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 News in brief

Civil aviation issues new  
regulations for travelers

Circular explains rules regarding vaccines, quarantine, PCR tests
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
yesterday issued new regulations for travelers from 
August 1, when fully-vaccinated expats with legal 
residency will be allowed to return, insisting only 
approved vaccines will be accepted. The regulations 
state that residents with valid iqamas can return to 
the country provided they have been vaccinated fully 
with one of four vaccines recognized by Kuwait. 
Other vaccines are not accepted. 

The circular said only Pfizer-BioNTech, Oxford-
AstraZeneca, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vac-
cines are approved. Two doses must be received of 
the first three vaccines and one dose of the fourth. 
Airlines have also instructed passengers that at least 
14 days must lapse from the second dose to be 
allowed to board the plane. 

The DGCA said all those planning to travel to 
Kuwait must have a negative PCR test result, taken 
within 72 hours of the travel time. It said expats and 
Kuwaitis who have been vaccinated in Kuwait - and 
after the green color mark appears in their 
Immune/Kuwait Mobile ID applications - should 
complete registration on the Shlonik application and 
Kuwait Mosafer platform. 

All vaccinated residents and Kuwaiti citizens must 
quarantine at home for seven days from the day of 
arrival. In case they want to end the quarantine early, 
they can pay the fees and undergo a PCR test on the 
third day. If the result is negative, the quarantine is 
considered ended, the regulations say. 

Residents who have received approved vaccines 
outside Kuwait are required to authorize their vacci-
nation certificate by uploading it to the health min-
istry website. A green mark will appear in a few days 
on the Immune/Kuwait Mobile ID apps. The vaccina-

tion must be verified electronically before boarding 
the plane and upon arrival in Kuwait through check-
ing the QR code. No paper documents wil l  be 
accepted. 

These travelers must also complete registration 
on the Shlonik app and Kuwait Mosafer platform. 
They will also quarantine at home for seven days, 
with those desiring to end it early can undergo a 
PCR test on the third day. If the result is negative, 
the quarantine ends. The same conditions apply to 
Kuwaiti citizens. 

Unvaccinated Kuwaitis who have the red or yellow 
color mark on their Immune/Kuwait Mobile ID apps 
must first complete registration with the Shlonik app 
and Kuwait Mosafer platform. They must pay the cost 
of two PCR tests and take the first upon arrival in 
Kuwait and the second on the sixth day of institution-
al quarantine. They must also pay the cost of the sev-
en-day quarantine at a local hotel authorized and 
mentioned on the Kuwait Mosafer platform. 

If the result of the second PCR test is negative, 
they will complete the seventh day of quarantine at 
the hotel and seven days at home. Kuwaitis who have 
received unrecognized vaccines outside Kuwait will 
be treated as unvaccinated. 

Members of the foreign diplomatic corps in 
Kuwait, their first-degree relatives (spouses and 
children) and their domestic helpers are exempted 
from institutional quarantine, provided they produce 
their official IDs. Medical staff in the government 
and private sectors and their spouses and children, 
in addition to their domestic helpers, are also 
exempted from institutional quarantine provided 
their produce documents proving their profession. 
The circular also said only Kuwaiti citizens who 
have been fully vaccinated will be allowed to travel 
out of Kuwait from August 1. 

KUWAIT: National Guard Deputy Chief Lt Gen Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Sabah attends the inauguration cere-
mony of the Caracal multirole helicopters. — KUNA  

KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday said Caracal multi-
role helicopters should reinforce capabilities 
across state bodies, as the first batch of the 
French-made aircraft landed in the country under a 
military deal worth $1 billion. The multirole aircraft 
will facilitate integral operations such as search and 
rescue efforts, in addition to emergency evacuation 
plans, said Kuwait National Guard Deputy Chief Lt 
Gen Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Sabah.  

He hailed the arrival of the aircraft as a “turn-
ing point” in Kuwait’s military history, besides 
one of many long-term development plans envis-
aged by the National Guard, attributing this suc-
cess to its chief HH Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-
Sabah. On the National Guard’s future ambitions, 
he said the “sky is the limit”, in line with the mili-
tary body’s established role as a “bastion against 
all threats”. — KUNA 

Arrival of Caracal choppers 
to boost state capabilities

Saudis face 3-year exit ban 
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia warned yesterday that 
citizens visiting destinations on its list of coun-
tries blacklisted due to COVID-19 will face 
“hefty penalties” and three-year travel bans fol-
lowing their return. “Due to the ongoing coron-
avirus pandemic and the spread of new variants, 
the ministry warns against travelling to countries 
on its (restricted) list, whether directly or indi-
rectly via other countries,” the interior ministry 
said on Twitter. According to state airline Saudia, 
citizens are barred from travelling to 16 coun-
tries, including the neighboring UAE. — AFP

