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India skips 
key London 
climate meet  
NEW DELHI: India, the world’s third biggest
emitter of greenhouse gases, skipped a key cli-
mate meeting of more than 50 countries, the
environment ministry said yesterday, citing tech-
nical and other difficulties. The two-day confer-
ence in London was the first face-to-face talks
among governments in more than 18 months and
offered a chance of compromise ahead of the
pivotal COP26 climate summit in November.

The talks on Sunday and Monday followed a
G20 meeting last week in Naples where the
leaders failed to reach a consensus, with India, a
big player in climate negotiations, resisting a
timeline to phase out coal power generation.
Other countries such as Russia, China and
Turkey also resisted such efforts.

The London meeting also ended without an
agreement to phase out the polluting fossil fuel,
according to Britain’s COP26 president, Alok
Sharma. Gaurav Khare, spokesman of India’s
environment ministry, said the government had
decided against attending the London confer-
ence as it had already made its views known at
the G20 in Naples.

“We attended the G20 ministerial and made
our stand clear. The UK Climate ministerial was
right after that,” Khare said in a statement. “It
was being held in the middle of the parliament
session (in India) so it was decided that this time
we cannot be present.”

Khare also said India wanted to participate
virtually but couldn’t “because of various techni-
cal issues”. The London event covered the goal
of keeping to the 1.5 degrees Celsius tempera-
ture rise limit, exploring topics such as climate
finance on which India has been vocal. —AFP

BEIJING: A top-level Taleban delegation visiting
China yesterday assured Beijing the group will not
allow Afghanistan to be used as a base for plotting
against another country.

The delegation is in China for talks with Beijing
officials, as the insurgents continue a sweeping
offensive across Afghanistan — including areas
along their shared border.

Their frontier is just 76 kilometres (47 miles)
long — and at a rugged high altitude without a road
crossing — but Beijing fears Afghanistan could be
used as a staging ground for Uyghur separatists in
Xinjiang.

Taleban spokesman Mohammad Naeem told AFP
those concerns were unfounded.

“The Islamic Emirate assured China that
Afghanistan’s soil would not be used against any
country’s security.”

“They (China) promised not to interfere in
Afghanistan’s affairs, but instead help to solve prob-
lems and bring peace.” Beijing confirmed the thrust
of the talks, which were led on the Chinese side by
Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

But in Kabul Afghanistan’s President Ashraf
Ghani urged the international community “to review
the narrative of the willingness of the Taleban and
their supporters on embracing a political solution.”

“In terms of scale, scope and timing, we are fac-
ing an invasion that is unprecedented in the last 30
years,” he warned in a speech yesterday.

“These are not the Taleban of the 20th century...
but the manifestation of the nexus between transna-
tional terrorist networks and transnational criminal
organisations.”

Analysts say China, whose stated foreign policy
position is non-interference in other countries’
issues, is queasy about the religiosity of the Taleban

given their proximity to Muslim majority Xinjiang
province.

But the meeting gifts legitimacy to an insurgent
group craving international recognition — and a
potential diplomatic shield at the UN — to match
their military march across the nation.

“Wang Yi pointed out, the Afghan Taleban is a
crucial military and political force in Afghanistan,”
Zhao Lijian, foreign ministry spokesman told
reporters in Beijing.

“China has throughout adhered to non-interfer-
ence in Afghanistan’s internal affairs... Afghanistan
belongs to the Afghan people,” he said, in stark
contrast to the “failure of US policy towards
Afghanistan”.

“Afghan people have an important opportunity
to stabilise and develop their own country.”

Sweeping gains 
Taleban officials have cranked up their interna-

tional diplomacy in recent months, seeking global
recognition for when they hope to return to power.
They have made sweeping advances across
Afghanistan since May, when US-led foreign forces
began the last stage of a withdrawal due to be com-
pleted next month. Beijing hosted a Taleban delega-
tion in 2019, but back-door links with the insurgents
existed before, through Pakistan. Communist Party
leaders in Beijing and the fundamentalist Taleban
have little ideological common ground, but experts
feel shared pragmatism could see mutual self-inter-
est trump sensitive differences.

For Beijing, a stable and cooperative administra-
tion in Kabul would pave the way for an expansion
of its Belt and Road Initiative into Afghanistan and
through the Central Asian republics. The Taleban,
meanwhile, would consider China a crucial source

of investment and economic support.
“By getting the Chinese on their side, the

Chinese would be able to provide them with
diplomatic cover at the Security Council ,”
Australia-based Afghanistan expert Nishank
Motwani told AFP.

