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Tokyo Olympics medals table after yesterday’s 
events (G = Gold, S = Silver, B = Bronze, T= 
Total): 
 
 
 
Japan                                          13    4      5      22 
China                                          12    6      9      27 
United States                              11    11    9      31 
Russian Olympic Committee      7      10    6      23 
Australia                                      6      1      9      16 
Great Britain                                5      6      5      16 
South Korea                                4      2      5      11 
Germany                                     3      2      5      10 
France                                         3      2      3      8 
Netherlands                                2      6      3      11 
Canada                                       2      3      4      9 
Hungary                                      2      1      2      5 
Slovenia                                      2      1      1      4 
Kosovo                                        2      0      0      2 
Italy                                             1      6      8      15 
Switzerland                                 1      3      2      6 
Taiwan                                         1      2     3      6 
Brazil                                           1      2      2      5 
Georgia                                       1      2      0      3 
Romania                                     1      2      0      3 
Serbia                                         1      1      2      4 
Austria                                         1      1      1      3 
Hong Kong                                  1      1      0      2 
Tunisia                                        1      1      0      2 
Croatia                                        1      0      1      2 
Estonia                                        1      0      1      2 
Uzbekistan                                  1      0      1      2 
Bermuda                                     1      0      0      1 
Ecuador                                      1      0      0      1 
Fiji                                               1      0      0      1 
Iran                                              1      0      0      1 
Latvia                                          1      0      0      1 
Norway                                        1      0      0      1 
Philippines                                  1      0      0      1 
Thailand                                      1      0      0      1 
New Zealand                               0      2      1      3 
Spain                                           0      2      1      3 
South Africa                                0      2      0      2 
Indonesia                                    0      1      2      3 
Mongolia                                     0      1      2      3 
Belgium                                       0      1      1      2 
Czech Republic                           0      1      1      2 
Bulgaria                                       0      1      0      1 
Colombia                                     0      1      0      1 
Denmark                                     0      1      0      1 
India                                            0      1      0      1 
Jordan                                         0      1      0      1 
North Macedonia                        0      1      0      1 
Poland                                         0      1      0      1 
Turkmenistan                              0      1      0      1 
Venezuela                                   0      1      0      1 
Kazakhstan                                 0      0      3      3 
Ukraine                                       0      0      3      3 
Egypt                                           0      0      2      2 
Mexico                                        0      0      2      2 
Turkey                                         0      0      2      2 
Argentina                                    0      0      1      1 
Cuba                                           0      0      1      1 
Ireland                                         0      0      1      1 
Ivory Coast                                  0      0      1      1 
Kuwait                                         0      0      1      1 
Zionist entity                                0      0      1      1

                                                  G      S     B     T

TOPKYO: Superstar gymnast Simone Biles 
pulled out of a second event to protect her 
mental health yesterday, putting the spotlight 
on athletes’ wellbeing at a Tokyo Olympics 
held under strict rules to prevent the spread 
of coronavirus. 

Biles, who caused shockwaves with her 
withdrawal during the team event on 
Tuesday, also ditched the all-around, raising 
doubts about her further participation in 
Tokyo. The 24-year-old American’s struggles 
follow those of Japanese tennis star Naomi 
Osaka, another face of the Games who lost 
in the third round on her return from a men-
tal health break. 

They overshadowed another busy day at 
the delayed 2020 Games, where US swim-
ming great Katie Ledecky bounced back 
from her second defeat by Australia’s Ariarne 
Titmus to win her first gold in Tokyo. 

Biles, unbeaten in all-around competi-
tion since 2013 and widely touted as the 
‘G.O.A.T’ (Greatest Of All Time), arrived 
seeking f ive Olympic t i t les to equal 
Soviet gymnast Larisa Latynina’s career 
record of nine. 

But this week she complained she had 
“the weight of the world on my shoulders” 
and withdrew after a single, shaky vault in 
the team competition. Attention will now 
focus on whether she will compete in her 
four remaining individual events. 

Biles is not alone in suffering mental 

problems, and several athletes have com-
plained of difficulties during coronavirus 
lockdowns. Australian basketball star Liz 
Cambage was one who skipped Tokyo fear-
ing its “terrifying” living conditions. 

