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Kuwait Amir receives Crown Prince, 
Parliament Speaker, Prime Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
at Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness the 
Amir also received National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and separate-
ly, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.  

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown 
Prince received the visiting First Deputy 
Speaker of the Federal National Council of 
the United Arab Emirates Hamad Al-
Rahoumi and his accompanying delegation. 
The meeting was attended by Speaker 
Ghanim, the Deputy Speaker of the National 
Assembly and head of the accompanying 
delegation Ahmed Khalifa Al-Shami, 

Director of the Office of His Highness the 
Crown Prince, retired Lieutenant-General 
Jamal Muhammad Al-Dhiab and 
Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs in the 
Office of His Highness the Crown Prince 
Mazen Issa Al-Issa as well as Assistant 
Foreign Minister for GCC Affairs 
Ambassador Nasser Hajji Al-Muzayen. His 
Highness the Prime Minister also received 
the visiting UAE delegation. Separately, His 
Highness the Crown Prince also received His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled at Bayan Palace. 

In the meantime, His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
sent yesterday, a cable of congratulations 
and best wishes to King Mohammed VI of 
Morocco on the 22nd anniversary of his 

accession to the throne, wishing the nation 
prosperity and development under the wise 
leadership of the monarch. His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah sent similar cables. In other news, 
His Highness the Amir received a telephone 
call from Sayid Ammar Al-Hakim, chairman of 
the Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq. During 
the call, relations between the two countries 
and their peoples have been reviewed, and 
Al-Hakim wished His Highness the Amir ever-
lasting well-being, and Kuwait further 
progress and prosperity under his wise lead-
ership. His Highness the Amir thanked Al-
Hakim for the good feelings and initiative, 
wishing him good health.  — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets First Deputy Speaker of the Federal National Council of the United 
Arab Emirates Hamad Al-Rahoumi and his accompanying delegation.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets First Deputy Speaker of the Federal National Council of the United Arab Emirates Hamad Al-Rahoumi and his accompanying delegation.

Continued from Page 1 
 
 developments related to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, ways to face challenges resulting from it and 
enhancing bilateral relations between the two sides. 

Sheikh Ahmad stressed Kuwait’s supportive 
stand towards efforts exerted by the organization 
on all levels to contain the pandemic and prevent its 
spread. He praised and valued the efforts by WHO 
in this field, stressing the importance of internation-

al efforts to combat the pandemic and guarantee 
the equal distribution of vaccines to all countries. 

Tedros expressed appreciation and gratitude to 
the regional and international humanitarian, distin-
guished and pioneering Kuwaiti role in supporting 
afflicted and affected peoples in the fight against 
epidemics and infectious diseases. He also praised 
the efficiency and effectiveness of all measures and 
efforts taken by Kuwait in confronting the pandem-
ic. He expressed thanks to Kuwait for hosting a 
WHO office and the continuous support of Kuwait 
to the organization’s goals and objectives.  

Tedros later paid a visit to Kuwait Vaccination 
Center, accompanied by a number of top health 
ministry officials. He also made a similar visit to 
Jaber Hospital for COVID-19 patients. 

Amir meets WHO 
chief, hails...

Continued from Page 1 
 
A healthy human adult in the shade with unlimit-

ed drinking water will die if so-called “wet-bulb” 
temperatures (TW) exceed 35C for six hours, sci-
entists have calculated. It was long assumed this 
theoretical threshold would never be crossed, but 
US researchers reported last year on two locations 
- one in Pakistan, another in the United Arab 
Emirates - where the 35C TW barrier was breached 
more than once, if only fleetingly. 

An increase in algae blooms - sometimes known 
as “sea snot” - is one thing, at least, that can’t be 
blamed on climate change, according to a recent 
study. A critical UN assessment of climate science 
currently under review by 196 nations, meanwhile, 
will highlight the rising threat of “tipping points” in 
Earth’s climate system, according to sources who 
have seen drafts of the report. 

Anyone who has tried to balance in a chair lean-
ing back on two legs knows there is a point-of-no-
return beyond which things crash to the floor. And 
so it is with kilometers-thick ice sheets atop 
Greenland and West Antarctica holding enough 
frozen water to lift oceans more than a dozen 
meters. It may take centuries or longer, but some 
scientists say that big chunks are already “commit-
ted”, and the melting “locked-in”.  

Likewise with the Amazon basin. Climate change 
coupled with fires set ablaze to clear land for cattle 
and crops are pushing the world’s largest tropical 
forest - a process dubbed “savannafication” - into 

arid expanses of grasslands. These shifts are accel-
erated by vicious cycles of warming that scientists 
call “feedbacks”. As the thin crust of snow-covered 
ice floating on the Arctic Ocean, for example, gives 
way over the years to deep blue sea, the Sun’s plan-
et-warming radiation is absorbed rather than 
bounced back into space. The reflective capacity of 
white surfaces is called “albedo”. 

