
powers to shut down businesses that they say are not abiding
by rules on social distancing.

On Thursday state premier Gladys Berejiklian warned that

the outbreak-which began mid-June when a driver for an in-
ternational flight crew contracted the virus-is “likely to get
worse”. Officials announced 239 new infections in Sydney, a
record for this outbreak, which now totals 2,810 cases.

With under 14 percent of the Australian population vacci-
nated, many experts have warned that Sydney’s lockdown
could run for months more. Supplies of Pfizer-BioNTech shots
are low and there has been widespread scepticism about the
AstraZeneca jab, slowing the vaccine rollout. —AFP

BANGKOK: Workers prepare mattresses and blankets for some 1,800 cardboard beds at a COVID-19 field hospital
inside a warehouse at the Don Mueang International Airport in Bangkok. —AFP

SYDNEY: A police officer stays guard outside an isolated residential building in
Sydney’s western suburb of Blacktown yesterday, after several COVID-19 cases
were reported among the residents. —AFP