Iran arrests Zionist agents  
 
TEHRAN: Iran’s intelligence ministry said yes-
terday it has arrested a network of agents work-
ing for the Zionist archenemy and seized a 
weapons cache meant to be used in “riots”, state 
television reported. The report follows protests 
over water shortages that erupted more than 10 
days ago in the southwest of the country, where, 
according to Iranian media, at least four people 
were killed. A video released by Iranian state 
TV’s website showed a number of weapons and 
grenades including AK-47s and pistols stacked 
in the back of a white SUV. — AFP 

Record COVID cases in Iran 
 
TEHRAN: Iran recorded nearly 35,000 new 
COVID cases yesterday, the health ministry 
announced, amounting to the Islamic republic’s 
highest daily infections number for a second 
consecutive day. In the past 24 hours, Iran regis-
tered a record 34,951 positive cases, bringing 
the total number of infections since the start of 
the pandemic to 3,758,197. The hardest-hit 
country in the Middle East also recorded 357 
additional coronavirus-related deaths, taking 
total fatalities to 89,479. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden declared US relations with Iraq 
would enter a new phase with 
American troops exiting combat oper-
ations in the country by year-end as he 
held talks Monday with Prime Minister 
Mustafa Al-Kadhemi. Amid the threat 
of an Islamic State resurgence and 
Iran’s powerful influence in Baghdad, 
Biden stressed that Washington 
remains “committed to our security 

cooperation” while Kadhemi reaf-
firmed their “strategic partnership.” 

US troops in Iraq will “to continue 
to train, to assist, to help, to deal with 
ISIS (Islamic State) as it arises,” Biden 
said. But, in a shift that comes as the 
United States pulls out of Afghanistan, 
the US leader confirmed that the 2,500 
US troops still in Iraq won’t be fighting. 
“We’re not going to be, at the end of 
the year, in a combat mission,” he said. 

Eighteen years after the US invaded 
Iraq to remove strongman Saddam 
Hussein, and seven years after a US-
led coalition battled Islamic State 
extremists who threatened the country, 
Washington turned its focus to other 
types of assistance.  
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WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden shakes hands with Iraqi Prime 
Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi in the Oval Office of the White House on 
Monday. — AFP 

Biden declares 
end of combat  
mission in Iraq

GENEVA: Electronic cigarettes and similar devices 
are dangerous to health and must be regulated to 
curb the tobacco industry’s tactics to get young 
people hooked on nicotine, the World Health 
Organization warned yesterday. “Nicotine is highly 
addictive. Electronic nicotine delivery systems 
(ENDS) are harmful, and must be better regulated,” 
said WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. 

The WHO Report on the Global Tobacco 
Epidemic 2021, which focused on new and emerging 
products, was published yesterday and said ENDS 
should be tightly regulated for maximum public 
health protection. “Where they are not banned, 
governments should adopt appropriate policies to 
protect their populations from the harms of ENDS, 
and to prevent their uptake by children, adolescents 
and other vulnerable groups,” Tedros said. 

Continued on Page 2 

WHO sounds  
the alarm on  
‘harmful’ e-cigsGENEVA: Schools closed due to the coronavirus 

pandemic must reopen as soon as possible, the 
United Nations insisted yesterday, estimating that 
the education of more than 600 million children was 
at stake. “This cannot go on,” James Elder, 
spokesman for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
told reporters in Geneva. 

While acknowledging the difficult choices that 
governments have to make when facing the COVID-
19 crisis and the possible spread of the disease, 
“schools should be the last to close and the first to 
reopen,” he said, calling it a “terrible mistake” to 
reopen bars and pubs before schools. “Reopening 
schools cannot wait for all teachers and students to 
be vaccinated,” he added, calling on governments to 
protect their education budgets despite the eco-
nomic hardship caused by the pandemic. 

While children in the northern hemisphere are on 
their summer holidays, in eastern and southern 
Africa, an estimated 40 percent of school-age chil-
dren are currently out of school. Across that region, 

schools are being closed due to COVID-19 surges, 
with more than 32 million children estimated to be 
out of school due to pandemic-related closures or 
having failed to return after their classrooms 
reopened. That comes on top of the estimated 37 
million children who were out of school before 
COVID-19 struck.  
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UN calls for schools 
to reopen ASAP

HEBRON: A Palestinian teacher addresses high school 
students as they return to class for the new academic 
year in this Aug 10, 2020 file photo. — AFP 


