
TUNIS: Tunisia lurched further into political
uncertainty yesterday, as President Kais Saied
sacked more officials, days after he suspended
parliament and assumed executive powers in
what opponents labeled a “coup”. Key civil socie-
ty groups warned against any “il legitimate”
extension of Saied’s 30-day suspension of parlia-
ment, and demanded in a joint statement a time-
line for political action.

After suspending parl iament and sacking
Hichem Mechichi as prime minister on Sunday,
dismissing the defense and justice ministers on
Monday, Saied then issued orders dismissing a
series of top officials. Late Tuesday, 63-year-old
Saied, a former law lecturer who was a political
newcomer when he won a landslide 2019 election
victory, issued decrees sacking a long list of sen-
ior government officials, including the army’s
chief prosecutor.

He has also lifted the parliamentary immunity
of lawmakers, and assumed judicial powers. Saied
says his actions are justified under the constitu-
tion, which al lows the head of state to take
unspecified exceptional measures in the event of
an “imminent threat”.

Political, economic, health crises 
The moderate Islamist Ennahdha party, which

was the largest faction in the coalition govern-
ment, has labelled the power grab a “coup d’etat”,
while the US, EU and other powers have voiced
strong concern. On top of the political turmoil,
the North African nation is struggling with a crip-
plingly economic crisis including soaring inflation
and high unemployment, as wel l  as surging
COVID-19 infections.

Tunisians are waiting anxiously for clarity on
the next political steps. Saied, an austere legal
academic who has said he is determined to revo-
lutionize the political system through the law,
said he would assume executive power “with the
help” of a government whose new chief he would
appoint himself. Names of possible candidates
circulated Wednesday after Saied met with rep-
resentat ives of  nat ional  organizat ions late
Monday.

“President Saied will be very careful in choos-
ing the future head of government, because he
wants a trustworthy and loyal person who would
adopt the same policies as him,” said political sci-
entist Slaheddine Jourchi.

The young democracy had often been cited as
the sole success story of the Arab Spring, the
tumult sparked across the region after Mohamed
Bouazizi, a Tunisian university graduate who
could only find work as a fruit vendor, set himself
on fire in December 2010. But, a decade on, many
in the nation of 12 million people say they have
seen little improvement in living standards, and
have grown infuriated by protracted political
deadlock with infighting among the elite. The
ousted government had also been criticised for its
handling of the COVID pandemic. Tunisia has one
of the world’s highest official per-capita death
tolls.

‘A great challenge’ 
“President Saied is faced with a great chal-

lenge: to show Tunisians and the world that he
made the right decisions,” added Jourchi.

After violent clashes outside the army-block-
aded parliament on Monday, the Ennahdha party

said “organized thugs” were being used to “pro-
voke bloodshed and chaos”. It urged its support-
ers “to go home in the interests of maintaining the
peace and security of our nation”.

On Tuesday Ennahdha said that, “for the sake
of the democratic path,” it is “ready to go to early
legislative and presidential elections” while
demanding “that any delay is not used as a pre-
text to maintain an autocratic regime.”

Noureddine B’Hiri, a senior Ennahdha leader,

said the party had “decided to campaign peace-
fully to defeat” the president’s plans.

But before any elections, “parliament should
resume its activities and the military end its con-
trol ,” B’Hiri  told AFP. In the 10 years since
Tunisia’s popular revolution toppled dictator Zine
El Abidine Ben Ali, Tunisia has had nine govern-
ments. Some have lasted just months, hindering
the reforms needed to revamp the country’s strug-
gling economy and poor public services. —AFP
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TUNIS: People shop from pedlars along a road in the popular souk (market) of Bab el-Fellah in Tunisia’s capi-
tal Tunis yesterday.—AFP

France owes French 
Polynesia ‘a debt’ 
over nuclear tests
PAPEETE: French President Emmanuel Macron
said Tuesday that Paris owed “a debt” to French
Polynesia over nuclear tests conducted in the
South Pacific territory between 1966 and 1996,
but stopped short of apologising.

“I accept responsibility and I want truth and
transparency together with you,” Macron said in a
speech to Polynesian officials during his first offi-
cial trip to the territory, adding that there should
be better compensation for victims of the tests.

“The nation owes a debt to French Polynesia.
This debt is from having conducted these tests, in
particular those between 1966 and 1974. Nobody
can claim that they were clean.” The legacy of
French testing in the territory remains a source of
deep resentment and is seen as evidence of racist
colonial attitudes that disregarded the lives of
locals. The tests were conducted from 1966 to
1996 as France developed nuclear weapons.
Officials denied any cover-up of radiation expo-
sure earlier this month after French investigative
website Disclose reported in March that the
impact from the fallout was far more extensive
than authorities had acknowledged, citing declas-
sified French military documents.