Yesterday, Dutch athletes in quarantine in 
Tokyo after testing positive revealed they 
staged a sit-in strike over the harsh condi-
tions, eventually earning the concession of 
being able to stand at an open window for 15 
minutes a day. “Not having any outside air is 
so inhuman, and it is mentally super-drain-
ing,” said street skateboarder Candy Jacobs, 
while taekwondo fighter Reshmie Oogink 
called it “Olympic jail”. 

International Olympic Committee 
spokesman Mark Adams said support meas-
ures included psychologists in the Athletes’ 
Village and phone helplines. “That became 
more urgent obviously with the COVID pan-
demic, so we’ve been working on that quite 
a lot,” he said. 

 
‘Terminator’ Titmus 

Elsewhere Ledecky, who won four gold 
medals at the Rio 2016 Games, lost her 
200m freestyle crown to Titmus, two days 
after also ceding her 400m title to the 
Australian. But Ledecky regrouped to anni-
hilate the field in the first women’s 1500m 
held at an Olympics, finishing more than four 
seconds clear of US teammate Erica Sullivan. 

Ledecky, 24, is just the fourth female 

swimmer to claim six Olympic gold medals. 
However Titmus, nicknamed “Terminator”, is 
emerging as one of the stars at the Tokyo 
Aquatics Center. Japan’s Yui Ohashi com-
pleted a medley double, winning the 200m 
event to go with the 400m gold she secured 
on Sunday, while world record-holder 
Kristof Milak powered to the men’s 200m 
butterfly gold. 

Britain’s freestyle swimmers brought the 
morning session to a thrilling climax, nar-
rowly missing out on a world record in the 
4x200m freestyle as they beat the Russian 
team by more than three seconds. In baking 
conditions, Spanish tennis player Paula 
Badosa retired and left the court in a wheel-
chair after suffering heatstroke, and Russia’s 
Daniil Medvedev had breathing problems 
during his third-round win over Fabio 
Fognini. In response to the incidents, organ-
izers said from today matches would not 
start until 3:00pm to avoid the worst of the 
Tokyo heat. 

Elsewhere, Dutch rider Annemiek van 
Vleuten won the women’s cycling time trial, 
and Fiji retained their men’s rugby sevens 
title with a typically free-flowing 27-12 win 
over New Zealand. In men’s basketball, the 
United States bounced back to hammer 
Iran 120-66 after they fell to a strong 
French team for their first Olympic defeat 
in 17 years. 

Shi Zhiyong won the men’s 73kg 

weightlifting with a world-record total of 
364kg, giving China their fourth gold of the 
competition. Japanese gymnast Daiki 
Hashimoto won the coveted men’s all-around 
title at the age of 19, edging China’s Xiao 
Ruoteng with a superb final horizontal bar 
routine. But in a disappointment for the 
hosts, Japanese top seed Kento Momota fell 
at the first hurdle in the men’s singles bad-
minton, losing in just 52 minutes to unseeded 

South Korean Heo Kwang-hee. 
The United States made history as the 

first 3x3 basketball Olympic champions 
when their women beat the Russian Olympic 
Committee 18-15. Latvia took the men’s title. 
Reigning champions Brazil cruised into the 
men’s football quarter-finals as Richarlison 
scored twice in a 3-1 win against Saudi 
Arabia but France crashed out after they 
were beaten 4-0 by Japan. — AFP

Biles in second pull-out as mental 
struggles laid bare at Tokyo Olympics

TOKYO: Japan’s Daiki Hashimoto competes in the floor event of the artistic gymnastics 
men’s all-around final during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Ariake Gymnastics 
Center in Tokyo yesterday. —AFP

TOKYO: Kuwaiti shooters Abdurrahman Al-Faihan 
finished the first day of the Tokyo Olympics men’s 
trap shooting qualification at top position with 74 
targets out of 75 yesterday. Meanwhile, Talal Al-
Rashidi was 18th, hitting 72 targets. At Asaka 
Shooting Range, Faihan posted scores of 24, 25 and 
25, and Rashidi marked 24, 24 and 24 in the three 
rounds of the qualification Day 1, in which 29 shoot-
ers competed. The remaining two series of the qual-
ification will start at 9:50 am (00:50 GMT), fol-
lowed by finals at 3:30 pm (06:30 GMT) today.  

