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ICHINOMIYA: Hawaiian surfer Carissa Moore said
she was bringing Olympic gold home to the sport’s
roots after winning a historic inaugural title at the
Tokyo Games yesterday. Moore beat South African
Bianca Buitendag in the final to become surfing’s first
women’s Olympic champion, shortly after Brazil’s Italo
Ferreira won the men’s title.

The American dedicated her victory to her home
island, more than a century after legendary Hawaiian
Duke Kahanamoku first pushed for surfing to be
included at the Games. “It means everything-surfing is
Hawaii’s sport, and that’s where it started,” she said. “I
hope I am a good ambassador for our sport and the
aloha spirit and for our people. It gives the people of
Hawaii hope that they can do anything they dream of.”

Ferreira claimed the gold medal in the men’s event

despite snapping his board on the first wave in his final
against Japan’s Kanoa Igarashi. Ferreira, who learned
to surf standing on the foam box his father sold fish
from, had to bob up and down in the ocean as a team
official brought him a replacement.

But he recovered to turn in an imperious perform-
ance, dominating the contest before being carried
back up the beach on his teammates’ shoulders. “I
think it’s one of the best days of my life, for sure,” said
Ferreira, the 2019 world champion. “For me that was a
long day, and it was a dream come true. In the last
couple of months I have been training a lot, just to live
in this moment.”

‘Olympic sport forever’
Australia’s Owen Wright took the bronze medal,

less than six years after suffering a serious head
injury that left him needing to learn to walk and surf
again. He beat much-fancied Brazil ian Gabriel
Medina for the bronze, after Igarashi had ousted the
world number one in a spectacular semi-final.

But the Japanese rider could not repeat the
achievement in the final, with Ferreira in unstop-
pable form. “I started surfing on a cooler, and then I
won my first event, and after that I had a lot of pas-
sion for the sport and then I started to make histo-
ry,” said Ferreira. “I’m so proud to grow up in a
place where I had great people behind me. They
gave me a lot of support to be here, and this is what
motivates me.”

Moore went into the women’s competition as the
world number one, and was helped along the way by
upsets that eliminated several of her main rivals.
Underdog Buitendag knocked out seven-time world
champion Stephanie Gilmore and world number six
Caroline Marks on her way to the final, but Moore
was just too hot to handle.

“I couldn’t have asked for a better end to this
whole day,” said Moore. “I was happy to finally find
a couple of waves and do a couple of good turns
and feel like I got to surf a little bit. I’m so honored
to be representing the US and wearing the gold
medal and bringing it back to Hawaii.”

Japan’s Amuro Tsuzuki beat Marks to win the
women’s bronze medal. The medal events-originally
scheduled to take place today-were moved forward
to yesterday to take advantage of favorable wave
conditions. Fans were locked out of Tsurigasaki
Beach, around 100 kilometers (60 miles) east of
Tokyo, but the surfers were happy with their sport’s
Olympic debut. “No matter what happens in the
future, we’re going to be an Olympic sport forever,”
said Igarashi, whose dashing good looks and run to
the final whipped Japanese fans into a frenzy. “This
week was historical . To be represented at  an
Olympics is something that every sport wants to
achieve.” — AFP

Surfing’s coming home: Hawaiian
wins historic Olympic gold
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TOKYO: USA’s Lydia Jacoby (left) celebrates winning with
third-placed USA’s Lilly King after the final of the
women’s 100m breaststroke swimming event during the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Tokyo Aquatics Centre
in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

US teen dethrones
King to claim
‘insane’ Olympic
breaststroke gold
TOKYO: US teenager Lydia Jacoby eclipsed team-
mate and Olympic champion Lilly King to claim
100m breaststroke gold yesterday in one of the
biggest upsets yet in the Tokyo pool. The 17-year-
old Games debutant shocked even herself when she
stormed home from third to touch in 1min 04.95sec,
staring open-mouthed at the scoreboard.

Her manic dash over the final 15m put her ahead
of South Africa’s Tatjana Schoenmaker (1:05.22) and
a fading King on 1:05.54 — the veteran American’s
first defeat since 2015 in her pet event. King, 24, a
two-time world champion and world record-holder
over the distance, had been regarded as a near-cer-
tainty to defend the Olympic title she won comfort-
ably in Rio.

Instead, Jacoby announced herself as a rising
star and ended King’s quest to become the first
woman to win back-to-back Olympic titles. “It was
crazy. I was definitely racing for a medal. I knew
that I had it in me,” said the teenager, the first
Olympic swimmer to hail from Alaska state. “I
wasn’t really expecting a gold medal. So, when I
looked up and saw that scoreboard it was insane.”

King led over the first 50m but was challenged
after the turn by Schoenmaker, who set an Olympic
record in the heats. As the pair battled it out, Jacoby
pulled out all the stops and unleashed a turbo-
charged final 15m. She said her focus was on staying
positive after a solid but uninspiring swim in the
qualifiers. “I definitely stressed myself out yesterday
so I was just trying to feel good and feel happy
going into it, and I feel like I did that,” she said.

