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After yet another year of coronavirus restric-
tions, including curfews, lockdowns, closures 
and travel curbs, Kuwait is beginning to 

return to some semblance of normalcy. Residents will 
start arriving to the country from August and schools 
are set to reopen in September, while commercial 
activities have gone back to their regular hours of 
operations. Of course, some precautionary health 
measures are still in place, like wearing masks, main-
taining social distancing and a ban on large gather-
ings, which seem sensible to avoid reverting to the 
dark days of the pandemic. Unvaccinated people 
face ever-tightening restrictions in a bid to compel 
them to get their shots.  

For the vaccinated, things are looking up. They can 
look forward to travel again, despite the hassles of 
vaccine passes, PCR tests and quarantines. Kids can 
finally dust off their uniforms and head back to school 
to meet their (now slightly grown up) friends, get into 
playground scraps and savor the feeling of learning in 
class instead of mindless Zoom sessions. 

These have been trying times for everyone, but 
those stranded abroad for months due to travel bans 
have suffered the most. These residents can finally 
dream of returning to their families, jobs and homes. 
In the pre-COVID era, this used to be the time when 
everyone fled the country to escape the searing heat 
and debilitating humidity. Departure halls used to be 
full and flights packed.  

So it’s ironic that things are the other way round 
now. People are clamoring to return despite the 
scorching heatwave and blast furnace conditions in 
the country. For sure they will have to shell out a 
king’s ransom to get back, but it may be a small 
price to pay to start attempting to piece together 
their shattered lives. As for the unvaccinated and 
those who have received unapproved jabs, their mis-
ery will likely continue for a while. May God grant 
them patience. 

It’s imperative that as we begin this new phase of 
our upended lives, we have to count our blessings. 
The pandemic has thrown into sharp relief the fleeting 
nature of our existence and the fragility of our rela-
tions. Millions of people have lost their loved ones, 
means of sustenance and even the hope to live.  

We realized the true value of things that we often 
took for granted. So if you are healthy, surrounded by 
your family and have a job to do, cherish these 
moments. There are thousands of people in the world 
who would give up everything they have for these 
everyday joys, or to even breathe without assistance. 
Take in a deep breath and let that sink in. 

Count your blessings
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KUWAIT: A picture shows old buildings in Kuwait City, as skyscrapers are seen on the horizon. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: One man was injured in a 
fire reported yesterday in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh. The blaze broke out in a 
three-storey building in the area, 
which was used  to store construc-
tion material, Kuwait Fire Force said. 
The injured man was taken to hospi-
tal as firefighters extinguished the 
flames, KFF said, noting that an 
investigation was opened to reveal 
the cause of the fire. 

KUWAIT: A delegation of Kuwait’s 
army attended an official ceremony 
to receive the M1A2K tank in the 
US, on behalf of Chief of Staff of 
the Kuwait Armed Forces yesterday. 

The  de legat ion  was  headed by 
ass i s tant  Commander  o f  Land 
Forces Brigadier Abdullah Al-Jabaa 
and other senior officers, said the 
Ministry of Defense. The tank is the 

newest  and has  the  most  recent 
technologies in the defense indus-
try, and it wil l  boost the fighting 
ab i l i t i es  o f  the  Kuwai t i  a rmy, i t 
added. — KUNA
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