
9Friday
L o c a l Friday, July 30, 2021

KUWAIT: Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
affirmed yesterday that Kuwait and United
States share common vision in regards of
regional and international issues. Sheikh
Ahmad Nasser, in a joint press conference with
the visiting US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, said “We were honored this morning
by meeting His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.”

He recalled that this year marked the 60th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between
the two friendly countries, as well as the 30th
anniversary of the liberation of Kuwait. Sheikh
Dr Ahmad Al-Nasser expressed interest in the
fifth round of the strategic dialogue between
US and Kuwait to exchange experiences in
COVID-19 regarding its control and all aspects
related to vaccines. He referred to topics
addressed with Blinken relating to artificial

intelligence and cybersecurity.
In the meantime, Sheikh Dr Ahmad affirmed

Kuwait’s firm support for the Arab and interna-
tional resolutions that stipulates a two-state
solution to the Palestinian issue. Sheikh Dr
Ahmad spoke about Palestinian struggle that
has lasted for 73 years so far, as well as
expressing gratitude for the US administra-
tion’s stance to stop the recent Zionist aggres-
sion on Gaza. In response to a question about
the normalization with the Zionist entity, he
indicated that normalization is a sovereign
decision of states, and each state has its own
sovereignty in this regard.

Great leadership
Meanwhile, Blinken said that Kuwait had

shown great leadership in resolving regional
crises. The American official pointed out that
the US feels proud in its friendship with
Kuwait, and its determination to strengthen
the relationship on all levels. He praised
Kuwait’s efforts in backing peace and interna-
tional security in the region, pointing out that

Blinken says nuclear
talks with Iran 
‘cannot go on 
indefinitely’
KUWAIT: US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said yesterday that nuclear talks with
Iran “cannot go on indefinitely” but that
Washington was “fully prepared” to continue
negotiations. The US is indirectly involved in
Iran’s talks with world powers to revive a
nuclear deal that gave Iran some relief from
international sanctions in exchange for limits on
its nuclear program. The deal was torpedoed in
2018 by then US president Donald Trump, who
unilaterally withdrew from the agreement and
imposed punishing sanctions.

“We’re committed to diplomacy, but this
process cannot go on indefinitely... we look to
see what Iran is ready to do or not ready to do
and remain fully prepared to return to Vienna
to continue negotiations,” Blinken said during a
visit to Kuwait yesterday. “The ball remains in
Iran’s court.”

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani’s govern-
ment has been holding talks with major powers
in Vienna since April on bringing Washington
back into the agreement. But a deal now seems
unlikely until after he hands over to President-
elect Ebrahim Raisi early next month.

Raisi is an ultraconservative but has
expressed support for the nuclear talks, arguing
Iran needs an end to US sanctions. Iran’s ultra-

conservative camp, which deeply distrusts the
United States, has repeatedly criticised
Rouhani over the 2015 deal.

‘Guarantee national interests’
Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei said yesterday that experience has
shown “trusting the West does not work”,
referring to the US withdrawal from the deal
and its fallout. Raisi has said his government
will support talks that “guarantee national
interests”, but will not allow negotiations for the
sake of negotiations.

One of the major criticisms of the 2015 deal
raised by Trump was its failure to address Iran’s
ballistic missile program or its alleged interfer-
ence in regional affairs. But Tehran has always
rejected bringing non-nuclear issues into the
agreement, which is known formally as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action.—AFP

US ‘committed’ to
relocating Afghan
translators: Blinken
KUWAIT: Secretary of State Antony Blinken
said yesterday that Washington was “committed
to helping” and “actively engaged” in planning for
the relocation of Afghan interpreters and transla-
tors who worked for US forces.

In what the White House has dubbed
Operation Allies Refuge, the interpreters and their
families are likely to be taken first to US overseas
military bases before resettlement in the United
States or elsewhere.

Washington is still seeking third countries to
host some of those evacuated while their cases,
including detailed security checks, are finalized.
There had been speculation that some could be
housed at US facilities in Kuwait but there was no

such announcement during Blinken’s lightning trip
to the Gulf state.

“(The) US is committed to helping those who
helped us during hard times in Afghanistan over
the last 20 years — translators and interpreters,”
Blinken said during a press conference with his
Kuwaiti counterpart. “We’re actively engaged in
that process (of) relocation planning.”

The US hopes to welcome the first group of
Afghans granted asylum under a scheme to pro-
tect those who worked alongside coalition forces
“very, very soon”, Blinken said. Around 20,000
Afghans who worked as interpreters for the
United States during its war in the country have
applied for evacuation under the State
Department program of Special Immigrant Visas
(SIVs). Some estimates suggest the total number
of prospective evacuees could be as high as
100,000 when family members are counted.
Many of them fear retaliation by the Taleban, who
are seeking to regain control of the government in
Kabul after the departure of US troops before the
end of August.

The Taleban have pressed a sweeping offen-
sive across Afghanistan in recent months, capital-
izing on the last stages of the US troop withdraw-
al, due to be completed by the end of August.
Their offensive has raised fears of a potential
humanitarian crisis. The insurgents have publicly
stated that interpreters who worked with coalition
forces have nothing to fear as the US and its allies
complete their withdrawal. But some of those who
worked alongside the foreign forces have ques-
tioned the Taleban’s sincerity. The United Nations
recently estimated half of Afghanistan’s 39 million
people are in need of aid, and called on the inter-
national community to maintain financial support
for the country. — AFP

Kuwait, US share common vision on
regional, int’l issues: Foreign Minister

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah speaks
during a joint press conference with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken at Kuwait’s for-
eign ministry headquarters in Kuwait City yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait is a vital partner in ending the war in
Yemen. “We have appointed a special envoy
to Yemen, Tim Lenderking, to lead our diplo-
matic affairs to end the war, and he is working
hard. It is up to the Houthis to show good

intentions to end this war,” he added. On the
same matter, he expressed appreciation to
Saudi Arabia’s efforts in reaching that goal,
and showed commitment to supporting
Saudi’s security. — KUNA

KUWAIT: US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken speaks during a press conference
with his Kuwaiti counterpart at Kuwait’s for-
eign ministry headquarters in Kuwait City
yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
waves before he boards his plane on his return
to the United States from Kuwait International
Airport in Kuwait City yesterday. — AFP


