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Vaccine certificate
must be updated
after passport renewal 
KUWAIT: People vaccinated against COVID-
19 in Kuwait and who have renewed their pass-
ports after receiving their digital certificates
are required to go to the help desk at the
Kuwait Vaccination Center in Mishref in order
to update their certificates with the new pass-
port number. This requirement is especially
important for people planning to travel, in
order to avoid problems registering their cer-
tificate online. Meanwhile, a health ministry
source revealed that at least 50 percent of
children aged 12-15 who have registered to
vaccinate against COVID-19 have already
received their first dose in the first 10 days
since the health ministry started vaccinating
this age group.

Kuwait’s Ministry of Health had said on
Tuesday that five people succumbed to the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) and 933 others
have been infected with the disease over the
previous 24 hours. The new figures raised
death toll to 2,298 and total infections to
394,538 people as of Tuesday, the Ministry’s
spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said. As
many as 1,378 people recovered from the virus
in the same period, taking the total to 378,810,
he added, noting that the ratio of infection to
recovery hit 96 percent.

Up to 301 patients were being treated at
ICUs while active cases reached about 14,500
as of Tuesday, he said. The overall medical
swabs rose by 12,442 to 3,352,915, he stated.
The percentage of infected cases in Ahmadi hit
35 percent, in Hawally 25, Farwaniya 18, Jahra
12 and the Capital 10, he pointed out. Dr Sanad
renewed his call for both citizens and residents
to abide by health precautions and physical
distancing, as well as avoid gatherings. He fur-
ther urged the public to follow up official
accounts of the ministry, and the bodies’
guidelines and recommendations in order to
control the spread of the virus. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Abdaly land border customs officers foiled an
attempt to smuggle around 1.25 kg of shabu drugs in
a truck that arrived from Iraq yesterday. The drugs
were found in the upper fittings of the driver’s seat.

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Airport will reopen
from August 1, and many residents stranded in vari-
ous countries around the world are expected to
return. But there are many challenges ahead for
some of those stuck in Dubai. Kuwait has imple-
mented a no-vaccine-no entry policy for those who
are returning, requiring all residents to be fully vac-
cinated with jabs recognized by Kuwait - namely
Pfizer-BioNTech, Oxford-AstraZeneca, Johnson &
Johnson and Moderna. 

Just before the rollout of vaccines in December last
year, residents from certain countries had to spend 14
days in a third country before arriving to Kuwait, so
many residents chose Dubai as their quarantine desti-
nation. But months after the implementation of this
third-country quarantine rule, Kuwait cancelled the
order, leaving hundreds if not thousands of Kuwait-
based workers stranded in the Emirates.  

One of them is Benjie Andales Coyus, who has
been in the UAE for the last six months. “I came
here on January 16, 2021, and my ticket to Kuwait
was booked for February 10. But on February 7,
Kuwait implemented a lockdown, so from then on I
am anxiously waiting for any good news about the
border reopening,” he said. Coyus left his hotel in
Dubai after spending more than two months there
and moved in with a friend to save money.

“Here I am also paying for the small room, equiv-
alent to KD 62. This amount is sent by my brother,
who is also working abroad. If not for him, I couldn’t
survive in Dubai,” he said. “My friend here is shar-
ing food with me and sometimes some of his friends
also share something. This is how I managed to sur-
vive in Dubai over the past six months.” 

Coyus has four children in the Philippines who

depend on his remittances, and according to him,
they have waited long enough. “During the past six
months, I sent nothing to my family. Thank God,
they managed to live mostly due to the help of many
people around them and by borrowing money from
our relatives. If there’s nothing to eat, they eat rice
and salt. That is why I value my stay here and am
praying to God that one day I will be able to return
to Kuwait,” he said.  

“I hope the Philippine government does something
for us. What we need is a vaccine. The UAE doesn’t
want to vaccinate us because we are visitors. We
already informed the embassy here about our situa-
tion and their solution is for us to go back home. My
visa is about to expire, and I want to start working
again. I hope the UAE government will reconsider our
status and administer us with the vaccine needed to
re-enter Kuwait,” Coyus pleaded. He said there are
hundreds of Kuwait-based workers stranded in the
UAE, while some have already gone back home.  

