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Afghanistan will become ‘pariah state’: US
We are facing an invasion that is unprecedented in the last 30 years: Ghani
NEW DELHI: Afghanistan would become a “pariah
state” if the Taleban take control by force, US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken said yesterday, as a top-level
delegation from the insurgent group visited China to
assure officials of their international obligations.

“An Afghanistan that does not respect the rights of
its people, an Afghanistan that commits atrocities
against its own people would become a pariah state,”
Blinken told reporters in India, where he is on his first
official visit.

In China, the Taleban’s leadership assured Beijing the
group will not allow Afghanistan to be used as a base
for plotting against another country. A delegation
including co-founder Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar is in
China for talks as the insurgents continue a sweeping
offensive across Afghanistan — including areas along
their shared border.

Their frontier is just 76 kilometers (47 miles) long —
and at a rugged high altitude without a road crossing
— but Beijing fears Afghanistan could be used as a
staging ground for Uyghur separatists in Xinjiang.

Taleban spokesman Mohammad Naeem told AFP
those concerns were unfounded. “The Islamic Emirate

assured China that Afghanistan’s soil would not be used
against any country’s security.”

“They (China) promised not to interfere in
Afghanistan’s affairs, but instead help to solve problems
and bring peace.” Beijing confirmed the thrust of the
talks, which were led on the Chinese side by Foreign
Minister Wang Yi.

But in Kabul Afghanistan’s President Ashraf Ghani
urged the international community “to review the narra-
tive of the willingness of the Taleban and their support-
ers on embracing a political solution.”

“In terms of scale, scope and timing, we are facing
an invasion that is unprecedented in the last 30 years,”
he warned in a speech yesterday.

“These are not the Taleban of the 20th century...
but the manifestation of the nexus between transna-
tional terrorist networks and transnational criminal
organizations.”

In New Delhi, Blinken warned the Taleban they
would have to change if they wanted global acceptance.
“The Taleban says that it seeks international recogni-
tion, that it wants international support for Afghanistan.
Presumably it wants its leaders to be able to travel

freely in the world, sanctions lifted, etc,” he said. “The
taking over of the country by force and abusing the
rights of its people is not the path to achieve those
objectives.”

The meeting in Beijing gifts legitimacy to an insur-
gent group craving international recognition — and a
potential diplomatic shield at the UN — to match their
military march across the nation.

“Wang Yi pointed out, the Afghan Taleban is a cru-
cial military and political force in Afghanistan,” foreign
ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian told reporters in
Beijing. “China has throughout adhered to non-interfer-
ence in Afghanistan’s internal affairs... Afghanistan
belongs to the Afghan people,” he said, in stark contrast
to the “failure of US policy towards Afghanistan”.

Sweeping gains 
Taleban officials have cranked up their international

diplomacy in recent months, seeking global recognition
for when they hope to return to power. They have made
sweeping advances across Afghanistan since May, when
US-led foreign forces began the last stage of a with-
drawal due to be completed next month. Beijing hosted

a Taleban delegation in 2019, but back-door links with
the insurgents existed before, through Pakistan.

Communist Party leaders in Beijing and the funda-
mentalist Taleban have little ideological common
ground, but experts feel shared pragmatism could see
mutual self-interest trump sensitive differences.

For Beijing, a stable and cooperative administration
in Kabul would pave the way for an expansion of its
Belt and Road Initiative into Afghanistan and through
the Central Asian republics.

The Taleban, meanwhile, would consider China a
crucial source of investment and economic support. “By
getting the Chinese on their side, the Chinese would be
able to provide them with diplomatic cover at the
Security Council,” Australia-based Afghanistan expert
Nishank Motwani told AFP.

