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KUWAIT: World Health Organization (WHO) Di-
rector-General Dr Tedros Ghebreyesus has
praised Kuwait’s backing for the organization and
vulnerable world countries in countering the
coronavirus pandemic. “Thank you once again,
Your Excellency, for Kuwait’s strong support for
WHO and global health, and thank you for your
continuing solidarity with the most vulnerable
across the world,” Ghebreyesus said during a joint
press conference with Kuwait Minister of Health
Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah on the sidelines of his
visit to Kuwait on Wednesday.

WHO chief noted that Kuwait is also one of the
world’s largest humanitarian donors and is WHO’s
seventh largest Member State contributor. We
greatly value this support. “Last year, Kuwait was
one of the first countries to respond to WHO’s
COVID-19 appeal, contributing $60 million to
WHO’s Strategic and Preparedness Response
Plan,” he noted. He added over the years, Kuwait’s
support has enabled WHO to provide critical
medicines for millions of people in Syria, Yemen,
Lebanon, Iraq and many other countries.

Ghebreyesus said that he was delighted to be
able to visit WHO’s new office in Kuwait, which
was opened last month. As he said, WHO will be
looking forward to further strengthening the col-

laboration with Kuwait through its presence in the
country. “WHO’s mission is to promote health,
keep the world safe, and serve the vulnerable -
and our new country office reflects our commit-
ment to serving the people of Kuwait as we do in
every country,” said Ghebreyesus.

“I know that the pandemic has also affected
you here in Kuwait, I offer my deep condolences
to all Kuwaitis for the family, friends and col-
leagues you have lost, I offer my deep admiration
and respect to your health workers for their tire-
less service and sacrifice,” said the Director-Gen-
eral in regards to the situation in Kuwait. He
affirmed the organization’s commitment to sup-
port Kuwait to ‘suppress’ transmission, save lives,
recover and rebuild. “I’m pleased to see that
COVID-19 cases and test positivity rates are now
declining after the recent peak in June. I urge you
to continue, and not to let down your guard. As
you know, the highly transmissible Delta variant is
now wreaking havoc around the world,” he
stressed. WHO Director-General renewed his ap-
preciation to the Kuwaiti government and the
people for their warm welcome, and that he was
honored for this visit.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Health Minister Sheikh
Dr Basel welcomed the WHO Director-General

and his accompanying delegation in their first
visit to Kuwait as part of the cooperation be-
tween Kuwait and the organization, and to dis-
cuss ways to boost collaboration. He praised the
organization’s vital efforts in supporting the in-
ternational community in facing different health
challenges, especially the latest COVID-19 pan-
demic. Earlier Wednesday, the WHO chief met
with His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and
other officials. He also visited Kuwait Center for
Coronavirus Vaccination Center and Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah Hospital for COVID-19 pa-
tients, accompanied by a number of top Ministry
of Health officials. —KUNA

WHO chief lauds Kuwait’s
support for the organization

KUWAIT: World Health Organization Director-General Dr Tedros Ghebreyesus (left) speaks during a joint press
conference with Kuwait Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah in Kuwait on Wednesday. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George confirmed this week that
Covishied, the vaccine manufactured in India for the prevention of
COVID-19 is the same as Oxford/AstraZeneca and it has been ap-
proved by the Kuwait’s health ministry. 

“The Indian embassy has issued a press release clarifying that as
per Kuwaiti Health Ministry officials, Covishield is an approved vac-
cine as it is the same as AstraZeneca, and no one, no one who holds
a certificate of AstraZeneca will face difficulties on return,” the am-
bassador stressed while addressing an open house at the embassy
on Wednesday.

He said the issue related to QR code on the vaccination certificate
has been raised with the concerned authorities both in India and in
Kuwait and the problem is expected to be sorted out soon. The am-
bassador welcomed the decision by the Director General of Civil Avi-
ation of Kuwait on easing of travel restrictions. 

“It is a welcome decision as it allows entry of stranded Indians to
Kuwait. However, it is not a direct entry, but through a third country
without 14 days in those countries. It is also clarified that those doing
PCR test on arrival need not go into quarantine if their PCR results are
found to be negative,” he said. He called on Indian nationals to wait
for a few more days to get more clarity on the matter before booking
tickets. In view of the evolving situation, the embassy has converted
its team handling WhatsApp numbers and its 24x7 helpline numbers,
as ‘Rapid Response Team’ for answering queries on travel guidelines
and vaccination certification registration. “We keep updating the of-
ficers concerned on the new guidelines. In case, anyone gets stuck at
airports for any reason, they may contact the ‘Rapid Response Team’
for assistance. Let me assure you we will extend all support,” he said. 

The Indian Community Support Group (ICSG), instituted by the
Indian Embassy, Kuwait, will offer a financial assistance of Indian ru-
pees 100,000 (approximately KD 410) to each of the families of the

low-income domestic workers who died of COVID-19 in Kuwait, the
ambassador said. The financial assistance will be sent to the legal heir
of those with a monthly salary of less than KD 120.

The ambassador said 546 deaths of Indian nationals have been
reported so far in Kuwait related to COVID-19 pandemic, of which
at least hundred people belong to low-income group. “I thank ICSG
for this noble decision. We will contact the next of kin and support
them,” he said. Expressing personal condolences to the families and
friends of those who lost their loved ones due to COVID-19, he
thanked doctors, nurses and other medical professionals for their con-
tinued support to many who are still facing difficulties due to the pan-
demic situation.

The decision by the India government to open a NEET exam cen-
ter in Kuwait, the first center outside India, is a welcome news. “We
are thankful to honorable Prime Minister of India and honorable Ed-
ucation Minister of India for taking this historic decision which help
our students and parents,” he added.

Good news for thousands of
Indians awaiting return to Kuwait

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George addresses an open house at the em-
bassy on Wednesday.

Cabinet mulls roadmap
to hasten development
project implementation
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Cabinet said on Wednesday it has reviewed a three-
point “roadmap” which will hasten the implementation of development proj-
ects across the country. The draft plan, which aims to “support the national
economy and meet the needs of comprehensive development,” includes
short-term goals (nine), which will be completed this summer, medium-term
goals (five) and long-term goals (four), Foreign Minister and State Minister
for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah said after
an extraordinary meeting at Seif Palace. The projects highlighted are in sus-
tainable energy, the development of Failaka Island, environmental fuels, the
beautification of Kuwait City, healthcare and Kuwait International Airport,
amongst others. The Cabinet has tasked ministerial committees with the mon-
itoring and implementation of the state-funded projects, which will offer the
country revenues, and has sought to utilize the expertise and recommenda-
tions of consultants, specialists and civil society towards this goal. —KUNA

Traffic policeman prevents 
suicide attempt on Causeway 
KUWAIT: A traffic policeman in Kuwait stopped a woman from jumping
from the Jaber Causeway in an apparent suicide attempt. The Traffic De-
partment posted a video yesterday showing a police officer stepping in
and catching a woman who appeared to be trying to climb off the bridge,
before he and other officers are seen attending to her in her car. The officer
was on patrol on the Causeway when he approached the vehicle that had
stopped on the side of the road, as seen in the video which is dated July 19.
He checked on the driver then waited for the vehicle to move, but instead
the woman walked out of the car and approached the railing, then he ran
towards her and caught her while she had started climbing it. 