Students stranded
Grace Martinez, a Filipina who is married to an

Egyptian, said her two sons are stranded in Dubai
since Jan 25. “My two sons, Rashid (23 years old)
and Raed (21 years old) with their friend Jasmine are
stranded in Dubai for the last six months. They are
students in the Philippines and frequently visit us
every six months so that their visa doesn’t expire.
But the pandemic has separated us for almost two
years now,” she lamented. 

“When third-country quarantine was allowed, we
immediately booked them tickets to Dubai. But they
were caught with the new flight ban in Kuwait. They
eagerly want to be home with us here in Kuwait,”
Martinez said. She said they were happy to hear
about the reopening of the airport to foreigners, but

the new rules only apply to those who are fully vac-
cinated. “Our excitement was cut short when
Kuwait announced only those who are fully vacci-
nated are allowed to come. How can they enter
Kuwait when they are not vaccinated, let alone the
fact that they are temporary visitors to the UAE?
They are not residents of that country, so it’s hard
to get the vaccine,” she said. 

“I hope Kuwait will reconsider its decision for us.

Maybe they can allow our kids to undergo quaran-
tine - we are more than willing to abide by their
policies of quarantine. If they allow domestic
helpers to do this, I hope they consider those who
have already undergone six months of quarantine in
other countries. Please have mercy on us - we need
help, we need intervention, we need understanding
for our predicament which we have endured for the
past six months,” she cried. 

As airport set to reopen for residents,
challenges remain for unvaccinated

Al-Razi Hospital
Tower vital in
treating COVID-19
KUWAIT: Al-Razi Hospital Tower became one of
the Kuwaiti health system’s main facilities to help
fight COVID-19 cases, especially emergency cases.
The Tower includes an integrated medical team for
intensive and internal care, as well as cardiologists,
lung, dialysis and physiotherapy doctors. In remarks
to KUNA yesterday, the health ministry COVID-19
team leader Dr Hashem Al-Hashemi said that the
plan of using Al-Razi Tower as a COVID-19 treat-
ment center began in 2020. He affirmed that the
Tower is one of the newest medical buildings in the
country, provided with modern technologies and
professional health cadres. Moreover, he noted that
the ministry has provided the tower with supportive
medical services such as radiology, laboratories and
pharmacies, in addition to a specialized emergency
system to deal with COVID-19 critical cases.

Meanwhile, Head of Anesthesiology Department
and Intensive Care Unit Dr Hussein Al-Mejadi said
that the medical team in the Tower applies the

global protocols in dealing with the COVID-19
cases. He also noted that there is a 24/7 monitoring
system to follow up with patients via cameras to
help reduce the infection rate among medical staff
and ensure their safety. The medical team meets
with the patients’ families on a daily basis to keep
them updated with their relatives’ health situation,
he added. He indicated that the ministry is respon-
sible for providing all requirements and supplies
the Tower needs immediately and in a mechanism

completely different from what prevailed before the
pandemic.

On the spread of the Delta variant, he said that
the disease has become more severe, that the vast
majority of the infected were unvaccinated. Since
the beginning of the pandemic, there has been
vague and unclear information about vaccines, but
after vaccinating more than three billion people in
the world, the effectiveness of the vaccine has
become clear, he added. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Three people died and one
was injured in a head-on collision
between two SUVs on Fahaheel
Highway near Salwa yesterday morn-

ing. The accident happened when one
of the vehicles was driving in the
opposite direction, and crashed
head-on with the other vehicle,

according to the police report. The
three victims were identified as one
Kuwaiti man, one man from the Gulf
and one Asian woman, while the

injured man, Asian, was rushed to
hospital for treatment, the interior
ministry said in a statement. Further
investigations are ongoing.

Three dead in Fahaheel Highway accident 

KUWAIT: Four people were injured in a fire
reported yesterday in Khaitan. Three of the vic-
tims suffered from smoke inhalation and were
treated onsite, while the fourth was taken to hos-

pital for treatment after he suffered mild burns,
Kuwait Fire Force said in a statement. Farwaniya
and Sabhan f iremen rushed to the scene in
response to an emergency call and evacuated the

building before tackling the blaze which gutted a
second-floor apartment, KFF noted, adding that
an investigation was opened to determine the
cause of the fire.

Four hurt in Khaitan fire