“It is important to note... when other countries open
up their doors and engage with the Taleban it undercuts
the legitimacy of the Afghan government and presents
the Taleban almost as a government in waiting.” The
Taleban’s campaign has so far seen them capture scores
of districts, border crossings and encircle several
provincial capitals. —AFP

TIANJIN: This photo taken yesterday, and released by China’s Xinhua News Agency shows Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi (R) meeting with Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, political chief of Afghanistan’s Taleban, in Tianjin. —AFP

More than half of 
German population 
fully vaccinated  
BERLIN: More than half the population of Germany is
now fully vaccinated, Health Minister Jens Spahn said
yesterday, but concerns are growing about a slowdown in
uptake. “41.8 million Germans now have full protection,
while 61.1 percent have received at least one shot. The
more people who get vaccinated, the safer we will be in
autumn and winter,” Spahn wrote on Twitter.

Germany’s vaccination campaign accelerated in the
spring after a sluggish first few months, yet the country
remains some way off the 80 percent targeted for herd
immunity. The inoculation drive has slowed to a snail’s
pace in recent weeks, sharpening fears of a fourth wave
of infections driven by the more contagious Delta variant.

With case numbers also rising, the debate over how
to convince more people to take the vaccine is set to
become a key issue in the national elections scheduled
for September 26. Unlike other European countries such
as France and Greece, Germany has so far ruled out
introducing compulsory jabs for certain parts of the
population.

Last week, Chancellor Angela Merkel urged citizens to
get vaccinated to curb what she called a “clear and wor-
rying dynamic” in the infection rates. “Every vaccination...
is a small step towards a return to normality,” she said.

Merkel’s chief of staff Helge Braun has also mooted
possible further restrictions on public life for the unvacci-

nated, even if they can show a recent negative test.
“Vaccinated people will definitely have more freedom
than unvaccinated people” if case numbers rise again in
the autumn, said Braun.

Germany has seen low infection numbers over the
summer compared to many of its European neighbours,
but cases have been creeping up over the past weeks.
Yesterday, official figures showed 2768 new coronavirus
cases over the last 24 hours, while the incidence had risen
again to reach 15 cases per 100,000 over a seven-day
period. According to the Robert Koch Institute public
health agency, the Delta variant now accounts for more
than 80 percent of all new infections in Germany. —AFP

BERLIN: Passengers stand on an escalator next to a sign
pointing to a test center for COVID-19 coronavirus at the
BER Willy Brandt airport in Brandenburg, near
Schoenefeld und Berlin, yesterday. —AFP

US slaps sanctions 
on Syria armed group 
with Turkey links 
WASHINGTON: The United States yesterday slapped
sanctions on a Syrian armed group that killed a Kurdish
politician amid Turkey’s 2019 incursion, vowing to keep
pursuing accountability in the war-ravaged country.

The United States also took action against two men
accused of funding extremists in Syria, including one
based in Turkey, as well as five prison officials from
President Bashar al-Assad’s regime over torture. The
Treasury Department said it was blocking any assets and
banning any US transactions with Ahrar al-Sharqiya, a
once obscure armed group that came under the spotlight
as Turkey sent forces into northern Syria in October 2019
following talks with then president Donald Trump.

The UN rights office said that fighters from the group
pulled a 35-year-old Syrian Kurdish politician, Hevrin

Khalaf, out of her car and shot her dead in a possible war
crime. The Treasury Department said the group has killed
hundreds more since 2018 in a prison it runs near Aleppo
and has integrated former members of the Islamic State
extremist group. “Our designations today should serve as
a reminder that the United States will use all its diplomat-
ic tools to promote accountability of persons who have
inflicted abuses and suffering against the Syrian people,”
said Aimee Cutrona, a senior State Department official
handling Syria. 

“These designations come at a moment in which we
are seeing an increase of violence in northwest Syria.
The United States continues to call for an immediate
nationwide ceasefire and de-escalation of violence in
Syria,” she told reporters. The Treasury Department
took action against five prison officials and eight prisons
as it estimated that 14,000 people have been tortured to
death as Assad crushes a decade-old uprising. It also
imposed sanctions on Hasan al-Shaban, an alleged Al-
Qaeda fund-raiser based in Turkey, and Farrukh
Furkatovitch Fayzimatov, who is accused of funding the
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham alliance, led by Al-Qaeda’s former
Syria affiliate. —AFP