“It is important to note... when other countries
open up their doors and engage with the Taleban
it undercuts the legitimacy of the Afghan govern-
ment and presents the Taleban almost as a gov-
ernment in waiting.”

The Taleban’s campaign has so far seen them
capture scores of districts, border crossings and

encircle several provincial capitals.
Government forces have abandoned some rural

districts without a fight, but are digging in to defend
provincial capitals even as the insurgents tighten a
noose around the cities.

Rights groups have accused the insurgents of
committing atrocities in territories under their
control, including in the border town of Spin
Boldak, where Afghan officials accuse Taleban
fighters of killing around 100 civilians. The nine-
member Taleban team in China is led by Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar, co-founder of the hardline
movement. —AFP

Afghans have an important opportunity to stabilise their own country

Taleban tell China Afghanistan
will not be base for separatists

Taleban spokesman Mohammad Naeem

China court jails 
billionaire Sun 
Dawu for 18 years 
BEIJING: A Chinese court sentenced agricultural
tycoon Sun Dawu to 18 years in jail yesterday for a
catalogue of crimes including “provoking trouble”
after the outspoken billionaire and grassroots
rights supporter was tried in secret.

The court in Gaobeidian near Beijing said Sun
was found guilty of crimes including “gathering a
crowd to attack state organs,” “obstructing gov-
ernment administration” and “picking quarrels and
provoking trouble,” a catch-all term often used
against dissidents.

He was detained by police in November along
with 20 relatives and business associates after his
firm was embroiled in a land dispute with a state-
owned competitor. The charismatic Sun built one of
China’s biggest private agriculture companies with
his wife from a few chickens and pigs in the 1980s.

He has also been a vocal champion of rural
reforms and a whistleblower during a devastating
swine fever outbreak in 2019, posting photos of
dead pigs online after local officials were slow to
respond to the disease.

Sun was also fined 3.11 million yuan ($475,000)
by the court yesterday. The hearing began at
Gaobeidian People’s Court in northern Hebei
province on July 15, according to his lawyers, who
said in a statement that the secrecy of the trial

“violated legal guidelines and did not protect the
defendant’s litigation rights.”

Sun had previously been sentenced to prison for
“illegal fundraising” in 2003, but this was over-
turned after a massive outpouring of support from
human rights defenders and the public. Video
footage shared by his lawyers on Tuesday showed
tight security outside the courtroom, with convoys
of police vehicles and plainclothes officers. Sun’s
legal team said the trial was “not a normal legal tri-
al,” pointing to marathon hearings lasting over 12
hours as well as the complex charges involved. 

‘Misery beyond words’ 
Prosecutors alleged the Dawu Group deceived

its employees, “seriously interfered with local
orderly administrative management” and “endan-
gered national grassroots political stability”,
according to a court witness account shared by his
legal team.

In response, Sun said the Dawu Group was
“wholly socialist, everyone is on the road to com-
mon prosperity, and Dawu employees live very
well,” according to the account. Sun during the trial
described going on hunger strike and experiencing
“misery beyond words” during his time in deten-
tion, according to the account.

The Dawu Group employed over 9,000 people
before Sun’s assets were seized by the state and
employees forced out of work after Sun’s detention
in November. The businessman has for decades
been a vocal critic of China’s rural policies and has
demanded greater freedom for farmers to organise
to protect their economic interests.

He ran a website in the early 2000s that includ-

ed criticism of state-owned banks, which he
accused of neglecting rural investment while fun-
nelling rural residents’ savings toward urban proj-
ects. His farms were badly affected by the 2019
African swine fever outbreak, which decimated pig
herds nationwide.

He criticised the Hebei local government for
attempting to cover up the scale of the outbreak
and posted pictures of thousands of dead pigs
online-quickly forcing it to respond. China has
cracked down on high-profile business figures crit-
ical of the Communist Party’s rule in recent years,
with former property developer chairman Ren
Zhiqiang also jailed for 18 years last year after pen-
ning an essay lambasting President Xi Jinping’s
handling of COVID-19.  — AFP

HEBEI: File photo shows Chinese billionaire Sun
Dawu posing at a feed warehouse in Hebei outside
Beijing. —AFP

Chinese wounded 
in gun attack 
in Karachi  
KARACHI: At least one Chinese national was
wounded in a gun attack in the southern Pakistani
megacity of Karachi yesterday, police said, in the lat-
est assault targeting Chinese citizens in the country.

Local police said two masked assailants riding on
a motorbike fired at a car carrying two Chinese
nationals, who were working at a nearby factory in
the city. One of the passengers sustained an injury
to his arm in that attack.

