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Amir receives copy of Kuwait 
Central Bank annual report 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber  Al-Sabah yesterday 
rece ived His  H ighness  She ikh  Nasser  Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. His Highness 
the Amir also received Kuwait Central Bank 
Governor Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel, who pre-

sented the 2020/21 financial annual report to 
H is  H ighness  the  Amir. Fur thermore , H is 
Highness the Amir received Abdullah Yaqoub 
Bishara, who presented to His Highness a book 
about the Late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s  pioneering diplomatic 

career locally and globally.  
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 

Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also received His 
H ighness  She ikh  Nasser  Al-Mohammad at 
Bayan Palace. Furthermore, His Highness Sheikh 
Mishal received the CBK’s financial report from 

Dr Hashel, as well as a book about the Late 
Amir  from Bishara in  separate meet ings at 
Bayan Palace yesterday. In addition, Dr Hashel 
presented a copy of the annual report to His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah receives a copy of Kuwait Central Bank’s annual report from 
Governor Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah receives a copy of Kuwait Central Bank’s annual report from 
Governor Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah receives a copy of Kuwait Central Bank’s annual report from 
Governor Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel.

Interior minister expresses 
pride in armed forces 

KUWAIT: Interior Minister and acting Defense 
Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Al-Sabah expressed 
yesterday his pride on the efforts and sacrifices of 
the Kuwaiti armed forces towards their country. 
During the reception of the ministry’s workers and 
staff on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha, Sheikh 
Thamer praised the cooperation and coordination 

between the ministry of interior and the ministry of 
defense in protecting Kuwaiti lands. Kuwait Army 
Chief of Staff Lt Gen Sheikh Khaled Al-Sabah 
expressed his gratitude and appreciation for this 
reception, which reflects the minister’s devotion 
towards workers in the ministry. A number of sen-
ior officials attended the reception. — KUNA  

KUWAIT: Interior Minister and acting Defense Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Al-Sabah meets top 
officers of the army. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank has launched in February 
2020 its pioneering training program ‘Ro2ya’, man-
aged by the Learning and Talent Development Unit, 
part of the Human Resources and Development 
Group. This initiative confirms Burgan’s firm com-
mitment to implementing its pivotal human capital 
development strategy. Under Ro2ya, the training 
programs are provided in the bank’s modern train-
ing center and through the online learning and 
development portal to support the capabilities of 
talented employees and qualify them to acquire the 
latest work methods and skills that would enable 
them to keep pace with the market’s changing 
requirements as well as the banking sector’s rapid 
and growing development. 

Sixty participants are taking part in the program. 
They are divided into three groups according to 
their job levels and current competency, namely, the 
“Eagles”, the “Arrows” and the “Sprouts”. Each 
group follows a learning path carefully designed to 
help participants develop their skills and knowledge 
in their various fields of specialization. 

Commenting on the goals of Ro2ya Program, 
Ghada El-Kadi, Unit Head - Learning and Talent 
Development, said: “Ro2ya Program was launched 
by Burgan Bank in February 2020 for a period of 
two to three years to confirm the bank’s firm and 
continuous commitment to nurture and develop 
future banking leaders and to respond to the 
Central Bank’s strategic plan to prepare Kuwaiti 
talents to assume senior executive positions in 
Kuwaiti banks. This program aims to prepare future 
senior Kuwaiti employees at Burgan Bank by sup-
porting promising talented employees and enabling 
them to acquire advanced banking and leadership 
skills that would enable them to deliver outstanding 
performance in the future. With the support of 
Burgan’s top executive management and the Human 
Resources Department’s senior management, 
Ro2ya program relies on the expertise of the 
Learning and Talent Development Unit of the 
Human Resources Department, in addition to the 
proficiency of the Organizational Development 
Unit, to provide educational solutions for various 