Austria court orders 
duo jailed for 
joining IS in Syria
VIENNA:  An Austrian court has sentenced two men
to jail over their involvement with the Islamic State
group in Syria, a spokeswoman said yesterday, follow-
ing a high-profile trial in the country that had one of
Europe’s largest per capita rates of IS fighters. A
Chechnya-born man who fled to Austria in 2004 was
sentenced to six and a half years in jail, while an
Austrian was sentenced to four and a half years in ver-
dicts late Tuesday following a weeks-long trial, the
Vienna court spokeswoman told AFP. In 2013, the duo
left Austria to join IS in Syria, according to the indict-
ment cited by the APA agency. The first defendant

stayed one and a half years, while the second just
stayed several months. Both can appeal the verdicts.

Their recruiter Mirsad Omerovic-a jihadist of
Bosnian origin considered the central figure in Austria’s
extremist scene-was also found guilty, the spokes-
woman said. Omerovic is already serving a 20-year
prison sentence after a court in 2016 found him guilty
of “belonging to a terrorist group”, and so no further
jail term was ordered. Initially seven people had been
charged, including the duo’s wives, and the Chechnya-
born man’s parents. But the women-one of whom has
already separated from her husband-were acquitted
of the charges of complicity. The Chechnya-born
man’s father died in December, while his mother is
believed to be on the run. An arrest warrant has been
issued for her. In 2017, authorities said that 300 people
from Austria, which has a population of nine million, had
travelled or attempted to travel to Syria since the civil
war there began in 2011, one of the highest numbers
per capita in the European Union. —AFP

Tensions as US, 
Russia hold strategic 
stability talks 
GENEVA: The United States and Russia were hold-
ing a fresh round of talks in Geneva yesterday
aimed at stabilising the thorny relationship between
Moscow and Washington. The talks are a continua-
tion of the strategic dialogue which started last
month in the Swiss city with the first summit
between Russian President Vladimir Putin and US
President Joe Biden.

The meeting is taking place behind closed doors
and with no media present. The talks, being led by
US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman and
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov,
are expected to last most of the day. Moscow and
Washington have both toned down expectations,
with no spectacular results expected from the meet-
ing — just as with the June 16 presidential summit.

The talks will cover the thorny issue of arms con-
trol. Bonnie Jenkins, who one week ago was con-
firmed as the under secretary of state for arms con-
trol and international security affairs, is part of the
US delegation. “Through this dialogue, we seek to
lay the groundwork for future arms control and risk
reduction measures,” the State Department said
when announcing yesterday’s Geneva talks.

Ryabkov told Russian news agencies on Tuesday
that the talks would allow Moscow to “understand
how serious the mindset of our US colleagues is in

terms of establishing a concentrated, energetic dia-
logue in strategic stability”. But he added: “I would
not raise the bar of expectations.”

Strained ties 
The diplomacy comes amid tensions on multiple

fronts between the two nations. Washington has
warned the Kremlin it will take action if Moscow
does not stop the wave of cyberattacks which,
according to the US authorities, are largely coming
from Russian territory.

Moscow denies any responsibility. Biden on
Tuesday voiced concern about the recent increase
in cyberattacks, including via ransomware, which
typically see hackers encrypting victims’ data and
then demanding money for restored access.

He also accused Putin of seeking to disrupt the
2022 US congressional elections by spreading “mis-
information”. “It’s a pure violation of our sovereign-
ty,” he said, while lashing out at his Russian coun-
terpart. Putin has “a real problem, he is sitting on
top of an economy that has nuclear weapons and
nothing else,” Biden said. “He knows he is in real
trouble, which makes him even more dangerous in
my view.”

Putin has nonetheless welcomed Biden’s efforts
to bring more predictability to the relationship
between the two global powerhouses. During their
Geneva summit last month, the two presidents, who
hold the world’s largest nuclear arsenals, shook
hands and spoke for more than three hours.

They stressed the importance of dialogue, not-
ing that even at the height of the Cold War,
Moscow and Washington spoke to each other to
avoid the worst. —AFP