As for increasingly misnamed “permafrost”, trust 
me, you don’t want to know. (If you insist: Shallow 
tundra in Siberia and other sub-Arctic regions con-
tains twice as much carbon as in the atmosphere. 
We’d all be better off if it stayed there.) How do 
humans reacts to all these grim tidings? Some slip 
into “doomism”, the understandable but useless idea 
that the “Earth system” - now a branch of science - 
is in a terminal nose dive. 

Humanity, they will point out, has almost used 
up its “carbon budget”, and is on track to massive-
ly “overshoot” the Paris treaty goal of capping 
global warming at 1.5 degrees above preindustrial 
levels. Others are suffering from a mental state 
known as “solastalgia”, which combines melan-
choly, grief and nostalgia for a world that seems to 
be slipping from our grasp. 

At the other extreme, the “Greta effect” has giv-
en rise to a generation of uncompromising climate 
warriors inspired by the young Swedish activist, and 
known in Italy as “Gretini”. Post-COVID, their par-
ents dream of escaping to Bali or the Maldives for 
some “last chance tourism” before all the coral reefs 
die. But “flight shaming” for the carbon foot print of 
flying half-way across the globe may prevent them 
from getting off the ground. So the family might as 
well settle in for a “CliFi” movie on Netflix - 
Interstellar and Snowpiercer perhaps - or a docu-
mentary on how “blue carbon” in the ocean could 
save us all. —  AFP  

New climate  
lingo boggles...

BEIRUT: This picture taken yesterday shows a view of a 25-metre-tall steel sculpture dubbed “The 
Gesture” by Lebanese artist Nadim Karam, made from debris resulting from the aftermath of the blast at 
the port of Beirut, hanging from a crane at the site of the blast at the port near the now-iconic damaged 
grain silos. — AFP 
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 from medicine to fuel, many survivors are simmer-

ing in the lead-up to the tragedy’s first anniversary. 
“The explosion still lives inside of me,” Rizk said, 
speaking to AFP from under the office building where 
he was when the blast went off. “With August 4 
approaching, knowing that nobody has been caught 
or sent to prison, the anger is hitting hard,” he added. 
“It makes you want to break things, take to the streets 
in protest, throw Molotov cocktails, spark a fire... any-
thing to let the anger out.” 

Rizk was standing on a balcony overlooking the 
port, filming plumes of smoke rising from a warehouse, 
when the hundreds of tons of ammonium nitrate fertil-
izer stocked inside it exploded in front of him. The 
blast left him with more than 350 stitches and perma-
nently impaired his vision. He can barely see at night 
now, making his world even darker in a country blight-
ed by endless cuts. But physical scars are a secondary 
problem, he said. “The trauma, it rips you up inside,” 
said Rizk, who is now planning to emigrate to Canada. 
“It’s like internal crying.” 

Sitting in his clinic nearby, Rony Mecattaf said he is 
adjusting to the permanent loss of vision in his right 
eye after three surgeries and several meetings with 
specialists in Europe over the past 12 months. To com-
pensate for blind spots, the 59-year-old psychothera-
pist always sits on the corner of the table and walks 
on the left side of the street. He laughs along when his 
friends jokingly call him the “one-eyed man”. 

Mecattaf said the past year has felt like a “shed-
ding of illusions”. “It’s been an incredible illusion this 
country, this capacity that we always prided ourselves 
on, on being able to have fun... to live the life,” 
Mecattaf said. “All of that got shattered.” What 
remains is the reality of collective trauma and the lack 
of space to heal as the country slides deeper into 
chaos. “There is a survival mode we are all in,” 
Mecattaf said. “This surviving process doesn’t allow 
for a real and healthy time to process.”  

On the roof of her apartment in Mar Mikhael, a 
neighborhood severely damaged by the blast, Julia 
Sabra said she now feels unsafe at home. The 28-year-
old singer moved back to her renovated flat five 
months after it was devastated by the explosion. “My 
boyfriend was unconscious on the floor, blood all over 
his face and leg,” Sabra said. Since moving back, she 
said they have been “just terrified of any sound... 
doors shutting, storms, winds being too loud, hearing 
something fall down the stairs.” 

With the blast’s anniversary date approaching, 
Sabra said she mostly felt “rage and hopelessness”. 
“You can’t get a break... you are trying to heal from a 
certain trauma or wound from the blast and you also 
have to deal with day-to-day shortages of every-
thing,” she said. In July, Sabra and her band - 
Postcards - played at the renowned Baalbek festival, 
including a track which explicitly references the 
explosion and is called “Home is so Sad” after a Philip 
Larkin poem. 

The nagging drumbeat and ethereal vocals convey 
deep sadness and vulnerability, aptly capturing what 
has been the dominant mood for many Beirutis since 
the blast. “Something changed,” Sabra said. “I’m not 
sure if I would say (Beirut) lost its soul, I still think it 
has a lot of soul, but it’s a wounded soul.” — AFP  

Beirut blast  
still haunts...