career paths and plans.” 
Meanwhile, Manager of Learning and Talent 

Development, Bashar Al-Qattan, said, “The partici-
pants in Ro2ya Program from all the groups and dif-
ferent levels have shown an exceptional commit-
ment to the program and a keenness to learn and 
grow, especially under the current unprecedented 
circumstances. The Learning and Talent 
Development Unit is determined to provide an out-
standing educational journey for the talented 
Burgan employees through a blended approach 
focused on virtual workshops, practical and applied 
projects preparation and implementation, job rota-
tions, individual coaching, certification trainings, as 
well as external executive skills development 
opportunities in collaboration with KFAS and lead-
ing local and international academic institutions. 
The program draws on the expertise of our distin-
guished colleagues who have gained internationally 
recognized skills in their fields of specialization. In 
addition, an e-learning platform has been designat-
ed for each group to provide self-assessment tools, 
reading materials, online learning paths and group 
discussions. We will continue to support partici-
pants to ensure that they reach their full potential.” 

It is worth mentioning that Ro2ya program falls 
within the framework of Burgan Bank’s continuous 
efforts to implement its transformation strategy, 
and is part of the bank’s sound plan to support the 
human element and help promising talents upgrade 
their capabilities to advance their careers by 
enhancing their knowledge and practical skills. For 
Burgan Bank, these efforts are essential to 
strengthen the its capabilities and maintain its lead-
ing position at the local and regional levels. This 
program confirms Burgan’s commitment to its core 
values of trust, commitment, excellence and 
progress, and its keenness to instill them in its 
promising young employees to prepare a new gen-
eration of banking leaders who are able to support 
the development of the bank and the banking sec-
tor as a whole and to contribute to the efforts of 
sustainability and development that everyone seeks 
to achieve. 

Burgan Bank continues to support its 
pioneering ‘Ro2ya’ Talent Program

Continued from Page 1 
 
It said it would help strengthen electric power 

supplies, fight COVID-19, confront the impacts of 
climate change, and support private sector devel-
opment. 

Some 500,000 coronavirus vaccine doses 
pledged to Baghdad “will be there in a couple 
weeks”, Biden told Kadhemi in the White House. 
Biden also emphasized US support for elections in 
October in Iraq, saying Washington is working 
closely with Baghdad, the Gulf Cooperation 
Council and the United Nations to ensure the 
elections are fair. “We support strengthening 
Iraq’s democracy and we’re anxious to make sure 
the election goes forward,” he said. 

Kadhemi said he was in Washington “to discuss 
the future of our nation”. “America, they help Iraq. 
Together we fight, fight and defeat ISIS,” he said. 
“Today, our relation is stronger than ever - our 
partnership in the economy, the environment, 
health, education, culture and more.” 

The face-to-face meeting, analysts said, was to 
give support and cover to Kadhemi, in power for 
little over a year and under pressure from Iran-
allied political factions to push US troops from 
his country. A senior US official who would not 
be identified praised Kadhemi for being pragmat-
ic and “a problem solver rather than someone 
who tries to use problems for his own political 
interests”. 

The main concern from Washington is to lend 
enough support to Iraqi security forces to keep 
up the fight against the remnants of the Islamic 
State group - while also keeping a damper on 
Iran’s influence in Iraq. Since last year the princi-
pal role of the remaining US troops in Iraq has 
been to train, advise and support their Iraqi coun-
terparts to battle Islamic State. 

But powerful pro-Iran political factions, which 
are crucial to Kadhemi retaining power, are overt-
ly hostile to the US presence, and are accused of 
being behind rocket and drone attacks on bases in 
Iraq where US forces operate. The Iraqi 
Resistance Coordination Committee, a group of 
militia factions, threatened to continue the attacks 
unless the United States withdraws all its forces 
and ends the “occupation.” 