King, renowned as a gritty competitor who rel-
ishes psyching out her opponents, was gracious in
defeat, declaring: “The kid just had the swim of her
life and I’m so proud to be her teammate.” She said
the fact her crown had been taken by a fellow
American took some sting from the loss. “I’m sur-
prisingly OK right now. I’m very happy with my
race and so excited for Lydia,” she said. “I mean, I
love to see the future of American breaststroke
coming up like this.”

Schoenmaker said the Tokyo schedule, with
finals taking place in the morning, hindered her
ability to repeat the sizzling form she showed in
the heats. “We knew it was going t be a tough race
and it’s obviously harder doing it in the morning,
waking up and being on fire, especially in 100
meters,” the South African said. “But it’s the same
for everyone. I’m not here to complain. I hope I
give my country a bit of hope, we’re going through
a tough time.” — AFP

Aussie surfer caps
incredible comeback
with Olympic medal
ICHINOMIYA: Australian Owen Wright had to
relearn how to surf and walk after suffering a horrific
brain injury in 2015 — now he’s an Olympic bronze
medalist. Wright claimed a podium finish yesterday as
surfing made its Olympic debut, beating Brazil’s world
number one Gabriel Medina in a tense play-off at
Tsurigasaki Beach. But the 31-year-old had times when
he couldn’t even remember his name less than six
years ago, after a huge wipeout in training left him
with bleeding on the brain. “I didn’t count myself out-
that’s the thing,” an emotional Wright said after the
medal ceremony. I guess that’s why I still imagined
these big, lofty goals. Because I’ve come back from
something that I wouldn’t expect to come back from
anyway. I don’t mind aiming for the top.”

Wright said his symptoms persisted for three years
after the accident, with memory loss, motor issues and
“a roller-coaster of emotions”. But he refused to give
up on his dream of winning an Olympic medal, and
kept himself going by visualizing it around his neck.

“I had to push each limit and with all that came
massive breakdowns, to the point where I didn’t even
know who I was or my name,” he said. “I pushed
myself to the absolute nth degree to get here today. I
think that’s what gave me my strength and why I’m
standing up here today.” Wright said he and his team-
mates had been given a pep talk by some of Australia’s
Olympic legends, including Cathy Freeman. He said he
felt like he “had the whole country there supporting”
him in the bronze-medal match against Medina, which
went down to the wire.

“It was coming down to the last 10, 20 seconds,”
Wright said. “Those little moments like that, you have
your coaches, your support team-they were saying
‘Don’t let up a single moment’. That was my moment.”
And he credited the Australian team as “a big reason”
for his recovery, saying surfing’s inclusion at the
Games had brought access to better doctors and
physios. —AFP

Dressel outpaces
Chalmers in
100m free heats
TOKYO: US superstar and two-time world champion
Caeleb Dressel limbered up for a crack at more gold
yesterday by narrowly outpacing reigning Olympic
champion Kyle Chalmers in the 100m freestyle heats.
The imposing 24-year-old is tackling three individual
events in Tokyo — the 50m and 100m freestyle and
the 100m butterfly — and could feature in a possible
four relays. He already has one gold medal secure after
spearheading the United States to the 4x100m relay
title on Monday.

While Dressel only finished sixth in the 100m free
at the Rio Olympics, he has since dominated, claiming
back-to-back world titles. But he has a high-quality
opponent in Chalmers, who stunned the world to win
in Rio and has earned a reputation for closing his races
like a freight train.

Dressel clocked 47.73secs with Chalmers powering
to 47.77 in the heat beforehand, although neither was
quickest. That accolade went to Italy’s Thomas Ceccon
who touched in 47.71. “I know what my job is as I hit
the water. It’s not different if it’s relay or individual,”
said Dressel, who added that his first swims at a meet
were “usually a bit rocky”.

But he said he was comfortable with his grueling
task in Tokyo. “I’ve handled two world championships
with the same schedule so I’m used to it,” he said.
Chalmers said it was hard to read too much into the
heats. “It’s funny everyone’s just playing the games,
and I’m one of them, so I can’t really say anything else
other than that,” he said. “It’s good to tick the box.”

“Tomorrow morning is going to be a big one with
the semi-final and the 4x200 at the end of the (morn-
ing) program so I just got to get through the rounds,
conserve as much energy as I can sleep well tonight,”
he added.—AFP

CHIBA: US’s Carissa Moore competes during the women’s Surfing gold medal final at the Tsurigasaki Surfing Beach, in
Chiba, yesterday during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. — AFP

CHIBA: Brazil’s Italo Ferreira (center), gold medalist, Japan’s Kanoa Igarashi (left) silver medalist and Australia’s Owen
Wright, bronze medalist celebrate on the podium at the Tsurigasaki Surfing Beach, in Chiba, yesterday during the Tokyo
2020 Olympic Games. — AFP