Macron echoed the sentiments in his remarks
on Tuesday. “I want to tell you clearly that the
military who carried them out did not lie to you.
They took the same risks... There were no lies,
there were risks that weren’t calculated, including

by the military.”
“I think it’s true that we would not have done

the same tests in La Creuse or in Brittany,” he
said, referring to regions inside mainland France.
“We did them here because it was further away,
lost in middle of the Pacific,” he said.

But Macron said he nonetheless “fully” stood
behind France’s post-war ambition to acquire
nuclear arms, including for the defence of French
Polynesia. France conducted its first successful
atomic bomb test in 1960, making it the world’s
fourth nuclear power after the US, the Soviet
Union and Britain.

Calls for apology 
Ahead of Macron’s four-day visit, residents in

the sprawling archipelago of more than 100
islands located midway between Mexico and
Australia had been hoping that Macron would
apologise and announce compensation for radia-
tion victims.

Only 63 Polynesian civilians have been com-
pensated for radiation exposure since the tests
ended in 1996, Disclose said, estimating that more
than 100,000 people may have been contaminat-
ed in total, with leukaemia, lymphoma and other
cancers rife.

“We’re expecting an apology from the presi-
dent,” Auguste Uebe-Carlson, head of the 193
Association of victims of nuclear tests, said ahead
of Macron’s visit. “Just as he has recognised as a
crime the colonisation that took place in Algeria,
we also expect him to declare that it was criminal
and that it is a form of colonisation linked to
nuclear power here in the Pacific.”

Meeting Macron on Tuesday on the island of
Moorea, Lena Lenormand, the vice president of
the association, renewed the call. “There are

urgent demands, people who are suffering. We’re
asking you to own what the state did to these
Polynesian people, for an apology and real sup-
port,” she told Macron.

“We can’t help but think that you are at the
end of your term, so words are one thing, but
afterwards, what will be done concretely?” she
told Macron. In response, Macron said he was
“committed to changing th ings” regarding
compensation.

“I’ve heard you, and I’ve heard what you are
asking of me, and you will see my response.” In
his speech, Macron said that since his election in
2017, there has been progress in compensation
claims, but he admitted that it was not enough
and said the deadline for filing claims would be
extended. —AFP

Turkey arrests 
American behind 
coup messaging app 
ISTANBUL: A Turkish-born American linked to a
messaging app used by organisers of a failed coup
in 2016 has arrived in Istanbul and turned himself
in to the police, state media reported yesterday.
David Keynes, also known in Turkey as Alpaslan
Demir, holds the copyright to ByLock, an encrypt-
ed messaging app that has been banned in Turkey
and across parts of the Middle East.

The Turkish government believes the app was
used by organisers of a failed coup in 2016 that
claimed the lives of some 250 people and was fol-
lowed by a sweeping political crackdown and

mass arrests. The Anadolu state news agency said
Keynes arrived in Istanbul on June 9 and turned
himself in to the police under a “repentance law”
that grants more lenient treatment to people who
confess to crimes. It was not clear why state
media reported Keynes’s arrest more than a month
after his arrival in Turkey or why he had decided
to turn himself in. Anadolu said he was put in pre-
trial detention and charged with terror-related
offences that could see him jailed for up to 15
years.

Ankara blames the coup attempt on Fethullah
Gulen, a US-based Muslim preacher who was an
ally-turned-opponent of Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. The Turkish leader responded to
the failed putsch by ordering a comprehensive
crackdown that officials say saw more than
321,000 people detained.

Most have been released, but the scale of the
detentions has had a chilling effect on Turkish pol-

itics, leading to the detention of Erdogan’s politi-
cal opponents and shutdown of independent
media. The courts have handed down life sen-
tences to 3,000 people, according to Anadolu,
while 4,890 defendants have been convicted over
links to the coup bid. —AFP

Russia to boost 
Tajikistan army 
DUSHANBE:  Russia will bolster Central Asian
ally Tajikistan’s military with weapons, equip-
ment and training amid a “deteriorating” situa-
tion in neighbouring Afghanistan, Moscow’s
defence minister said yesterday on a visit to the
country.

Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan will hold
joint military drills next week near Tajikistan’s
border with Afghanistan, where the Taleban has
made huge military gains and claims to control
90 percent of the country’s borders.

Speaking in Tajikistan’s capital Dushanbe
where he met his counterpart Sherali Mirzo,
Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu said
Moscow had organised additional supplies of
weaponry and equipment to bolster
Tajikistan’s army.