“He is stable as fortunately he was not hit on any
vital part of his body,” Javed Akbar Riaz, the police
chief of Karachi’s southern district, told AFP.
Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian
also confirmed the incident. “China is following this
matter closely and the relevant case is still under
investigation,” said Zhao.

“This incident is an isolated case. We are fully

confident that the Pakistani side will ensure the
safety of Chinese nationals and assets in Pakistan,”
he added. The shooting comes just weeks after nine
Chinese nationals were killed in northwest Pakistan
when their bus carrying a team of engineers, sur-
veyors and mechanical staff to a nearby dam site
was targeted in a bombing.

The security of Chinese workers has long been
an issue of concern in Pakistan. Large numbers of
them are based in the country to supervise and
build infrastructure projects. Pakistani officials have
continued to offer only vague details about the
nature of the attack on the dam workers.

However Beijing has been increasingly more
explicit about the blast with a recent report in
Chinese state media suggesting the assault was car-
ried out by Uyghur militants or the Pakistani
Taleban.

No group has claimed responsibility for the
bombing. Islamabad is Beijing’s closest regional ally,
with China pouring billions of dollars into Pakistan
in recent years to boost the nation’s infrastructure.
But Chinese-funded projects have sparked resent-
ment, particularly among separatist groups, who say
locals see little benefit, with most jobs going to out-

siders. In April a suicide blast at a luxury hotel host-
ing the Chinese ambassador in southwest
Balochistan province killed four people and wound-
ed dozens. The ambassador was unhurt. —AFP

KARACHI: Security officials examine a vehicle that was
carrying Chinese nationals in Pakistan’s port city of
Karachi yesterday, as at least one Chinese national was
wounded in a gun attack in the southern Pakistani
megacity of Karachi, police said, in the latest assault
targeting Chinese citizens in the country. —AFP

Taiwan probing 
ex-minister over 
China spy claims 
TAIPEI:  Taiwanese authorities are investigating
whether a former deputy defence minister may
have been recruited by a Chinese spying net-
work, officials and media reports said yesterday.
Chang Che-ping, in office from July 2019 to June
2021, was being probed for allegedly having mul-
tiple contacts with a Chinese spy organisation
over meals, online news website Mirror Media
reported citing sources, in what could be the
island’s highest level espionage case yet.

Taiwan and China have been spying on each
other since the Nationalists fled to the island to
set up a rival government in 1949, having lost the
civil war on the mainland to the communists.
Beijing has ramped up pressure since the 2016
election of President Tsai Ing-wen, as she rejects
its stance that the self-ruled, democratic island is
part of China’s territory.

When asked to comment on the report yester-
day, Taipei district prosecutor’s office confirmed
an investigation was underway but had not con-
cluded. The office declined to elaborate further.
Mirror Media said Chang was being probed for
meeting privately with a Hong Konger in charge
of a spying group and received gifts from that
person whi le he was chief  of  the Air  Force
Combatant Command.

His wife also accepted a paid-for trip to

Hong Kong, the report said. Chang, 63, was
once a frontrunner to become chief of the gen-
eral staff but he was eventually assigned to
head the National  Defence University. The
Mirror Media report said the unnamed Hong
Konger who al legedly attempted to recruit
Chang had been developing a spy network
under the disguise of doing business since Tsai’s
predecessor Ma Ying-jeou, who was president
between 2008 and 2016.

He was l inked to China’s Central Military
Commission and had successfully recruited sev-
eral retired Taiwanese officers, the outlet added,
citing unnamed sources. Chang has denied any
wrongdoing and claimed he strictly followed all
confidentiality requirements during meetings
with friends, Taiwan’s official Central News
Agency said.  —AFP

Rights groups
press to free
S Lanka lawyer
COLOMBO: International calls mounted yesterday
for the release of a Sri Lankan human rights lawyer
and the repeal of anti-terror laws used to detain him
for 15 months. Eleven rights groups, including
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and the
International Commission of Jurists urged Sri Lanka
to free Hejaaz Hizbullah who has been held since April
last year. Hizbullah’s case has also been highlighted by
the UN Human Rights Council and the European par-
liament this year. “Hizbullah is one of many people
detained for inordinate lengths of time without due
process under Sri Lanka’s draconian counter-terror-
ism laws,” the rights groups said in a statement.

They called for the repeal of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act which allows for the prolonged deten-
tion of suspects without judicial review. “We are
deeply concerned by Sri Lanka’s continuing use of
the PTA to enable arbitrary detention, despite com-
mitments made to repeal the act,” the statement said.
Dozens of people are held under the act. Hizbullah
was a vocal advocate of minority Muslim rights and
also successfully challenged a constitutional coup that
briefly brought former president Mahinda Rajapaksa
to power in October 2018. —AFP