Faihan and Rashidi are two out of three Kuwaiti 
athletes who will participate in events at the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic Games today. Kuwaiti swimmer 
Abbas Qali will compete in 100m Butterfly race at 
1:00 pm local time as part of his participation on 
Tokyo Olympics 2020, in the Olympic Complex in 
Tokyo, Member of the Board of Directors at Kuwait 
Olympics Committee participating in the Tokyo 
Olympics 2020 Fatima Hayat confirmed. 

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti athletes Yaqoub Al-Yoha 
and Madhawi Al-Shammari continued their practice 
and trainings at the Olympic Stadium, in preparation 
for their competition on July 30th, she indicated. 

Hayat stressed the keenness of the Committee to 
provide all means of comfort to the players to help 
them achieve the desired goals. After they arrived to 
the Japanese Capital Tokyo, Head of the Kuwaiti 
Olympic Committee Sheikh Fahad Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, and members of the Board of 
Directors visited the players Yaqoub Al-Yoha and 

Madhawi Al-Shammari during their training session. 
As part of encouraging and supporting the players 
during the training, Sheikh Fahad was keen to meet 
the players and their coach Bader Abbas, where he 
urged them to be ready to reach the highest techni-
cal levels and to represent Kuwait in the best image 
and achieve the best results. — KUNA

TOKYO: Kuwait’s Talal Al-Rashidi competes in the men’s trap qualification during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
Games at the Asaka Shooting Range in the Nerima district of Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

Kuwaiti trap 
shooters end 
qualification Day 1 

SHIZUOKA: Coronavirus restrictions mean fans 
are banned from almost all Olympic venues in Japan. 
And even among the lucky few with a golden ticket, 
some are less than keen to attend. Michio Miura and 
his wife Mayumi wavered right up until the last 
minute on whether they should take advantage of 
having some of the few seats available for cycling in 
Shizuoka, southwest of Tokyo. 

Like many, they were worried about virus risks at a 
time when parts of Japan are under emergency meas-
ures to curb rising case numbers. “If we caught coro-
navirus, it would cast a real shadow over the Games,” 
said Mayumi, who — unlike many in Japan — favored 
the Olympics going ahead despite the pandemic. 

“In the end, we decided to come because it 
seemed that there wouldn’t be many people and 
there wouldn’t be much risk, given it’s held out-
doors,” she added. At the Fuji International 
Speedway venue, around 100 kilometers (60 miles) 
from Tokyo, the rules today allowed for 10,000 
spectators, less than half the venue’s capacity of 
22,000. But only 2,600 showed up. 

And it’s a pattern seen elsewhere. After the deci-
sion was made to ban fans from most venues — 
with strict limits on the remaining sites — just 
70,000 tickets remained out of 3.63 million sold 
before the Games were postponed. 

But of those, 30,000 requests for refunds have 
been submitted. And at another venue allowing fans, 
in northeastern Japan’s Miyagi region, only around 
2,000 people have showed up to watch recent foot-
ball matches — well below the 10,000 cap. 

 
‘Our only chance’ 

Daisuke Ono, 37, came to watch the cycling 
today with his wife and four children, but admitted 
he’d “hesitated” over the decision. “But since 

Shizuoka is practically the only place where you can 
see the Games, it was our only chance,” he said. 

And not everyone is so hesitant. Some people 
have been showing up to events held on public 
roads in Tokyo, hoping for a chance to glimpse 
competition despite requests from authorities to 
stay away. Naoto Sugiyama, 52, said he’d decided to 
come to the cycling because it was “an occasion not 
to be missed”. And the 52-year-old said he was dis-
appointed that there was not a “crowd of support-
ers to encourage the riders”. 

Tomoe Kogo, wearing a kimono printed with 
Olympic rings, said she had decided to come 

specifically because she did not think the venue 
would be full. “I heard that a lot of people asked for 
refunds, so to be honest I figured there probably 
wouldn’t be crowds,” she said. 

Venue manager Sarah Barton Smith told AFP she 
felt people were starting to warm to the Games. “I 
think people are realizing that after all the negativi-
ty, this is their only chance to watch the Games,” 
she said. “That did bring some people out.” For 
some though, the lack of crowds was actually a plus, 
with Satoru Onishi saying it was “really nice that 
there weren’t many people”. “It would have been 
awful if we were packed in like sardines.” — AFP

Rare fans at Japan’s 
Olympic events 
admit COVID doubts

OYAMA: Fans attend the men’s cycling road individual time trial during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the 
Fuji International Speedway in Oyama, Japan, yesterday. — AFP


