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 News in brief

Amir meets WHO chief, hails  
leading role played by body

Tedros visits Kuwait Vaccination Center, Jaber Hospital 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at Bayan 
Palace visiting World Health Organization Director 
General Tedros Ghebreyesus and his accompanying 
delegation. During the reception, HH the Amir 
praised WHO’s leading role in promoting health and 
safety, as well as its efforts in facing the COVID-19 
pandemic and diseases in general, reaffirming at the 

same time continued and close cooperation with the 
organization in manifestation of Kuwait’s pioneering 
humanitarian role. 

Tedros expressed sincere appreciation to HH the 
Amir and Kuwait for its pioneering humanitarian 
role in supporting the organization, terming its con-
tribution as “effective”. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also received 

Tedros at Bayan Palace. He praised the role played 
by WHO in confronting the COVID-19 pandemic 
and stressed on Kuwait’s responsibility towards the 
international community to extend a helping hand 
through WHO, as well as pledging to provide $60 
million to organizations and countries affected by 
the pandemic. 

HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-

Hamad Al-Sabah met Tedros too at Bayan Palace. 
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah and sen-
ior officials were present at all meetings. Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah also met Tedros. During the meeting, both 
officials discussed the latest global health 
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KUWAIT: (Left) HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Director General of the World Health Organization Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus at Bayan Palace yesterday. (Right) Tedros visits the Kuwait 
Vaccination Center at the fairgrounds in Mishref yesterday. — Photos by KUNA and Yasser Al-Zayyat

18 killed in India crash 
 
LUCKNOW: Eighteen migrant laborers sleeping 
on a highway in northern India after their bus 
broke down died when a truck rammed into the 
vehicle, police said yesterday. At least 19 others 
were injured in the accident in Uttar Pradesh state. 
Most of the passengers were returning home to the 
eastern state of Bihar after working in the states of 
Punjab or Haryana. The passengers got off the bus 
after its axle shaft broke and were sleeping next to 
it when a truck crashed into it from behind. — AFP 

S Africa ‘appalled’ by Zionist status 
 
JOHANNESBURG: South Africa yesterday 
vehemently objected to last week’s “unilateral” 
decision by the African Union Commission to grant 
the Zionist entity an official observer status at the 
continental organization. In a strongly worded 
statement, the continental powerhouse said it “is 
appalled at the unjust and unwarranted decision of 
the AU Commission to grant (the Zionist entity) 
observer status in the African Union”. — AFP 

Morocco announces Stone Age find 
 
RABAT: Archaeologists in Morocco have 
announced the discovery of North Africa’s oldest 
Stone Age hand-axe manufacturing site, dating 
back 1.3 million years, an international team report-
ed yesterday. The find pushes back by hundreds of 
thousands of years the start date in North Africa of 
the Acheulian stone tool industry associated with a 
key human ancestor, Homo erectus, researchers on 
the team told journalists in Rabat. — AFP 

Chopper delivery sparks probe  
 
KUALA LUMPUR: With Malaysians stuck at 
home due to a coronavirus outbreak, food delivery 
services are increasingly popular - but one cus-
tomer has sparked an outcry by sending a helicop-
ter across the country to collect a rice dish. Police 
are investigating an alleged breach of virus rules 
after the aircraft landed in Ipoh city to pick up 36 
portions of the rice dish and returned to Kuala 
Lumpur, 180 km away. — AFP 

PARIS: One of the annoying things about global 
warming - besides the likelihood it will ravage life on 
Earth - is all the new words we are expected to learn 
in order to track our descent into climate chaos. 

Rising temperatures have not only boosted the inten-
sity or frequency of major storms and heatwaves, they 
have spawned rare or novel weather phenomena, 
accompanied by new more-or-less scientific names. 

“Firenados”, for example, occur when searing 
heat and turbulent winds rise above out-of-con-
trol forest fires in tornado-like columns. California 
and Australia have seen plenty of these vertical 
flame-throwers, and will likely see a lot more, sci-
entists say. So-called “dry thunderstorms” in 
drought-stricken regions such as the southwest-
ern United States are a big tease, producing thun-

der and lightning, but no rain. 
The air below these high-altitude light-shows is 

so parched that any moisture produced evaporates 
on the way down. Then there are the fire-induced, 
smoke-infused “pyrocumulonimbus” clouds that 
darkened Australian skies during the Black Summer 
of 2019-2020; or “urban heat islands” in big cities 
everywhere that run a couple degrees Celsius hot-
ter than surrounding areas.But nothing is more ter-
rifying, perhaps, than the potentially deadly combi-
nation of heat and relative humidity.  
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New climate  
lingo boggles  
the mind

BEIRUT: Beirut port blast survivor Shady Rizk takes a picture on July 15, 2021 
from the building hosting his former office overlooking Beirut’s port, where he 
was standing at the moment of the devastating port blast last August. — AFP

KARO, Indonesia: People look on as Mount Sinabung erupts spewing a mas-
sive column of smoke and ash yesterday. —  AFP 

BEIRUT: A year after the cata-
clysmic Beirut port blast, Shady 
Rizk’s doctors are still plucking glass 
from his body. The latest extraction 
was a centimeter-long sliver above 
his knee pit. “Almost every month, I 
find a new piece... the glass is still 
stuck in my thighs, my legs, and I 
guess, in my arms,” said Rizk, a 36-
year-old network engineer who was 
sprayed with shards during the 

explosion. “The doctors said there 
will continue to be glass in my body 
for several years,” he said. 

The August 4 blast that thundered 
through the city levelled entire neigh-
borhoods, killed more than 200 peo-
ple, wounded 6,500 others and pum-
meled the lives of survivors. This dark 
blotch in Lebanon’s chaotic history 
has since folded into a nightmarish 
year amid a stalled blast probe and an 
accelerating financial crisis branded 
by the World Bank as one of the worst 
in modern times. 

With no politicians held to account 
and the country facing soaring pover-
ty, a plummeting currency, angry 
protests and shortages of basic items 
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Beirut blast  
still haunts  
survivors

MEDAN: Indonesia’s Mount Sinabung 
erupted yesterday, spewing a massive 
column of smoke and ash into the sky. 
The eruption of the volcano in North 
Sumatra province lasted about 12 min-
utes, a local geological agency said. 
“The volcanic material reached 4,500 
meters into the air,” the head of the 
agency’s Sinabung monitoring post, 

Armen Putra, told AFP. An image shared 
by the agency showed a column of thick, 
dark smoke coming from the crater. 

Clouds of smoke and ash travelled 
1,000 m away from the peak, the agency 
added. No evacuation orders were 
issued because the debris did not reach 
the nearest villages and there was no 
reported disruption to flights in the area. 
But authorities have instructed people to 
avoid a five-kilometer zone around the 
crater that has been left unoccupied for 
years as volcanic activity increased. 

Sinabung, a 2,460-m volcano, was 
dormant for centuries before roaring 
back to life in 2010 when an eruption  
killed two people. — AFP 

Sinabung  
volcano  
spews ash