A drone attack was carried out Friday on a mil-
itary base in Iraqi Kurdistan that hosts American 
troops, but did not cause any casualties. A US 
State Department statement on the lower-level 
bilateral meetings that accompanied the Biden-
Kadhemi summit emphasized US respect for Iraq’s 
sovereignty. “The bases hosting US and other 
Coalition personnel are Iraqi bases and are oper-
ating per existing Iraqi laws; they are not US or 
Coalition bases, and the presence of international 
personnel in Iraq is solely in support of the 
Government of Iraq’s fight against ISIS,” it said. 

Ramzy Mardini , an Iraq special ist  at the 
University of Chicago’s Pearson Institute, said the 
meeting could be cosmetically “shaped” to help 
the Iraqi premier alleviate domestic pressures. 
“But the reality on the ground will reflect the sta-
tus quo and an enduring US presence,” said 
Mardini. — AFP

Biden declares 
end of combat...
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The UN health agency’s eighth annual report 

said ENDS manufacturers often target youths with 
thousands of tantalizing flavors - the document list-
ed 16,000 - and reassuring statements. Former New 
York mayor Michael Bloomberg, the WHO’s global 
ambassador for non-communicable diseases, said 
there were still more than a billion smokers around 
the world. 

“As cigarette sales have fallen, tobacco com-
panies have been aggressively marketing new 
products - like e-cigarettes and heated-tobacco 
products - and lobbied governments to limit their 
regulation,” he said. “Their goal is simple: to 
hook another generation on nicotine. We can’t let 
that happen.” 

The UN health agency is particularly concerned 
by people under 20 using e-cigarettes due to the 
harmful effects of nicotine on brain development. 
The WHO also believes that children who use these 
devices are more likely to smoke later in life. 
However, regulating such products is not necessari-
ly straightforward because the product range is 

very diverse and rapidly evolving, said Ruediger 
Krech, director of the WHO’s health promotion 
department. 

“Distinguishing the nicotine-containing prod-
ucts from the non-nicotine, or even from some 
tobacco-containing products, can be almost 
impossible. This is just one way the industry sub-
verts and undermines tobacco control measures,” 
he said. The WHO recommends that governments 
do whatever they can to prevent non-smokers 
from taking up e-cigarettes, for fear of “renormal-
izing smoking in society”. 

The report found that 32 countries have banned 
the sale of ENDS. A further 79 have adopted at 
least one partial measure to either prohibit the use 
of such products in public places, prohibit their 
advertising, promotion and sponsorship or require 
the display of health warnings on packaging. “This 
still leaves 84 countries where they are not regulat-
ed or restricted in any way,” the WHO said. 

The Geneva-based organization stressed that 
efforts to regulate e-cigarettes should not distract 
from the fight against smoking. Though the propor-
tion of smokers has fallen in many countries, popu-
lation growth means that the total number of smok-
ers remains “stubbornly high”, the WHO said. 
“Tobacco is responsible for the death of eight mil-
lion people a year, including one million from sec-
ond-hand smoke,” it stressed. — AFP 

WHO sounds  
the alarm on...

Continued from Page 1 
 
In nearly half the countries in Asia and the 

Pacific, schools have been closed for more than 200 
days during the pandemic. In South America and 
the Caribbean, there are 18 countries and territories 
where schools are either closed or partially closed, 
Elder said. Around the world, “education, safety, 

friends and food have been replaced by anxiety, 
violence, and teenage pregnancy”, he said. 

Citing Uganda, he said that between March 2020 
and June 2021, there was a more than 20 percent 
increase in pregnancy among 10 to 24-year-olds. 
Remote learning remains out of reach for a third of 
pupils around the world, UNICEF said. In southeast 
Asia and the Pacific, 80 million children had no 
access to remote learning while their school was 
closed. Schools in Uganda were closed for 306 days 
with only 0.3 percent of households having an 
Internet connection. According to a World Bank 
study, the pandemic will cost this generation of stu-
dents $10 trillion in lost income, Elder said. —AFP 

UN calls for  
schools to reopen...