“We continue to train qualified Tajik military
personnel. We prepare them both at our military
universities and at the 201st Russian military
base” Shoigu said, referring to Moscow’s base in
the country.

Shoigu, who blamed the worsening security
situation on the “hasty” withdrawal of US forces,
said Moscow was ready to offer “any necessary
help to (our) Tajikistan friends”. Afghanistan’s
government in Kabul has dismissed as a lie the
Taleban’s claim of near total border control.

But the militants last month seized control of
Afghanistan’s main Shir Khan Bandar border
crossing with Tajikistan, following battles that
sent several hundred soldiers from Afghanistan’s
national army retreating into the ex-Soviet
republic.

The Taleban has continued to make gains in
the north of Afghanistan. Last week, Tajikistan
checked the combat readiness of its armed forces
in the biggest such exercise in the country’s his-
tory amid the Taleban’s advance in Afghanistan.

Some 230,000 members of the Central Asian’s
security forces took part in the exercise and
Dushanbe also relocated 20,000 troops to
strengthen its force on the border with
Afghanistan. A Tajik official from the emergencies
committee has said Tajikistan was ready to
accept 100,000 refugees from Afghanistan.

But Tajik foreign minister Sirojiddin Muhriddin
appeared to walk back that pledge at a Tuesday
briefing. Muhriddin said Tajikistan was “not yet
ready to name the exact number of refugees we
can accept”, citing the need for anti-coronavirus
measures as a potential complication.  —AFP
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Photo above shows the ByLock app was used by mem-
bers behind the failed 2016 coup.  

PAPEETE, FRENCH POLYNESIA: France’s President
Emmanuel Macron (C) walks with French Polynesia’s
President Edouard Fritch (centre left) and his wife
Angeline Lehartel (centre right) during a visit at the
presidency on the final day of his visit in Papeete,
French Polynesia. —AFP

Picking up pace: 
Health passes 
in Europe  
PARIS: Health passes are being increasingly adopted
by European countries and limit entry to certain public
places to those who have been vaccinated, recovered
from COVID-19 or tested negative.

Here’s an overview:
Denmark and Hungary pioneers 

Earlier this year Denmark and Hungary were
among the first European countries to introduce
health passes, which are usually available on paper or
in digital format. In Denmark the pass is still required
to enter places such as hairdressers and sports cen-

tres but it will no longer be necessary from Sunday in
museums, cinemas and theatres, and from September
in bars and restaurants.

In Hungary immunity certificates delivered from the
time of the first vaccine shot are required in health
establishments and to attend sports and music events,
as well as gatherings of more than 500 people.

France and Italy join in 
Several countries have followed the Hungarian and

Danish examples, including Austria, where a “green
pass” has been required since early July to go to
restaurants and cultural centres. In Luxembourg a pass
is asked for in shops.

In Azerbaijan a health pass has been mandatory
since the beginning of June to enter sports centres or
attend weddings. In Portugal such a certificate is
required to stay in a hotel or play sport. It is also
required to eat inside restaurants, but only at weekends
in the most hard-hit regions.

France is one of the latest countries to have joined
the system. The pass has been mandatory since July 21
in places of leisure and culture such as cinemas and
museums which take in more than 50 people. From the
beginning of August it will also apply to cafes and
restaurants, fairs and trade shows, planes, long distance
trains and buses, and medical establishments.

Italy will from August 6 impose a “green pass” to
enter closed places like bars and restaurants, but also
swimming pools, sporting facilities, museums, cinemas,
theatres and theme parks. As in Hungary, the pass will
be given from the first dose of vaccine. In Ireland the
health pass is for the time being only needed for indoor
eating and drinking in restaurants and pubs.

Regional measures 
In Germany and Spain the imposition of health pass-

es is a decision taken by the regions. In Spain, the
northern region of Galicia recently became the first in
the country to introduce the pass to enter bars and

restaurants in the hardest-hit places.
In the Canary Islands a health certificate will be

required to go to cinemas, theatres and sports centres
in towns where the incidence rate is more than 500
cases per 100,000 inhabitants. In Germany some
regions require a vaccination certificate or a negative
test to enter hotels, sports halls, cinemas and brothels.

In Russia the Moscow region in June imposed a
health pass for restaurants but this was so unpopular it
was scrapped three weeks later.

Voluntary in some countries 
In Switzerland a health pass is voluntary in many

places like bars and restaurants, fairs, theatres, cinemas,
museums and swimming pools. The pass is only manda-
tory to join demonstrations of more than 1,000 people
and in enclosed spaces like nightclubs. In Kazakhstan
the restaurants and shops which use it have the right to
open later and are exempt from restrictions imposed at
the weekend. —AFP


